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� A story in Tuesday’s editions about a transfer
of authority ceremony in Iraq contained incorrect
information. The 3rd Infantry Division is based at
Fort Stewart, Ga.

� The story in Tuesday’s editions on the Army’s
new combat badge contained two errors. The Com-

bat Infantryman Badge and the Close Combat
Badge are worn on the left-hand breast pocket.
Also, unit patches can be worn as combat patches
on the right shoulder if the military operation last-
ed more than 30 days. There is no time in-theater
requirement.

States

N.Y. mall shooting: A preliminary
hearing was scheduled Wednesday in

Kingston, N.Y., for a man accused of fir-
ing dozens of rounds from an assault
rifle as he strode into a crowded subur-

ban mall, injuring two men and terrifying
shoppers.

Robert Bonelli Jr., 25, was arrested on as-
sault and reckless endangerment charges
after he lowered the weapon and surren-
dered Sunday afternoon at Hudson Valley
Mall.

CIA leak investigation: The lawyer for
two reporters facing jail for refusing to di-
vulge their sources about the leak of an un-
dercover CIA officer’s name says he will
challenge a ruling by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia Circuit or-
dering them to talk.

Floyd Abrams said he will ask the full ap-
peals court to reverse the order compelling
Time magazine’s Matthew Cooper and The
New York Times’ Judith Miller to testify be-
fore a federal grand jury about their confi-
dential sources.

The special prosecutor in the case, Chica-
go U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald, is inves-
tigating whether a crime was committed
when someone leaked the identity of CIA of-
ficer Valerie Plame. Her name was pub-
lished in a 2003 column by Robert Novak,
who cited two senior Bush administration of-
ficials as his sources.

DeadlyKy. plant explosion: A fiery explo-
sion that killed seven people and injured 37
at a Corbin, Ky., insulation factory in 2003
could have been prevented if managers and
regulators had addressed a buildup of flam-
mable dust, a federal investigation conclud-
ed Tuesday.

The U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard In-
vestigation Board determined that the Feb.
20, 2003, blast at the CTA Acoustics plant
was due to combustible dust that accumulat-
ed to unsafe levels and was ignited by an
open oven door. The door was left open, the
investigators said, to cool the oven because
the temperature control had been malfunc-
tioning for several days.

Cuban refugee detentions: Nearly 150
Cuban refugees convicted of crimes and im-
prisoned in the years following the 1980 Ma-
riel boatlift have been released, a newspa-
per reported Tuesday.

The Miami Herald, citing an unnamed
federal official, reported that at least 147
Mariel convicts have been released since
last month’s Supreme Court decision that
found the indefinite detention of illegal im-
migrants is unconstitutional.

Cuban president Fidel Castro in 1980 sent
criminals and psychiatric patients to U.S.
shores from the port of Mariel, along with
thousands of other fleeing Cubans. Some of
the refugees were convicted of crimes in the
United States.

Va. Route 29 Stalker: A Prince William
County, Va., judge on Monday issued a limit-
ed gag order in the case of the man accused of
being the “Route 29 Stalker” in the
mid-1990s. Monday’s hearing was one of sev-
eral pretrial hearings in the case of Darrell
D. Rice, 37. Prosecutors believe Rice con-
vinced more than a dozen women to stop in
the Route 29 corridor by convincing them
there was something wrong with their vehi-
cles.

Snakehead fish: A group of Western coun-

ty commissioners who have problems with
the Endangered Species Act has petitioned
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to have
the northern snakehead, an Asian fish that’s
invaded the East, protected under the act.

The commissioners hope their petition
will show lawmakers in the East what prob-
lems the act presents to officials in the West.

The large, toothy fish has been dubbed
the “Frankenfish.” It can grow up to 3 feet,
breathe air and wriggle across land.

Business

HealthSouth trial: Defense lawyers for Ri-
chard Scrushy closed their cross-examina-
tion of the prosecution’s key witness with

sharp questioning that
sought to depict
HealthSouth Corp.’s
ex-finance chief to ju-
rors in Birmingham,
Ala., as a tax-dodging,
manipulative liar.

The defense con-
tends that former CFO
Bill Owens orchestrat-
ed the massive fraud at
the rehabilitation
giant. Owens main-
tained that Scrushy
was behind the

scheme to overstate earnings by some $2.7
billion.

World

Kashmir transit: More than a year of
peace talks between Pakistan and India
bore fruit Wednesday, with the two sides
agreeing to start the first bus service be-
tween the capitals of divided Kashmir.

The bus service along a rutted mountain
road in the folds of the Himalayas will recon-
nect families separated for decades by the
Pakistani and Indian armies. It also raises
hopes that these two nuclear-armed neigh-
bors who have fought three wars since gain-
ing independence from Britain in 1947
might one day find a permanent peace.

Pakistani Foreign Minister Khursheed
Kasuri said travel would be granted
through an “entry permit system” — rather
than a passport — once the identities of trav-
elers are verified.

Bird flu outbreak: International efforts to
combat bird flu in Asia need to be stepped
up to forestall a worldwide pandemic, two
U.N.-affiliated agencies warned on Wednes-
day.

The Rome-based Food and Agriculture
Organization and the Paris-based World Or-
ganization for Animal Health called for
funding to help support national anti-bird
flu campaigns, especially in the poorest of
the affected nations.

Thatcher’s son: The son of former British
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher will ap-
pear in a South Africa court Friday to an-
swer questions about a botched coup at-
tempt in Equatorial Guinea, his lawyer said
Wednesday.

Thatcher, who has lived in South Africa
since 1995, pleaded guilty last month to vio-
lating South Africa’s anti-mercenary laws
by unwittingly helping to finance last year’s
coup attempt in the oil-rich West African na-
tion. He admitted financing a helicopter de-
spite suspicions that it might be used for mil-
itary purposes.

Cat Stevens case: Two British newspa-
pers said Tuesday they had paid unspeci-
fied damages to the singer once known as
Cat Stevens over articles suggesting the
Muslim convert had links to terrorists.

The musician, now known as Yusuf Islam,
said The Sunday Times and The Sun had
promised not to repeat the allegation and
agreed to pay his legal costs and “substan-
tial damages.”

“It seems to be the easiest thing in the
world these days to make scurrilous accusa-
tions against Muslims, and in my case it di-
rectly impacts on my relief work and damag-
es my reputation as an artist,” he said in a
statement.

Stories and photos from wire services

Corrections Comics
every day

in Stars and
Stripes

Scrushy

Slaying of missionary: The coffin of American missionary Dorothy Stang is carried Monday in
Anapu, Brazil. Thousands of people, from peasants to politicians, gathered to bury Stang, a
nun from Ohio who was gunned down Saturday at a settlement where she worked to protect
the Amazon rain forest and its poor residents from encroaching loggers and ranchers. On
Wednesday, about 2,000 soldiers were being sent to restore order in the region amid esca-
lating violence. As mourners paid their last respects to Stang, 73, two assailants gunned
down Daniel Soares da Costa, the former president of Paraupebas’ Rural Workers Union.
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The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, Feb. 15, at least
1,464 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,114 died
as a result of hostile action, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is seven higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m. Tues-
day.

The British military has report-
ed 86 deaths. Italy has reported
20 deaths; Ukraine, 18; Poland,
16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, seven; Slo-
vakia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each.
Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,326 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to AP’s
count. That includes at least
1,005 deaths resulting from hos-
tile action, according to the mili-
tary’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications re-

ported by the military:
� Marine Lance Cpl. Richard

A. Perez Jr., 19, Las Vegas; died
Thursday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to Marine Re-
serve’s 6th Motor Transport Bat-
talion, 4th Force Service Support
Group, Las Vegas.

Died Sunday in Balad, Iraq,
when their vehicle overturned;
assigned to the Army’s 5th Squad-
ron, 7th Cavalry, 3rd Infantry Di-
vision, Fort Stewart, Ga.:

� Army Spc. Dakotah L. Good-
ing, 21, Des Moines, Iowa.

� Army Sgt. Rene Knox, Jr.,
22, New Orleans.

� Army Sgt. Chad W. Lake, 26,
Ocala, Fla.

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Leaders of the Shiite
political alliance that won Iraq’s election
failed to agree on a single nominee for prime
minister Wednesday, with the two candi-
dates insisting on a vote by the alliance’s 140
parliamentarians, officials said.

After meeting for hours with Shiite cleric
and politician Abdel-Aziz al-Hakim, mem-
bers of the United Iraqi Alliance agreed to
hold a secret ballot to choose between two
former exiles, Ibrahim al-Jaafari and Ahmad
Chalabi, said Ali Hashim al-Youshaa, an alli-
ance leader who attended the meetings. The
vote is expected Friday.

Both candidates were expected to present
their political agendas and priorities to alli-
ance members before the vote, al-Youshaa
said.

The failure to reach a consensus revealed
cracks within the coalition, which consists of
10 major parties backed by Shiite religious
leader Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani. But
Hayder al-Mousawi, Chalabi’s spokesman,
denied there was a serious problem.

“No way is there a division inside the alli-
ance. Everybody agreed on adhering to what-
ever results the internal elections will
reach,” he said.

A close aide to al-Sistani, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said the alliance leaders
will visit his office in Najaf to get his blessing
for their choice for prime minister. If they
cannot agree, al-Sistani will decide.

If provisional results stand, the alliance,
made up of religious Shiite parties, will have
140 seats in the 275-member National Assem-
bly. At least three other party coalitions that
won seats in the assembly had joined the alli-
ance’s bloc, adding eight more seats,
al-Youshaa said. All 148 prospective parlia-
mentarians will vote in the secret ballot, offi-
cials said.

Al-Jaafari leads the Dawa Party, known
for its close ties to Iran.

Chalabi, 58, leads the Iraqi National Con-
gress and had close ties to the Pentagon be-
fore falling out of favor last year after claims
he passed intelligence information to Iran.

A secular Shiite, his Iraqi National Con-
gress is an umbrella for groups that included
Iraqi exiles, Kurds and Shiites. Much of the
intelligence his group supplied on Iraq’s al-
leged weapons of mass destruction programs
failed to pan out.

The Kurdish parties have apparently
agreed to support the alliance’s candidate for
prime minister in return for the presidency.

Al-Youshaa said both candidates were ex-
pected to present their political agendas and
priorities to alliance members before the bal-
lot. The race to be the Shiite’s pick for prime
minister narrowed Tuesday, when Adel
Abdul Mahdi, who has close ties to Iran,
dropped out.

Al-Hakim, who also has close ties to Iran,
has said he is not interested in the prime min-
ister’s post.

The competition for the prime minister’s
post came as the Iraqi Electoral Commis-
sion’s deadline to file complaints ap-
proached.

Commission spokesman Farid Ayar said
25 complaints have been filed so far.

“Most of them are asking for a recount of
the votes and we are looking into those re-
quests,” he said. “We tell them that we were
very accurate in counting the ballots. You
know, they just want more votes.”

He said he expected the commission to cer-
tify the vote totals Thursday, when the offi-
cial allocation of National Assembly seats

would be announced. The assembly picks the
president and two vice presidents, and drafts
a new constitution.

Once the results are certified, the present
government must set a timetable for install-
ing the new government. It is not known how
long that might take, and it will depend on
back-room dealmaking among the parties.

The clergy-backed United Iraqi Alliance
got 48 percent of the vote for the National As-
sembly, the Kurdish alliance got 26 percent
and interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, a
secular Shiite who supported strong ties to
Washington, 14 percent. Nine other parties
also won seats.

The U.S. military reported Wednesday
that a U.S. soldier assigned to the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force was killed in action
Tuesday in western Iraq.

U.S. forces also clashed with insurgents in
Ramadi and Samarra, and militants attacked
American convoys with bombs in the north-
ern city of Mosul, damaging a military vehi-
cle. Several people were injured, witnesses
said.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

Shiite leaders fail to agree on candidate

Prime minister candidate al-Jaafari offers moderation

AP

Supporters of Abdul-Aziz al-Hakim, the Shiite alliance’s leader, hold aloft his portrait outside

his office in Baghdad on Wednesday. Leaders of the winning Shiite political alliance failed to

agree on a single nominee for prime minister Wednesday. After hours of closed doors meeting

with Shiite cleric and politician al-Hakim, members of the United Iraqi Alliance agreed to hold

a secret ballot to choose between Ibrahim al-Jaafari and Ahmad Chalabi, said one of the alli-

ance’s leaders who attended the meetings.

United Iraqi Alliance to choose Friday between al-Jaafari, Chalabi

Ibrahim al-Jaafari

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The shy family doc-
tor who emerged Tuesday as the most like-
ly candidate to become Iraq’s first demo-
cratically-elected prime minister says he
would make ending the nation’s rampant
violence his top priority and U.S. troops
would remain as long as they were needed
to achieve that goal.

In an exclusive Associated Press inter-
view, the moderate Shiite politician, who
fled a brutal crackdown by Saddam Hus-
sein in 1980, talked about drafting a consti-
tution that will draw not only on Islam for
inspiration.

“Islam should be the official religion of
the country, and one of the main sources
for legislation, along with other sources
that do not harm Muslim sensibilities,” he
said.

Al-Jaafari, who lived in London and is

the leader of the Dawa Party, emerged as
the top contender for the prime minister’s
job Tuesday after his main rival, Adel
Abdul Mahdi, dropped out.

Ahmad Chalabi, a former Pentagon fa-
vorite, was still in the running, but was con-
sidered by many to be a long shot.

“We have two candidates for the alli-
ance, Ahmad Chalabi and Ibrahim al-Jaa-
fari, but al-Jaafari is the most likely to be
the alliance candidate,” said Humam
Hamoudi, a spokesman for the alliance.

In Sunday’s results, the United Iraqi Alli-
ance scooped 48 percent of the vote for the
National Assembly, the Kurdish alliance
took 26 percent and Allawi, a secular Shi-
ite, won only 14 percent.

That could make the Kurds, who like the
Shiites were oppressed under Saddam
Hussein, the kingmakers in the new Iraq.

The provisional results have yet to be
certified by the election commission pend-
ing challenges. Once the results are certi-

fied, the present government must set a
timetable for installing the new govern-
ment, a process that could take weeks.

Al-Jaafari, 58, acknowledged that recent
deals reached between Iraq’s religious par-
ties pointed toward his victory.

“I hear from here and there, but I can’t
tell to what extent it is a consensus,” he
said. “I feel like some of our brothers are
convinced, but it takes time to reach con-
sensus.”

Al-Jaafari said if he is confirmed as
prime minister, he would first try to stymie
the violence that has crippled the country’s
recovery from decades of war and hard-
ship.

“The security situation is at the top, as it
is a pressing element,” al-Jaafari said. He
also said he would not push for the United
States and its allies to withdraw their
troops from Iraq any time soon.

“Blood is being spilled and the land is
under attack,” he said. “How about if we
decided to get these troops out of Iraq?”
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By Todd Pitman

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Sobbing and
clasping her hands together in
prayer, kidnapped Italian journal-
ist Giuliana Sgrena appeared on a
new video Wednesday pleading
for her life and calling on U.S.-led
troops to pull out of Iraq.

“You must end the occupation;
it’s the only way we can get out of
this situation,” Sgrena said in the
videotape, delivered anonymous-
ly to Associated Press Television
News.

Rocking back and forth and
struggling to hold back tears,
Sgrena appeared alone in the
brief footage, only her shadow vis-
ible on a white background be-
hind her. In the upper left corner
of the image, the words “Mujahe-
deen Without Borders” appeared
in digital red Arabic script.

“I ask the Italian government,
the Italian people struggling
against the occupation, I ask my
husband, please, help me,” Sgre-
na said in French. “You must do
all you can to end the occupation.

“I’m counting on you, you can
help me.”

The 56-year-old reporter for
the communist daily Il Manifesto
was kidnapped by unidentified
gunmen in a hail of gunfire on
Feb. 4 near Baghdad University.

Since then, conflicting claims
about her case have appeared on
Islamic militant Web sites. One
said she had been killed, another
said she would soon be released,
and yet another said her fate de-
pended on whether Italy would
quickly withdraw troops from
Iraq.

The Italian Foreign Ministry
has said it has doubts about all
such Web statements.

In the APTN footage, Sgrena

spoke in both Italian and French
and wore a light green jacket and
shirt. She appeared in good
health, but looked tired and was
clearly anxious, locking her fin-
gers together and shaking her
hands as if begging.

At one point,
her eyes watering
as she struggled
to recite her mes-
sage, she waved
the camera to
stop.

“Nobody
should come to Iraq at this time,”
she said. “Not even journalists.
Nobody.”

Last week, Sgrena’s newspaper
said it had indications she is alive

and that intelligence officials had
established indirect contact with
the kidnappers.

It is not known who kidnapped
the journalist. Italy has said it will
not pay a ransom to win her re-
lease.

Italian government officials

and Sgrena’s colleagues have pub-

licized the journalist’s pacifist

convictions in hopes it might help

win her release.

Il Manifesto strongly opposed
the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. It
has fiercely criticized Italian
Prime Minister Berlusconi’s deci-
sion to deploy 3,000 troops in the
U.S.-led multinational force in
Iraq.

More than 190
foreigners have
been abducted in
Iraq in the past
year. At least 13
remain in the
hands of their cap-
tors, more than 30

were killed and the rest were
freed or escaped.

Sgrena is at least the ninth Ital-
ian citizen seized in Iraq in recent
months.

AP photos

Above: In this image taken from video released Wednes-

day, a woman who identified herself as kidnapped Italian

journalist Giuliana Sgrena appears pleading for her life

and calling on U.S.-led troops to pull out of Iraq. Right: A

portrait of Florence Aubenas and Sgrena hang on a statue

undergoing renovation on Friday in Paris. Aubenas has

been missing in Iraq for more than a month.

Italian Senate
backs keeping
troops in Iraq

ROME — The Senate voted
Wednesday to extend Italy’s
troop deployment in Iraq
through June, hours after the
nation heard a wrenching, tele-
vised appeal by an Italian jour-
nalist held hostage in Iraq.

Giuliana Sgrena begged Ital-
ians to “put pressure on the
government” for the withdraw-
al of troops. The video, deliv-
ered anonymously to Associat-
ed Press Television News in
Baghdad, was shown repeated-
ly on Italian networks.

The Senate voted by 141 to
112 to extend funding for the
Iraq mission, with one absten-
tion. The motion must now go
to the lower house for final ap-
proval.

Premier Silvio Berlusconi’s
center-right coalition has a
comfortable majority in both
houses of Parliament.

Italy’s contingent, which cur-
rently includes some 3,250
troops, is one of the largest con-
tributors to the U.S.-coalition.

“Who is asking us not to stay
in Iraq? It is the terrorists who
are asking,” said Domenico
Nania, a senator for govern-
ment coalition partner Nation-
al Allliance, said just before
the vote. “What counts today is
what is right for the Iraqi peo-
ple and for this we have to
show all our solidarity in this
work of reconstruction.”

— The Associated Press

Kidnapped journalist pleads for life on video

BY TODD PITMAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Police on Wednesday
found the bodies of eight Iraqis, mostly ci-
vilians who’d been working at a U.S. mili-
tary base, gagged and shot in the back of
the head north of the Iraqi capital.

Elsewhere, U.S. forces clashed with in-
surgents in the cities of Ramadi and Samar-
ra, and militants attacked U.S. convoys
with bombs in the northern city of Mosul.

The eight Iraqis had been missing since
they were kidnapped three days ago by in-
surgents, said Mohammed Latif, chief of
the local police force in Dejali, about 40
miles north of Baghdad.

The bodies were found in shallow graves
in a desert area. Each corpse had been
tightly bound around the legs and arms,
their mouths taped shut. A piece of paper
was attached to each body, on which was
written: “This is the punishment of the trai-
tors and those who work for the American
occupation,” Latif said.

Seven of the slain men were last heard
from as they were heading from a military
base in al-Bakr to their homes in Dejali. An
eighth unidentified corpse was discovered
along with them, Latif said.

In Ramadi, 70 miles west of the capital,
insurgents fired more than 25 mortar
rounds at U.S. and Iraqi positions, includ-

ing a group of American troops hunkered
in an abandoned glass factory, witnesses
said.

The attack sparked clashes in several
parts of the city afterward, and American
troops sealed off a southeastern district of
Ramadi, said resident Hussein Molseh.

There was no word on casualties. U.S.
Marine Capt. Brad Gordon denied any
clashes had taken place. He said U.S. au-
thorities received a report that insurgents
had opened fire, “but coalition forces did
not return fire because they could not posi-
tively identify either a target or a point of
origin.”

Doctors at Ramadi’s main hospital said
at least one Iraqi civilian had been killed in
the crossfire.

Clashes between militants and U.S.
troops backed by Iraqi National Guards-
men also erupted in Samarra, 60 miles
north of Baghdad. One Iraqi was killed and
another was wounded, hospital official
Alaa Eldin Mohammed said.

In the northern city of Mosul, a car bomb
exploded alongside a U.S. military convoy,
injuring several people near Mosul’s
Yarmouk Square, witnesses said. At least
one U.S. military vehicle was damaged in
the blast. Iraqi and American officials

could not immediately be reached for com-
ment.

In a separate incident, a bomb exploded
alongside another U.S. convoy in the east
of the city, witnesses said. No casualties
were reported in the blast, but American
troops opened fire afterward, injuring sev-
eral people, residents said.

Also in Mosul, three television techni-
cians were injured after a mortar attack on
Mosul TV station, an employee there said.
In a northern district of the city, gunmen
seriously wounded a police colonel and
killed his driver in the northern city of
Mosul, said Sayed Hussein, a medic at a
Mosul hospital where the casualties were
brought. The colonel’s bodyguard was also
wounded in the attack, he said.

In the capital, gunmen shot dead Interi-
or Ministry intelligence officer 1st Lt.
Ghazi Hoshi as he was getting into his car
to go to work in the southern neighborhood
of Dora, said Falah Mohamadawi, a police
detective.

In Kirkuk, an Iraqi army colonel, Ibra-
him Ahmed, died of wounds suffered after
gunmen opened fire on his vehicle west of
the city a day earlier, said police Col.
Anwar Hassan. Police in Kirkuk also found
the severed head of an unidentified man,
believed to be Iraqi.

Just north of Baghdad in Baqouba, 35
miles northeast of Baghdad, gunmen killed
the head of a local school as she was walk-
ing to work, said Col. Muthafar Shahab of
the provincial police force.

In nearby Buhriz, insurgents attacked a
police station with machine-gun fire at
dawn, but no casualties were reported, Sha-
bab said.

Also in Diyala province, Iraqi security
forces and U.S. troops stormed an insur-
gent hideout, killing one insurgent and cap-
turing another. One policeman was killed
in the raid, Shabab said.

In other violence Tuesday, a U.S. soldier
assigned to the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force was killed in action in western Iraq,
the U.S. military said in a statement from
Fallujah on Wednesday.

The military gave no other details of the
death.

On Wednesday, two U.S. soldiers died in
vehicle accidents and a third of a non-com-
bat injury, the military said, giving no
other details.

Also Tuesday, assailants killed Jassim
Mohammed Mousa al-Daraji, a former mu-
nicipal official and ex-Baath Party mem-
ber in the eastern Baghdad slum of Sadr
City, residents said Wednesday as they
gathered for his funeral.

Police find 8 bound, gagged corpses north of Baghdad
U.S. forces, insurgents clash; bombs explode near U.S. convoys

Nobody should come to Iraq at this

time. Not even journalists. Nobody.

Giuliana Sgrena

Italian journalist
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BY KATHERINE SHRADER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Al-Qaida and associated
groups top the list of threats to the United States,
leading government intelligence officials told Con-
gress on Wednesday in a grim assessment that also
highlighted Iran’s emergence as a major threat to
American interests in the Middle East.

Despite gains made against al-Qaida and other af-
filiates, CIA Director Porter Goss, in an unusually
blunt statement before the mostly secretive Senate
Intelligence Committee, said the terror group is in-
tent on finding ways to circumvent U.S. security en-
hancements to attack the homeland.

“It may be only a matter of time before al-Qaida
or other groups attempt to use chemical, biological,
radiological or nuclear weapons. We must focus on
that,” Goss said.

FBI Director Robert Mueller cautioned of the risk
posed by radicalized Muslim converts inside the
United States and said he worries about a sleeper op-
erative who may have been in place for years, await-
ing orders to launch an attack.

“I remain very concerned about what we are not
seeing,” he said in his prepared remarks.

More than three years since the Sept. 11, 2001,
World Trade Center and Pentagon attacks, Goss,

Mueller and other intelligence leaders provided
these and other bleak assessments at the annual
briefing on threats from around the globe.

Also at the hearing, the head of the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency, Vice Adm. Lowell Jacoby, painted
Iran as a leading threat to U.S. interests in the Mid-
dle East. In his prepared testimony, Jacoby said he
believes that Iran will continue its support for terror-
ism and aid for insurgents in Iraq.

He said the country’s long-term goal is to expel
the United States from the region, and noted that po-
litical reform movements there have lost momen-
tum.

Goss said that Islamic extremists are exploiting
the conflict in Iraq and fighters there represent a
“potential pool of contacts” to build transnational
terror groups. He said the most-wanted terrorist in
Iraq, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, hopes to establish Iraq
as a safe-haven to bring about a final victory over
the West.

Goss also said that the intelligence community
has yet to get to the “end of the trail” of the nuclear
black market run by disgraced Pakistani scientist,
A.Q. Khan. Goss wouldn’t rule out the possibility
that organizations, rather than states, could obtain
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons.

He also couldn’t assure senators that the United
States doesn’t face a threat from nuclear weapons
that may be missing from Russia.

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With military costs since Sept.
11, 2001, now expected to exceed $300 billion, the
Pentagon is spending more per soldier to fight in
Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere than it did during
earlier conflicts.

High technology, the costs of paying and protecting
a modern soldier, and the worldwide nature of the
war on terrorism are all possible reasons, experts
say.

“Every facet of military expenditure has skyrocket-
ed since the Gulf War,” said Loren B. Thompson, a
military expert with the Lexington Institute. “The big-
gest reason why is because the mili-
tary is more and more a microcosm
of the broader economy.”

The all-volunteer force, put in
place by President Nixon in 1973 to
replace the draft, has forced the
military to compete with the pri-
vate sector for soldiers, and offer
better pay and benefits, he said.
Sending those soldiers to war costs
still more.

“The bottom-line problem with
the all-volunteer force is you have
to convince middle-class people to
risk their lives for middle-class
pay, so of course the price for each
soldier keeps going up,” he said.

According to government fig-
ures, the war in Iraq costs about
$4.3 billion a month, and the war in
Afghanistan runs another $800 mil-
lion. That money goes for a variety
of things, including fuel, ammuni-
tion, hazard pay for the soldiers
and repair and replacement of
weapons and vehicles.

On average, the government spent a similar
amount monthly on the Vietnam War between 1965
and 1975, according to figures, adjusted for inflation,
from the Congressional Research Service.

However, that figure is somewhat skewed, as the
Vietnam War was far more costly at its height early
in the war, from 1967 to 1970, than it was in the later
years, when the U.S. presence was reduced.

The Bush administration similarly hopes it can re-
duce the U.S. troop presence in Iraq in the coming
year or two, if Iraqi security forces become more able
to handle the insurgency.

The United States spent $623 billion on the Viet-
nam conflict, according to the service, using figures
adjusted for inflation. If President Bush’s new $81.9
billion emergency request is implemented, U.S. war
costs since the Sept. 11 attacks will approach half
that.

Still, the United States has 170,000 troops deployed
to Iraq and Afghanistan, but that will drop to 155,000
or fewer in the coming weeks due to a small postelec-
tion drawdown in Iraq. During the height of the Viet-
nam War, more than half a million U.S. soldiers were
stationed in Southeast Asia.

Experts offered several reasons why post-Sept. 11
warfare has provided much more expensive per sol-
dier than earlier conflicts: —The U.S. military is

more professional and capable than
it was 30 years ago, when a signifi-
cant portion of the soldiers in Viet-
nam were draftees. Now, it includes
far more highly trained technicians
running expensive computers and
other gear. They are better paid,
better trained, better equipped than
their predecessors.

“We have a much better military
than we had back then. We spend
more on some kinds of support func-
tions than we did back then,” said
Steven M. Kosiak at the Center for
Strategic and Budgetary Assess-
ments.

� The military is relying much
more on Guard and Reserves than
it has in the past during extended
conflicts. Their pay comes from the
emergency war spending mea-
sures, rather than the regular de-
fense budget.

� The desert conditions of Iraq
are wearing on vehicles at a much

greater rate than expected, forcing more spending on
repairs and replacements.

� Combat deaths are down compared to previous
conflicts, owing to better training, better body and ve-
hicle armor and quick access to emergency medical
care, all of which are expensive investments.

� The global war on terror and the war in Iraq are
far-flung ventures that involve protracted deploy-
ments to many countries, requiring lots of transport,
logistics and communications to many places. U.S.
troops have also been sent in smaller numbers to
Georgia, Djibouti and the Philippines, among others,
to oppose Islamic extremist groups.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — As the
United States accelerates its train-
ing of Afghanistan’s fledgling
army, the nation’s defense minister
has revealed a wish list of
high-tech weaponry he says his na-
tion needs to defend itself.

Defense Minister Rahim Ward-
ak told The Associated Press his re-
quests include Apache helicopter
gunships and A-10 ground attack
planes, which the more than 1,000
American trainers coaching the
new Afghan army can currently
call in from U.S. bases in an emer-
gency.

He also would like U.S. forces to
help create and train Afghan com-
mando, engineer and intelligence
units. Transport planes and ar-
mored vehicles would also help,
Wardak said, and predicted a posi-
tive response from Washington.

“Once we improve our capabili-
ties, I think we will be good enough
to deal with any sort of internal
threat,” including Islamic mili-
tants, drug smugglers and war-
lords, Wardak said. “We think if we
take more of the burden of security
it will be much more economical —
in terms of money and human life
— for the coalition and NATO.”

But Wardak and Col. Bob Sharp,
a senior official in the U.S.-led coali-
tion, also said Washington and
Kabul are considering a long-term
security relationship that may in-
clude continued American bases.

The office of Lt. Gen. David
Barno, the overall commander of
U.S. forces in Afghanistan, and the
U.S. Embassy in Kabul had no com-
ment.

The U.S. military still has 17,000
soldiers in Afghanistan. Swaths of
the countryside remain under the
influence of militants or warlords
resisting the authority of President
Hamid Karzai.

But the re-emergence of the cen-
tral government and the expansion
of both the U.S.-trained Afghan Na-
tional Army and NATO-led securi-
ty forces in Afghanistan are easing
the burden on the American mili-
tary, which claims that Taliban-led
insurgents are a waning threat.

The Afghan national army had
been expected to reach its full
strength of 70,000, including 43,000
ground troops, by September 2007.

But Sharp, the British chief of
staff of the Office of Military Coop-
eration, which coordinates the
training, said the force could full
strength by the end of 2006.

CIA chief offers grim take on terror threat

AP

CIA Director Porter Goss, left, with FBI Director Robert Mueller testi-

fies before the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence during a hear-

ing in Washington to examine global threats against the United States.

Goss tells Congress al-Qaida focused on attacking U.S.

More spent per troop in current efforts than ever before

Afghan military seeks
high-tech equipment

The rising cost of war

AP

A U.S. soldier takes a picture as Afghan National Army soldiers pass by

during their graduation parade in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday.

You have to

convince

middle-class

people to risk

their lives for

middle-class pay,

so of course the

price for each

soldier keeps

going up.

Loren B. Thompson

Military expert,

Lexington Institute
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BY VALERIE BAUERLEIN

Raleigh News & Observer

WASHINGTON — Joey Bozik crosses
his one arm over his body, rifles his back-
pack for his pillbox. He flips the compart-
ment with his thumb, throws back his head
and pops the morphine pill into his mouth.

His wife, Jayme, does not reach to help
him.

She stands behind his wheelchair, ruf-
fling his buzz cut. The silver ring on her
left hand, gleaming like a chrome bumper,
is identical to the one on his left.

They are in their temporary home, a
room on the grounds of Walter Reed Army
Medical Center. They are smiling.

“I’ll tell you this much,” said Bozik, one
of the Iraq war’s three triple amputees.
“I’ve never been happier in my whole life.”

Bozik, 26, shipped out last March to Iraq.
He was in the desert, in a tent with nine
guys, the military police officers he led.

On Oct. 27, he was riding through the
desert south of Baghdad when his Humvee
rolled over a bomb. His buddies were OK.
But Joey lost his right leg above the knee.
His left leg, at the knee. His right arm, at
the elbow.

They sent him to Germany, to the hospi-
tal. Then they sent him home. He woke up
in the amputee ward in Walter Reed, in
Washington. His girlfriend Jayme, 25, was
there.

He hurt where his arm and legs used to
be. His foot hurt so badly he thought it was

broken. He doesn’t remember it, but
Jayme does. She stayed most nights in the
hospital room.

He could not feed himself, go to the bath-
room, turn a page.

Jayme cared for him as he became a
child all over again, learning to crawl, to
sit, to eat.

One day, he sent them all out, all but
Jayme.

He told her she was free to go, that he
loved her and he always would. She said,
as long as you have your head and your
heart, that’s all I need.

They married on New Year’s Eve in the
hospital chapel.

People donated a cake, a limo, a suite at
the Four Seasons Hotel with couches and
champagne and a bathroom made of mar-
ble.

She has a job now, an internship as an ex-
ercise physiologist at the National Naval
Medical Center in nearby Bethesda, Md. It
is her last requirement for graduation
from Texas A&M University.

He has a job, too, of sorts. Physical thera-
py, to build his strength and prepare for
prosthetic legs. Occupational therapy, to
learn to use a wheelchair, to cook one-hand-
ed, to write.

Bozik said he’s lucky to have gotten in-
jured after his wild days were spent. He
sees 18- or 19-year-old amputees in rehab,
in the dining hall. They have not had the
life he had.

They do not have the girl he has.

BY MIKE DORNING

Chicago Tribune

MOSUL, Iraq — After a Val-
entine’s Day dinner for two
served on a footlocker, Spec.
Nicole Jirtle said “yes” to Sgt.
Damon Schroeder’s marriage
proposal Monday.

The couple, who are de-
ployed at Camp Marez and
were profiled by the Chicago
Tribune, plan to get married
next year, after the end of
their tours of duty in Iraq with
the 113th Engineering Battal-
ion of the Indiana National
Guard.

With glowing military chemi-
cal lights setting the mood,
Schroeder said he sat next to
his girlfriend after dinner.

“He grabbed my hand and
said, ‘Will you marry me?’ I
said ‘Yes’ and hugged him for
so long,” said Jirtle, 21, of
Gary, Ind.

The couple later went to a
phone trailer and contacted rel-
atives back in Indiana.

Schroeder, 28, of LaPorte,
Ind., drives trucks for the bat-
talion, and Jirtle is a medic.

The two soldiers met six
months ago during the Guard
unit’s two-week summer field
exercises at Camp Atterbury,
Ind., and started dating soon af-
terward.

Their unit arrived in Iraq
for a one-year deployment in
December.

Valentines
even in a
war zone

BY SCHEHEREZADE

FARAMARZI

The Associated Press

SULAIMANIYAH, Iraq — Per-
sian pop songs blasting from
shops compete with Kurdish
music from passing cars. Hotel
bars and restaurants are packed
on the weekends, when people
take strolls through peaceful
streets.

Kurdish cities like this one in
northern Iraq have been largely
immune to the kind of violence
that much of the country has suf-
fered since the overthrow of Sadd-
am Hussein in the spring of 2003.

History and language differenc-
es add to Kurdistan’s contrast
with the rest of Iraq — differenc-
es that will become ever more im-
portant when a new transitional
government takes power, with
the largely secular and indepen-
dence-minded Kurds playing a
major role for the first time.

The key difference between
“here and there,” said columnist
Hiwa Osman, is the feeling of re-
sponsibility that Kurds have to-
ward their cities and towns.

“If people see a suspicious
car,” for instance, “they immedi-
ately report it to the security forc-
es,” Osman said. “In Baghdad or
other areas, there’s no sense of
ownership.”

Kurdistan is exempt from a na-
tionwide emergency law that has
been in force since November.
Law and order is largely enforced
here, a far cry from the chaos that
reigns in the rest of the country.

“First of all, the economic situa-
tion is better here, so is the securi-
ty situation,” said Noshirwan Mus-
tafa, a senior official in the Patriot-
ic Union of Kurdistan, the party
that controls Sulaimaniyah.

Mustafa, who studied at Bagh-
dad University in the 1960s, said
although he still loves Baghdad,
it’s too risky a place to venture
out unless absolutely necessary.

Almost daily bombings, kidnap-
pings and murders have driven
many Baghdad residents to take
refuge in Kurdistan.

Here, they find a very different
culture.

Plenty of shops sell alcohol
openly in Kurdistan, unlike in
Arab-populated areas where Is-
lamic extremists have murdered
liquor vendors.

Although Saddam’s army
fought a ruinous 1980-1988 war
against neighboring Iran, Iranian
films and music are popular
among Kurdish youth. Most Kurd-

ish youngsters speak Persian, and
many were either born or raised
in Iran while their parents were
exiles during Saddam’s regime.

The recent elections, though,
have brought out a nascent Iraqi
nationalism in some Kurds.

“We finally feel we are Iraqis,”
Osman said. “People feel they
have a new identity.”

Osman said the constitution,
which the new National Assem-
bly is tasked to draft, has to recog-
nize that the Kurds are different
from the Arabs, if there is to be na-
tional unity.

Most of the younger generation
never lived under Saddam, whose
genocide against the Kurds led to
the deaths of some 200,000 men,
women and children. But the ha-

tred lingers, even among the
youths who have never felt a part
of Iraq.

Still, there are signs that the
young generation may be ready
to bridge the gap between Kurdis-
tan and the rest of Iraq.

Ninth-grader Bafrin Najib
wants to learn Arabic so she can
understand the subtitles to the TV
films. She also wants to under-
stand the language of her fellow
citizens.

“I am very sad that I don’t
know Arabic,” she said in En-
glish.

“I went to Baghdad and I
couldn’t speak a word of Arabic.
We are in Iraq, we have to speak
it. We are also Iraqis, not Turk-
ish,” she said.

For 13 years since the end of
the first Gulf War, Kurds lived in
a semiautonomous region under
Western aerial protection, and
Kurdish language and customs
ruled.

At the very least, the Kurdish
parties now want a secular, demo-
cratic and federal Iraq that will
protect the freedoms they already
have.

With their newfound clout, they
may well get what they want.

The religious, majority Shiite
Muslims were by far the biggest
vote-getters in the Jan. 30 elec-
tion. But because a two-thirds ma-
jority is needed to control the leg-
islature, the Kurds, who make up
about 15 percent of Iraq’s popula-
tion, are in a powerful position to
shape a new government.

Many Sunni Arabs, who com-
prise an estimated 20 percent,
stayed home on election day, ei-
ther out of fear of violence or to
support a boycott call by radical
clerics opposed to the U.S. mili-
tary.

Triple amputee copes with life after war

ETHAN HYMAN/The (Raleigh, N.C.) News and Observer

“I can’t be in a room without touching her,” says Sgt. Joey Bozik of his wife, Jayme. The
two were married December 31, 2004, two months after Bozik lost both legs and an arm

in an explosion in Iraq. Even as a triple amputee, Bozik says he has never been happier,
because he has married the woman he loves.

Kurdish cities divided from southern Iraq

AP

Fourth grade pupils raise their hands during the Arabic language class

at a public school in the village of Hwana, near Sulaimaniyah in the

northern Kurdish area of Iraq on Feb. 7. Kurdish children learn Kurdish

language in school with only four hours of Arabic in a week.
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BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Child care
is the No. 1 concern for service-
members and their families,
three of the military’s four top en-
listed leaders told members of a
new House committee that focus-
es exclusively on quality-of-life is-
sues.

Inadequate family housing was
second.

“Child care has been a huge
challenge,” Sgt. Major of the
Army Kenneth Preston said

Wednesday.
“If you look
at the demo-
graphics,
most spous-
es today
work, [so]
the need for
child care is
very high.”

Sgt. Major
of the Ma-
rine Corps
John Estra-
da also

called child care “the No. 1”
issue, with “housing as a close sec-

ond.”
The Marine Corps is only meet-

ing 68 percent of its child care
needs, Estrada said.

In order to
meet a De-
fense Depart-
ment man-
dated stan-
dard of pro-
viding child
care for at
least 80 per-
cent of those
servicemem-
bers who re-
quire it,
“we’ll need
at least an-

other 100,000 [child care] spac-
es,” Estrada said.

“Well into the thousands” of
child care slots are required in
the Air Force, Chief Master Sgt.
of the Air Force Gerald Murray
said, listing the issue as the “larg-
est complaint” by airmen, also fol-
lowed by inadequate housing.

As for the Navy, “there are

6,485 for children under 12 on the
waiting list,” said Master Chief
Petty Officer of the Navy Terry
Scott, although he ranked child
care second on his list of priori-
ties.

“Housing is No. 1 on my list”
out of “concern for our single sail-
ors, and our ability to house

them,” Scott
said.

The four
leaders
spoke during
the first
meeting of
the House
Appropria-
tions Com-
mittee’s new
Military
Quality of
Life Subcom-
mittee,

which brings under one umbrella
housing, health care, education,
and other matters that used to be
scattered among several House
subcommittees.

The issues discussed at the
meeting, subcommittee chairman
Rep. James Walsh, R-N.Y.,
pledged, “will set the tone for this
committee over the coming year”
as the Pentagon’s fiscal 2006 bud-
get proposal works its way
through Congress.

Moving house

Often citing personal experi-
ence, the four service leaders
joined together in asking the sub-
committee to consider revising
the current limits on shipping
household goods.

“Anecdotally, between 60 and
70 percent” of the hundreds of en-
listed sailors Scott said he has in-
formally polled have had to
throw, give away, or sell personal
belongings to meet weight re-
quirements, the Navy leader said.

“A lot of those policies and regu-
lations were established decades
ago, and how soldiers live has
changed,” Preston said. When it
comes to “weight allowances for

household
goods, there
are some in-
equities
there … we’d
like to see
changed.”

“If you ask
us … if we
could in-
crease our
household
goods, yes
we would,”
the Air

Force’s Murray agreed.
Scott also told the subcommit-

tee about delays of 90 to 120 days
that servicemembers must en-
dure before receiving delivery of
private motor vehicles shipped to
an overseas duty station, as well
as “the inconvenience of having
to store or sell a vehicle because
you’re going to Alaska or Hawaii,
and you can only ship one vehi-
cle.”

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: bur-
gessl@stripes.osd.mil

Estrada

BY LESLIE MILLE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon is considering using lasers to
warn pilots they’ve flown into re-
stricted airspace, an unusual

choice because the government
also says terrorists might use the
beams of light to blind pilots as
they approach airports.

The North American Aero-
space Defense Command, or
NORAD, has been researching
the use of alternating red and
green lasers as a way to communi-
cate with pilots flying too near the
Capitol or the White House when
they can’t be reached by radio.

NORAD tried the
ground-based laser signals on a
test plane flying into Washing-
ton’s Reagan National Airport
last Friday. The low-intensity
lights are safe for the eyes, the
command said in a statement.

If the system becomes opera-
tional, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration would send a special
notice to pilots describing the
lights and telling them what to do
if they see them.

Retired airline Capt. Steve
Luckey on Tuesday called the
warning system “a step in the
right direction — as long as they

can show they’re prudent or
safe.”

Luckey, who chairs the nation-
al security committee for the Air
Line Pilots Association Interna-
tional, has long been concerned
about reports of powerful green
laser beams projected into cock-
pits. An FAA study concluded
that lasers could cause a plane to
crash.

Beginning in December, the
FBI investigated a rash of inci-
dents around the country in
which lasers were shined through
cockpit windows. Though no links
to terrorism were found, the gov-
ernment said in January it would
require pilots to report immedi-
ately any lasers beamed at air-
planes.

Such notification would allow
air traffic controllers to broadcast
warnings and quickly notify law
enforcement officers.

Since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks, hundreds of small
planes have flown within the re-
stricted airspace around the capi-
tal — a 15¾-mile radius around
the Washington Monument.

Preston

Murray

Scott

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In the
spring of 1954, Allen L. Pope
risked life and limb to fly covert
Central Intelligence Agency re-
supply missions to besieged
French forces in what is now Viet-
nam. But the thing he recounts
most vividly is not the dangers he
faced. It’s the heroism of the
French troops he was helping.

“This is what I’ll always remem-
ber: the way they fought. There
were men without hands, men
without legs, men without feet,
men that were blinded,” he says.
“They were catching hell.”

They caught it at Dien Bien
Phu, a cluster of villages in a val-
ley ringed by mountains near the
Laotian border. Communist
rebels on higher ground pum-
meled the French with artillery in
an epic battle that marked the
end of French colonial rule in In-

dochina and foreshadowed the
U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

Next week, nearly 51 years
after the fall of Dien Bien Phu,
the seven surviving American pi-
lots who braved those perilous
skies — but later were essentially
disowned by the CIA — will be
awarded the Chevalier de la Le-
gion d’Honneur, or Legion of
Honor, France’s highest award
for service.

Six of the seven will gather at
the official residence of French
Ambassador Jean-David Levitte
for a Feb. 24 ceremony to com-
memorate an important chapter
in the history of U.S.-French rela-
tions.

“It’s a nice gesture on their
part,” says Douglas R. Price, who
was 29 years old when he flew 39
airdrop missions to Dien Bien
Phu in April and May 1954 as a ci-
vilian employee of Civil Air Trans-
port, a flying service whose unde-
clared owner was the CIA.

Enlisted leaders say adequate housing also is problem

Stars and Stripes

The Navy will commission its newest nuclear-powered attack subma-
rine Jimmy Carter on Saturday at Naval Submarine Base New London
in Groton, Conn.

President Carter is the only U.S. president to have qualified in sub-
marines. He served in the Navy for seven years.

Carter graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1946, served as a
commissioned officer aboard submarines, and served as command-
er-in-chief from 1977 to 1981. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2002.

In a time-honored Navy tradition, former first lady Rosalynn Carter
will give the first order to “man our ship and bring her to life!” accord-
ing to the Navy News Service.

The Jimmy Carter is the third and final submarine of the Seawolf
class.

Capt. Robert D. Kelso will serve as Jimmy Carter’s first command-
ing officer, leading a crew of 130 officers and sailors.

AP

This painting by artist Jeff Bass shows a C-119 “Flying Boxcar,” com-

missioned by the Fairchild Corp., to commemorate the role of CIA-spon-

sored civilian pilots in resupplying besieged French forces at Dien Bien

Phu in the spring of 1954.

Sub named for Carter to hit seas

Child care is No. 1 concern for troops

NORAD tests laser warning system

Covert U.S. aviators will get
French award for heroism
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Pipe bomb found

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A
pipe bomb was found and safe-
ly dismantled at a Department
of Motor Vehicles office Tues-
day — the latest in what is
being investigated as a string
of possible ecoterrorist inci-
dents in communities east of
Sacramento.

In the same community of
Auburn, a different type of
homemade explosive was
found and dismantled Sunday
outside the Placer County
Courthouse. No one claimed re-
sponsibility for either incident,
the FBI said.

The FBI’s Joint Terrorism
Task Force is now investigat-
ing five incidents. The earliest
occurred Dec. 27 and two have
been claimed as the work of
the Earth Liberation Front, a
radical environmental group.

Girl accused of killing

ST. LOUIS — A 12-year-old
girl has been charged with
murder under juvenile law for
allegedly killing her 9-year-old
sister, apparently in a dispute
over a hamburger.

A Family Court judge will
determine if the girl should be
tried as an adult, but no date
has been set for that proceed-
ing, said Kathryn Herman, as-
sistant administrator for the
St. Louis Family Court. A de-
tention hearing is set for
Wednesday.

On Feb. 1, a social worker
told police the 12-year-old was
in a hospital psychiatric unit,
suffering visions and night-
mares, and had told the staff
she strangled her sister during
a quarrel over a hamburger,
police told the Post-Dispatch.

Graham said those state-
ments and the 9-year-old’s inju-
ries led him to determine the
cause of death was strangula-
tion. “No other condition rea-
sonably explains her death,”
he said.

From The Associated Press

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

The House on Wednesday overwhelm-
ingly approved a dramatic increase in
fines for indecent programming, rejecting
criticism the penalties will stifle free
speech and homogenize radio and TV
broadcasts.

Supporters said stiffer penalties are
needed to give deep-pocketed broadcast-
ers more incentive to clean up their pro-
grams and to help assure parents that their
children won’t be exposed to inappropriate
material.

The measure, which passed 389-38,
boosts the maximum fine from $32,500 to
$500,000 for a company and from $11,000
to $500,000 for an individual entertainer.

The bill enjoyed broad bipartisan sup-
port from lawmakers upset about incidents
like Janet Jackson’s breast-baring “ward-
robe malfunction” at the 2004 Super Bowl
halftime show.

“This is a penalty that makes broadcast-

ers sit up and take notice,” said Rep. Joe
Barton, R-Texas, chairman of the Energy
and Commerce Committee that sent the
bill to the full House. “This legislation
makes great strides in making it safe for
families to come back into their living
room.”

The White House, in a statement, said it
strongly supports the legislation that “will
make broadcast television and radio more
suitable for family viewing.”

The Senate is considering a similar bill.
Any differences in the two will have to be
worked out before it goes to President
Bush for a signature.

Opponents said they were concerned
stiffer fines by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission would lead to more
self-censorship by broadcasters and enter-
tainers unclear about the definition of “in-
decent.”

They cited the example of several ABC
affiliates that last year did not air the
World War II drama “Saving Private
Ryan” because of worries that violence
and profanity would lead to fines, even
though the movie already had aired on net-
work TV.

“We would put Big Brother in charge of
deciding what is art and what is free
speech,” said Rep. Jan Schakowsky, D-Ill.,
who opposed the bill. “We would see self-
and actual-censorship rise to new and un-
desirable heights.”

A similar bill easily won House passage
last year, but lawmakers couldn’t work out
a compromise agreement with the Senate,
which approved a different version.

The Federal Communications Commis-
sion has stepped up enforcement of the in-
decency statute, perhaps most notably
with a $550,000 fine against CBS for its

2004 Super Bowl broadcast that included
Jackson’s “wardrobe malfunction.” Radio
personality Howard Stern also has been a
frequent target.

Fines for indecent programming exceed-
ed $7.7 million last year.

Four years ago, FCC fines totaled just
$48,000.

The FCC has wide latitude to impose
fines. It can fine an individual company,
groups of stations owned by a company
and individual entertainers. In the case of
CBS, it imposed a fine of $27,500 against
each of 20 stations owned by the network.

All five members of the FCC — three Re-
publicans and two Democrats — favor
greatly increasing the fines.

The House bill allows the FCC to fine an
individual entertainer, such as a disc jock-
ey, without first issuing a warning, which
is the case now. The FCC has never before
issued such a fine.

Several Democrats contended the bill
would curb free speech and cause more
broadcasters and entertainers to censor
themselves.

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Jurors began
deliberations Wednesday follow-
ing closing arguments in the trial
of a former priest accused of sexu-
ally molesting an altar boy, who
shot the cleric on a city street a de-
cade after the alleged abuse.

Maurice Blackwell, 58, who did
not testify, faces up to 60 years in
prison if convicted of molesting
Dontee Stokes, 29, who served
home detention on a gun charge
for attacking the former Roman
Catholic priest.

In their closing arguments, de-
fense attorneys portrayed Stokes
as a disturbed young man who
made up the allegations to deal
with a sexual identity crisis, and
the prosecution called him a vul-
nerable victim preyed upon by a
trusted father
figure.

Stokes ad-
mitted in
court that he
has had trou-
ble distinguish-
ing between
fantasy and re-
ality at times,
but firmly
maintained he
was sexually
abused in
Blackwell’s
residence at
the rectory of St. Edwards
Church in Baltimore.

Prosecutor Jo Anne Stanton
said Stokes’ mental problems coin-
cided with the alleged abuse,
which Stokes said started in 1989,
when he was 13. She said it was
normal for an abused child to
“question ... what is real ... .”

Blackwell was stripped of his
church authority after acknowl-
edging he had a sexual relation-
ship with a teenage boy in the
early 1970s.

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration promised prompt action Wednesday on rec-
ommendations from advisory committees probing
the safety of popular painkillers, but urged the advis-
ers to balance the risks and benefits of the drugs.

Vioxx was pulled from the market Sept. 30 after a
long-term clinical trial indicated some patients suf-
fered heart attacks or strokes. Similar safety ques-
tions have risen concerning the related drugs Cele-
brex and Bextra.

The advisory committees are hearing from gov-
ernment officials, physicians, researchers and the
public in three days of meetings before voting on
recommendations for these prescription drugs,
known as Cox-2 inhibitors.

The committee could make a range of recommen-
dations including limiting these drugs to people not
known to be at risk of heart problems, reducing the
dose or duration of use, requiring tougher warning
labels and even taking the drugs off the market.

Dr. Steven Galson, acting director of the FDA’s
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, said the
agency will act rapidly — in the next few weeks —
on the committee recommendations. The FDA is not
required to accept such recommendations, but gen-
erally does.

Galson reminded the group that
the drugs in question are important
painkillers widely used by people in
chronic pain. It is important to bal-
ance the risks of drugs with their
benefits, he said.

A drug that has a positive risk-ben-
efit balance for the population as a
whole, Galson added, may still cause
serious problems for some individu-
als.

The FDA has been criticized for
being slow to recognize problems
with these drugs.

However, committee chairman
Dr. Alistair J. Wood of Vanderbilt
University stressed as he opened the session that

the committee “is not here to delegate blame or re-

visit the past.”

Vioxx was withdrawn by its manufacturer, Merck

& Co. Celebrex and Bextra, made by Pfizer Inc., re-

main on the market.
Dr. Garrett A. FitzGerald of the University of

Pennsylvania told the committees that just as
low-dose aspirin affords heart protection and a
small but definite risk of stomach and intestinal

problems, so the Cox-2 inhibitors “af-
ford gastrointestinal protection and
a small but absolute risk of cardio-
vascular events.”

Fitzgerald said the fact that heart
problems have been seen in all three
Cox-2 drugs in five clinical trials in-
dicates that the problem is with the
class of drugs, not an individual
drug.

Other drugs in the class are await-
ing approval and are likely to face in-
creased requirements to win the
right to be sold, he said.

It would be logical, he said, to re-
quire the existing Cox-2 drugs to
pass the same new hurdles to retain

their approval.
On Tuesday, the Health and Human Services De-

partment announced that the FDA will establish a
new Drug Safety Oversight Board to monitor medi-
cines once they’re on the market and emerging infor-
mation on risks and benefits.

FDA promises
swift action
on drug safety

AP

Health and Human Services Secretary Mike Leavitt

announces on Tuesday that the FDA will establish a

new independent board to monitor FDA-approved

medicines once they’re on the market.

House OKs increasing indecency fines
Recommends maximum fines of $500,000

Defrocked
priest trial
nears end

Blackwell
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New Homeland chief sworn in

WASHINGTON — Michael Chertoff was
sworn in Tuesday as the nation’s second
Homeland Security secretary, hours after
the Senate placed the tough-on-terrorism
former prosecutor in charge of a bureaucra-
cy prone to infighting and turf wars.

Chertoff replaces Tom Ridge, who
stepped down Feb. 1.

Fatal bus crash report issued

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Federal investi-
gators have determined that faulty repair
work on a bus roof contributed to an Octo-
ber accident that killed 15 people traveling
to a Mississippi casino.

A garage fire had damaged the Walters
Charter and Tours motorcoach some time
before the accident, the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board said Tuesday. The roof
was repaired poorly, with many mis-
aligned rivet points and corrosion, the
NTSB said.

Plea in L.A. train wreck case

LOS ANGELES — The man accused of
causing a deadly train wreck during an
aborted suicide attempt last month plead-
ed not guilty to 11 counts of murder that
could bring the death penalty.

Juan Manuel Alvarez, 25, parked an
SUV on the tracks Jan. 26 but lost his
nerve and jumped out in time to see two
commuter trains crash in suburban Glen-
dale, authorities said.

Hospital passes inspection

LOS ANGELES — The only public hospi-
tal in gang-ridden South Los Angeles has
passed a new federal inspection, lifting the
threat of losing $200 million a year in Medi-
care funding, county officials said.

From The Associated Press

BY MALCOLM RITTER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A new analysis of bones
unearthed nearly 40 years ago in Ethiopia
has pushed the fossil record of modern hu-
mans back to nearly 200,000 years ago —
perhaps close to the dawn of the species.

Researchers determined that the speci-
mens are around 195,000 years old. Previ-
ously, the oldest known fossils of Homo sa-
piens were Ethiopian skulls dated to about
160,000 years ago.

Genetic studies estimate that Homo sapi-
ens arose about 200,000 years ago, so the
new research brings the fossil record more
in line with that, said John Fleagle of Stony
Brook University in New York, an author
of the study.

The fossils were found in 1967 near the
Omo River in southwestern Ethiopia. One
location yielded Omo I, which includes
part of a skull plus skeletal bones. Another
site produced Omo II, which has more of a
skull but no skeletal bones. Neither speci-
men has a complete face.

Although Omo II shows more primitive

characteristics than Omo I, scientists
called both specimens Homo sapiens and
assigned a tentative age of 130,000 years.

Now, after visiting the discovery sites, an-
alyzing their geology and testing rock sam-
ples with more modern dating techniques,
Fleagle and colleagues report in Thurs-
day’s issue of the journal Nature that both
specimens are 195,000 years old, give or
take 5,000 years.

Fleagle said the more primitive traits of
Omo II may mean the two specimens came
from different but overlapping Homo sapi-
ens populations, or that they just represent
natural variation within a population.

To find the age of the skulls, the research-
ers determined that volcanic rock lying
just below the sediment that contained the
fossils was about 196,000 years old. They
then found evidence that the fossil-bearing
sediment was deposited soon after that
time.

Paul Renne, director of the Berkeley

Geochronology Center, which specializes
in dating rocks, said the researchers made
“a reasonably good argument” to support
their dating of the fossils.

“It’s more likely than not,” he said, call-
ing the work “very exciting and impor-
tant.”

Rick Potts, director of the Human Ori-
gins Program at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Museum of Natural Histo-
ry, said he considered the case for the new
fossil ages “very strong.” The work sug-
gests that “we’re right on the cusp of
where the genetic evidence says the origin
of modern humans ... should be,” he said.

G. Philip Rightmire, a paleoanthropolo-
gist at Binghamton University in New
York, said he believes the Omo fossils
show Homo sapiens plus a more primitive
ancestor. The find appears to represent the
aftermath of the birth of Homo sapiens,
when it was still living alongside its ances-
tral species, he said.

Skulls found
decades ago
are oldest
humans

AP

Two partial skulls unearthed in Ethiopia in 1967 are seen in this undated photo. The

skulls are about 195,000 years old, making them the earliest known well-dated remains

of anatomically modern humans, called Homo sapiens, a new analysis says.
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Researchers in Japan have
discovered some eye-opening news about coffee: It
may help prevent the most common type of liver
cancer.

A study of more than 90,000 Japanese found that
people who drank coffee daily or nearly every day
had half the liver cancer risk of those who never
drank coffee. The protective effect occurred in peo-
ple who drank one to two cups a day and increased
at three to four cups.

Animal studies have suggested a protective asso-
ciation of coffee with liver cancer, so the research
team led by Monami Inoue of the National Cancer
Center in Tokyo analyzed a 10-year public health
study to determine coffee use by people diagnosed
with liver cancer and people who did not have can-
cer.

They found the likely occurrence of liver cancer
in people who never or almost never drank coffee
was 547.2 cases per 100,000 people over 10 years.

But for people who drank coffee daily the risk
was 214.6 cases per 100,000, the researchers report
in this week’s issue of the Journal of the National
Cancer Institute.

They were unable to compare the effect of regu-
lar and decaffeinated coffee, however, because
decaf is rarely consumed in Japan. The caffeine in
coffee has been shown in other studies to prompt
mental alertness in many drinkers, although it
makes some people nervous. Some studies have
suggested caffeine aggravates symptoms of meno-
pause or intensifies the side effects of some antibiot-
ics.

Heavy caffeine use has been linked to miscar-
riage. But studies have also shown that a skin
cream spiked with caffeine lowers the risk of skin
cancer in mice. The authors note that the study
needs to be repeated in other groups. The Japanese
study was funded by the Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare of Japan. The U.S. study was funded
by the National Institutes of Health.

AP

The Coffee Grinder in the Westminster (Md.) Shopping Center offers

over 50 varieties of coffee beans. Researchers in Japan have discov-

ered some eye-opening news about coffee: It may help prevent the

most common type of liver cancer.

Study: Prenatal pollutant exposure
may be linked to genetic changes

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A study of New York
City newborns suggests that prenatal
exposure to air pollution may be linked
to genetic changes associated with an in-
creased risk of cancer, researchers said
Tuesday.

The study by Columbia University fol-
lowed 60 newborns and their non-smok-
ing mothers in low-income neighbor-
hoods, primarily in Harlem and the
Bronx.

Their exposure to combustion-relat-
ed pollutants caused primarily by vehi-
cles was measured by backpack air
monitors worn by the women during
the third trimester of their pregnancies.

When the babies were born, genetic
alterations were measured.

Researchers found about a 50 per-
cent increase in the level of persistent

genetic abnormalities in the infants
who had the higher levels of exposure,
said Dr. Frederica Perera, director of
the center and senior author of the
study.

“We already knew that air pollutants
significantly reduced fetal growth, but
this is the first time we’ve seen evi-
dence that they can change chromo-
somes in utero,” Perera said.

She said the kind of genetic changes
that occurred have been linked in other
studies to increased risk of cancer.

The study, published in the journal
Cancer Epidemiology Biomarkers and
Prevention, is part of a broader
multi-year research project started in
1998 that examines the health effects of
exposure of pregnant women and ba-
bies to air pollutants, pesticides and
smoking.

Confiscating sentimental items

CITY, Texas — A Texas company is adding
a service at some airports to prevent airline
passengers from losing sentimental items con-
fiscated as potential weapons.

League City-based ReturnKey Systems has
developed automated mailing kiosks that are
being set up in major international airports to
allow travelers to mail home items forbidden
aboard aircraft. They are already at Newark,
Washington Dulles, New York LaGuardia and
Houston’s Bush Intercontinental airports.
More airports are scheduled to receive the
kiosks throughout the year, the company said.

T-Mobile hacker pleads guilty

LOS ANGELES — A hacker who broke into
the network of T-Mobile USA Inc. and access-
ed personal information on hundreds of cus-
tomers including a Secret Service agent has
pleaded guilty to a felony hacking charge.

Nicholas Lee Jacobsen, a 21-year-old com-
puter engineer who now who lives in Oregon,
entered his plea Tuesday in U.S. District Court

in Los Angeles. He faces up to five years in
federal prison and a $250,000 fine when he is
sentenced May 16.

The break-in targeted the network of Belle-
vue, Wash.-based T-Mobile USA, which has
16.3 million customers nationwide. It was dis-
covered during a Secret Service investiga-
tion.

Three arrested on gun charges

SEATTLE — Federal agents have arrested
three men on gun and explosives charges, in-
cluding a white supremacist who once served
time for plotting to kill Martin Luther King Jr.

Keith Gilbert, 65, was taken into custody
Tuesday at his home in Seattle’s University
District, FBI spokeswoman Robbie Burroughs
said. His associate, William D. Heinrich, 50,
was arrested at a nearby home.

A court complaint said Gilbert, a former fol-
lower of late Aryan Nations founder Richard
Butler, sold automatic AK-47 machine guns
and other weapons to a confidential informant
working with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms.

From The Associated Press

Coffee may help thwart liver cancer

Report: Tax hike, education = cleaner water
BY BRIAN SKOLOFF

The Associated Press

FRESNO, Calif. — An environ-
mental group has proposed a tax
hike on pesticides that would
fund classes for California farm-
ers on how to reduce the amount
of toxic runoff in the state’s water
supply.

Gary Wolff, chief economist at
the Oakland-based Pacific Insti-
tute, an environmental research
group, said farmers who enroll in
such classes could receive re-
bates that make up for the 7.9 per-
cent tax increase.

“They would actually be mak-
ing money,” said Wolff, who
wrote the institute’s Feb. 8 report,
“Investing in Clean Agriculture.”

Urban buyers of all sorts of
chemicals, such as chlorine for
pools, also would pay the added
tax and bear some of the costs for
the classes, the report says.

Pesticides are taxed in Califor-
nia at 2.1 percent of wholesale
value. The group wants to in-
crease that to 10 percent. The tax
would last three years, then re-
vert to 2.1 percent.

“It is, in our opinion, the only
way to escape long-term social
forces that could be very detri-
mental to farms and farmers and
food security,” the report says.

Pesticide use in California in
2003 jumped 4 percent from a

year earlier, to about 175 million
pounds, according to the state De-
partment of Pesticide Regulation.

“Pesticide expenditures as a
percent of profit have been rising
steadily,” Wolff said. “By getting
a handle on when and where they
can use less pesticides, farmers
are going to improve their bottom
line.”

Farmer David Sarabian, who
grows peaches, plums, nectarines
and grapes in the San Joaquin Val-
ley, said new taxes are not neces-
sary.

“We’re an educated group of
people,” he said. “We know there
are alternatives and sometimes
you use them, and sometimes
they work, but sometimes they
are cost-prohibitive.”

Wolff’s report says similar tax
increases have worked else-
where.

In Denmark, a program started
in 1986 reduced pesticide use by
more than 50 percent within 10
years, the report found.

Glenn Brank, spokesman for
the state Department of Pesticide
Regulation, said Wolff’s plan is
too complicated and doesn’t ac-
count for the need for people to or-
ganize classes and distribute
funds.

Brank said the department is
working on a plan for more envi-
ronmentally sound pest manage-
ment practices.

AP

Farm owner David Sarabian applies a low-grade pesticide to orchard trees Monday at his ranch in Fresno,

Calif. A study by chief economist Gary Wolff at the Oakland-based Pacific Institute suggests hiking the tax on

pesticides and using the extra money to educate farmers on how to reduce toxic runoff.
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BY EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS

The Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. — Blues great B.B. King
pulled a white handkerchief from his pocket
and wiped away tears as the state House and
Senate declared Tuesday to be B.B. King Day.

“I never learned to talk very well without
Lucille,” King said, speaking of his black Gib-
son guitar. “But today, I’m trying to say only
God knows how I feel. I am so happy. Thank
you.”

Lawmakers and Gov. Haley Barbour hon-
ored the 79-year-old Delta native during a
standing-room-only ceremony in the Senate
chamber.

King, whose hits include “The Thrill is
Gone,” said it was the first time had set foot in
the Mississippi Capitol.

Outside, King was mobbed by fans seeking
autographs and pictures. He graciously in-
dulged the requests, even signing a
candy-apple red Fender electric guitar for
Ben Thompson, chief of staff for Lt. Gov. Amy
Tuck.

“Signing guitars that are not Gibson is like
being married and kissing a woman who is not
your wife,” King said with a smile.

Arkansas Lt. Gov. Winthrop Paul Rock-
efeller attended the ceremony, and stayed to
get a picture with King.

The singer and guests were treated to lunch
at the Governor’s Mansion. During an
after-lunch interview in his limousine, King
said his home state, which once struggled
with racial oppression, has made “night and
day” changes over the decades.

“I feel like the prodigal son and they have
killed the fattest calf,” he said. “I am having
the time of my life. I thought when I got mar-
ried it was the happiest time. I thought when I
had my first child it was the happiest time.
Those were great times.

“This has been the most beautiful day of my
life.”

Riley B. King was born Sept. 16, 1925, on a
cotton plantation in Berclair, outside Itta

Bena. He earned the nickname “B.B.” — for
Beale Street Blues Boy or just Blues Boy —
during his early career in Memphis, Tenn.

King has earned 13 Grammy awards and
has been inducted into the Blues Foundation
Hall of Fame and the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.

He has sold more than 40 million records
worldwide, and Barbour said there are “more
to come — because the thrill is not gone.”

BY BEN WALKER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In the dog show world, they
call it a “free stack.” That’s when a pooch
strikes a pose, holds perfectly still and tries to
win over the judge.

Just the way a German shorthaired pointer
did it Tuesday night.

Standing like the very symbol of the West-
minster Kennel Club, a 5-year-old female
called Carlee won best in show at America’s
most prestigious canine event.

“She was spectacular,” star handler
Michelle Ostermiller said.

With soft eyes and a gliding gait that she mas-
tered by running three to four miles a day, Car-
lee beat out a popular Norfolk terrier, a champi-
on bloodhound and a wobbling Pekingese.

All seven finalists gave fine performances on
the green carpet of Madison Square Garden.
But the sellout crowd and judge Lynette Saltz-
man were clearly won over by Carlee’s stack.

Paying rapt attention to Ostermiller, Carlee
pointed with perfection as the cheers grew
louder and louder. A living statue for a good
10 seconds — it seemed like an eternity.

“She owned the ground she stood over,”
USA Network host David Frei said later.

Last year, Ostermiller neatly guided a big
Newfoundland named Josh to this best in
show title. This time, she came back to be the
tops among the 2,581 entries in 165 breeds
and varieties.

“I’m stunned,” she said.
Officially named Ch. Kan-Point’s VJK Au-

tumn Roses, Carlee won the sporting group
earlier in the evening and wound up with her
ninth best in show title overall.

A sprightly Norfolk terrier named Coco rep-
resented the terriers.

She was the favorite at Westminster last
year, and came back this time at 6½ years old
after taking off six months to deliver three pup-
pies — Tom, Dick and Harry.

Knotty, a bloodhound that won the AKC/Eu-
kanuba show last month, was trying to become
the first hound in 22 years to take best in show
at Westminster. Instead, he’s headed home to
Topanga Canyon, Calif.

A Pekingese called Jeffrey was the toy win-
ner.

New York Daily News

NEW YORK — The frenzy over Jackie
Kennedy Onassis’ bric-a-brac soared to new
heights Tuesday, with a lowly doorstop selling
for $4,800 on the opening day of a three-day
auction.

In a day of brisk bidding, an oak rocking
chair — one of several President Kennedy
used for his ailing back — went for $96,000 to
an anonymous telephone bidder.

A sugar bowl, which carried a presale esti-
mate of $100 to $150, was sold for $7,200. The
prices include a 20 percent buyer’s premium.
By day’s end, the second Sotheby’s auction of
Jackie O’s possessions in nine years had
brought in $1,747,620, much more than the $1
million experts had predicted for the entire
catalogue.

With two days to go in the auction, it’s clear
the Kennedy name still carries some magic,
transforming garage-sale items into highly
sought remnants of Camelot.

The cast-iron doorstop in the form of a bas-
ket of posies, for example, was estimated to
fetch only $60 to $80.

“It was pretty, and I like flowers,” said win-
ning bidder Melinda Cogen, 50 of Manhattan,
a Jackie admirer. “I had to buy something,
and I figured to do it early.”

Experts cited the “associative value” of the
iconic Kennedy name for attracting a full
house of bidders.

Most were more than willing to pay up to 20
times presale estimates to own items from the
Kennedy and Onassis homes on Fifth Avenue
and in Hyannis Port and Martha’s Vineyard,
Mass., Peapack, N.J., and Middleburg, Va.

Blues legend is
moved to tears

Mississippi celebrates B.B. King

AP

Sen. David Jordan, D-Greenwood, right, holds aloft a House resolution honoring blues legend

and Miss. native B.B. King, left, who waves to a packed Senate Chamber in Jackson, Miss. The

state, which once struggled with racial oppression, declared Tuesday to be B.B. King Day.

AP

Carlee, a German shorthaired pointer,

competes Tuesday in the Westminster Kennel

Club Dog Show in New York. Carlee, handled

by Michelle Ostermiller, won best in show.

Westminster
crowns Carlee

Fans open wallets
at Kennedy auction
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BY AHMED AL-HAJ

The Associated Press

SAN‘A, Yemen — A suspected
member of al-Qaida has turned
himself in to authorities and con-
fessed to planning terror attacks
against Western embassies in the
Yemeni capital, security officials
said Wednesday.

The man, identified only as a
30-year-old Yemeni extremist,
has told his interrogators he be-
longed to a cell of the al-Qaida ter-
ror group and he planned to carry
out a suicide attack on the U.N. of-
fices in San‘a last week, the offi-
cials said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

The militant surrendered last
week to the Yemeni intelligence
department in San‘a, the officials
said. They did not say why he
turned himself in.

After his surrender, police
searched his house and confiscat-
ed weapons and explosives, the of-
ficials said.

Authorities have increased secu-
rity outside the U.N. building,
which the militant said his cell
had noticed was not well protect-
ed. Soldiers now patrol the
three-story villa around the clock.

The officials said the militant
also confessed that he and five oth-
ers, including Saudis, had planned
to attack Western embassies, in-
cluding the American and British
embassies. The officials did not
provide further details.

On Monday, 11 suspected mem-
bers of the al-Qaida terror net-
work went on trial on charges of
planning attacks in Yemen and
other countries.

The suspects on Wednesday got
support from al-Qaida in Iraq, in a
statement posted on an Islamic
Web site that regularly carries mil-
itant statements.

It warned Yemen’s leaders that
they will “find no way to escape
the spears of the soldiers of
Yemen. ... There is no worse than
a tyrant who fights the Muslims
and leaves behind the infidels.”

Syria responds to U.S.
removal of ambassador

BY ZEINA KARAM

The Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — U.S. Am-
bassador Margaret Scobey, who
has been summoned home over
the assassination of Lebanon’s
ex-premier, delivered a letter
Wednesday to Syrian officials
from U.S. Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice concerning Leba-
non, the official news agency said.

After meeting with Scobey, For-
eign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa
said the U.S. recalling of Scobey
“is an opportunity to carry Syrian
positions directly to the American
administration in light of regional
developments,” SANA said.

The agency said Scobey ex-
pressed hope that she would re-
sumed her work in Damascus “as
soon as possible.” It added that
Rice’s letter, delivered to
al-Sharaa, was related to develop-
ments in Lebanon, Iraq and the
peace process. Al-Sharaa, in turn,
handed her Syria’s reply in a let-
ter.

Syrian analysts close to the gov-
ernment called the U.S. measure
to recall its ambassador unfair.

“It is an unjustified escalation at
this point that aims at sending a
message,” said Imad Fawzi
Shoueibi, a Syrian political analyst
who routinely expresses views
shared by the Syrian government.

Washington’s move Tuesday
came as the U.N. Security Council
called for an urgent report from
the U.N. secretary-general on the
“circumstances, causes and conse-
quences” of Rafik Hariri’s death
in a massive explosion that ripped

through his motorcade Monday in
Beirut and killed 16 others.

In Beirut, Lebanon, on Wednes-
day, mourners holding banners
saying “Syria Out!” crowded
around the flag-draped coffin of
former Prime Minister Rafik Hari-
ri, and his family warned the
pro-Damascus government to stay
away as hundreds of thousands of
people turned his funeral into a
spontaneous rally against Syria.

Along the funeral route through
downtown Beirut, the Lebanese
flag was hung from balconies and
pictures were posted of Hariri,
who was assassinated Monday by
a massive car bomb that also
killed 16 others.

Angry mourners shouted in-
sults at Syrian President Bashar
Assad to “remove your dogs from
Beirut” — a reference to Syrian in-
telligence agents, part of an over-
all contingent of 15,000 troops de-
ployed here since 1976.

Terror suspect left goodbye note

MADRID, Spain — One of the prime suspects in
the Madrid train bombings left a goodbye note say-
ing he prayed for martyrdom and encouraging his
children to join Islamic militant fighters, according
to previously classified documents released Tues-
day.

Police said the letter was written and signed by
Moroccan Abdenabbi Kounjaa before he committed
suicide in April last year.

It was among 125 pages of police documents re-
leased Tuesday by the National Court judge leading
the investigation into the March 11, 2004 bombings.

Iran says U.S. flew drones over sites

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s intelligence chief on
Wednesday accused the United States of flying spy
drones over its nuclear sites and threatened to shoot
down the unmanned surveillance crafts.

Intelligence Minister Ali Yunesi comments
backed a report in The Washington Post on Sunday
that quoted unidentified U.S. officials as saying the
drones have been flying over Iran for nearly a year
to seek evidence of nuclear weapons programs.

Also in Iran on Wednesday, Iranian state televi-
sion reported that an explosion near the southwest-
ern town of Deylam, about 110 miles from a nuclear
facility, may have been caused by a fuel tank drop-
ping from an Iranian plane. A government spokes-
man said the blast may have been caused by friend-

ly fire. However, a top security official said the blast
was caused during the construction of a dam.

Tsunami survivor ‘Baby 81’ reunion

KALMUNAI, Sri Lanka — The 4-month-old boy
who was swept from his mother’s arms in the Asian
tsunami was handed to his parents in a joyous court-
room reunion Wednesday after an agonizing custo-
dy battle that lasted nearly eight weeks.

Smiling with relief, Jenita Jeyarajah took the boy
who came to be known as “Baby 81” from a doctor’s
arms after the judge said DNA tests confirmed he
was her son Abilass.

The infant was found on a beach among bodies
and debris on Dec. 26. He was claimed by nine cou-
ples, symbolizing the anguish of thousands of fami-
lies who lost children in the disaster, but only Jeyara-
jahs pressed the claim in court.

China’s miners in dangerous position

FUXIN, China — Chinese miners die at a rate of
about 16 per day, lost to floods, fires and explosions.

This week, the industry suffered its worst acci-
dent in decades with more than 200 dead in a single
blast in northeastern Liaoning province in a meth-
ane gas explosion. Last year, 6,027 workers were
killed in China’s coal mines.

For many of China’s mine workers, the work may
be dangerous, but the pay far exceeds what they
could make elsewhere.

From The Associated Press

Al-Qaida suspect
gives himself up

IN THE WORLD

Kyoto global-warming pact to cut
‘greenhouse gases’ takes effect

BY JOSEPH COLEMAN

The Associated Press

KYOTO, Japan — The Kyoto
global warming pact went into
force Wednesday, seven years
after it was negotiated, imposing
limits on emissions of carbon diox-
ide and other gases scientists
blame for increasing world tem-
peratures, melting glaciers and
rising oceans.

The landmark agreement, nego-
tiated in Japan’s ancient capital
of Kyoto in 1997 and ratified by
140 nations, targets carbon diox-
ide and five other gases that can
trap heat in the atmosphere, and
are believed to be behind rising
global temperatures that many
scientists say are disrupting
weather patterns.

The United States, the world’s
largest emitter of such gases, has
refused to ratify the agreement,
saying it would harm the econo-
my and is flawed by the lack of re-
strictions on emissions by emerg-
ing economies China and India.

“We have been calling on the
United States to join. But the coun-
try that is the world’s biggest emit-
ter has not joined yet, and that is
regrettable,” Japan’s top govern-
ment spokesman, Chief Cabinet
Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda, told
reporters.

Environmental officials, gath-
ered in the convention hall where
the accord was adopted, hailed
the protocol as a historic first step
in the battle against global warm-
ing and urged the world to fur-
ther strengthen safeguards
against greenhouse gases.

“Today is a day of celebration
and also a day to renew our re-
solve ... to combat global warm-
ing,” said Hiroshi Ohki, former
Japanese environment minister
and president of the conference
that negotiated the protocol.

Australia, the only other devel-
oped nation besides the United
States not to join, defended that
decision, with Environment Min-
ister Ian Campbell saying the
country was nonetheless on track
to cut emissions by 30 percent.

The Kyoto agreement was de-
layed by the requirement that
countries accounting for 55 per-
cent of the world’s emissions
must ratify it. That goal was
reached last year — nearly seven
years after the pact was negotiat-
ed — with Russia’s approval.

AP

Greenpeace protesters sit on the steps of the International Petroleum Exchange in London on Wednesday

after attempting to stop trading on the floor of the exchange. The protest marked the day the Kyoto Protocol

on global warming came into force.

Margaret Scobey

Man confesses to planning Yemen attacks
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North Korea nukes

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea told U.S. officials it has no
plans to launch “large-scale” eco-
nomic cooperation with North
Korea before the dispute over the
communist state’s nuclear weap-
ons programs is resolved, the for-
eign minister said Wednesday.

The comments came amid
growing calls from opposition law-
makers that President Roh
Moo-hyun’s government needs to
reconsider its policy of engage-
ment with North Korea, which de-
clared last week that it possessed
nuclear weapons and would boy-
cott disarmament talks.

Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon
on Wednesday repeated South Ko-

rea’s commitment to providing
aid to poverty-stricken North
Korea out of “humanitarian con-
cern” despite the North’s latest
moves.

However, Ban said he told U.S.
officials that South Korea doesn’t
“have any plans to launch
large-scale inter-Korean econom-
ic cooperation” as the nuclear
issue has yet to be resolved.

Drug amnesty fails

BELFAST, Northern Ireland —
Not a single inmate in Northern
Ireland’s main prison handed in
drugs during a one-day amnesty
designed to reduce abuse in the fa-
cility, the British government
said Wednesday.

Authorities at Maghaberry Pris-
on, west of Belfast, took the ex-
traordinary measure after
27-year-old inmate Kevin Slevin
was found dead in his cell Mon-
day. Slevin, who was serving a
sentence for possessing and sup-
plying illegal drugs, died from a
suspected overdose of the seda-
tive diazepam, more commonly
known as Valium.

Balloon launch plans

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — U.S.
space agency NASA plans to
launch several massive helium
balloons from a northern Sweden
launch pad this summer, officials
said Wednesday.

The balloon campaign will
begin either in May or June when

a large — and heavy — telescope
will be launched, along with a test
flight of a newly developed
long-last balloon vehicle.

The campaign is part of the
space agency’s way of using the
balloons to lift heavy payloads —
astronomical telescopes and
other heavy equipment for astro-
physical experiments and re-
search into cosmic radiation — to
an altitude of about 25 miles.

WWII bomb disposal

LE HAVRE, France — Dispos-
al experts were called in to re-
move an American World War II
bomb in the northern French city
of Le Havre on Wednesday.

A security perimeter was laid
out in the port to allow the remov-

al of the 1,100-pound bomb that
was discovered two weeks ago.

Filled with 319 pounds of explo-
sives, the bomb lay undiscovered
for more than half a century.

Tracking Hurricane Olaf

PAGO PAGO, American
Samoa — Residents boarded up
homes, businesses and church
buildings, and stocked up on
canned food, bottled water and
flashlights in anticipation of Hur-
ricane Olaf.

The storm was expected to pass
near the U.S. territory’s main is-
land of Tutuila early Wednesday.

Gov. Togiola Tulafono declared
a state of emergency Tuesday.

Olaf had wind gusts up to 190
mph, and giant waves were likely
to cause flooding in low-lying
areas, the National Weather Ser-
vice said.

Authorities began evacuating
residents from coastal and
low-lying areas of Pago Pago.

American Samoa is located in
the South Pacific, and is the Unit-
ed States’ southernmost territory.

Afghan drug-fighting aid

KABUL, Afghanistan — British
Foreign Minister Jack Straw an-
nounced a doubling of aid to com-
bat Afghanistan’s booming heroin
trade during a visit Wednesday,
while Afghanistan’s president an-
nounced a renewed effort to end
trafficking from his nation’s
war-wracked lands.

Straw said that British aid per
year would rise to $100 million
starting in April, from $50 million
now. Half of that money will go to-
ward helping opium poppy farm-
ers find alternative crops.

Straw said London also
planned to set up a trust fund into
which other nations could pledge
contributions to help Afghanistan
fight heroin production.

Afghan President Hamid
Karzai has made ending
drug-trafficking a cornerstone of
his new administration, vowing to
fight a “holy war” against the
practice. But limited government
control in large swaths of the
country has contributed to a reviv-
al in production since the fall of
the hardline Taliban in late 2001.

9/11 suspect’s retrial

HAMBURG, Germany — Pros-
ecutors and defense attorneys in
the retrial of the only Sept. 11 sus-
pect ever convicted urged Ger-
man authorities Wednesday to
press the United States for fur-
ther evidence in the case.

Germany’s top law enforce-
ment official, Interior Ministry
Otto Schily, was quoted as saying
after a visit to Washington this
month that he expects the United
States to hand over additional in-
formation soon. An FBI agent
also told the Hamburg court last
month that U.S. authorities have
more information on Mounir el
Motassadeq.

El Motassadeq, 30, is being re-
tried on more than 3,000 counts of
accessory to murder and member-
ship in a terrorist organization on
suspicion he provided logistical
support for suicide hijackers Mo-
hamed Atta, Marwan al-Shehhi
and Ziad Jarrah.

He was convicted in 2003 on
the same charges and sentenced
to the maximum 15 years, but an
appeals court threw out the con-
viction in March and ordered a re-
trial. It ruled that he had been un-
fairly denied testimony by key
al-Qaida suspects in U.S. custody.

From The Associated Press
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Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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No cachet with ‘kash-ay’

I know it might not seem like a huge
issue to anyone out there, but I’m going to
throw this out anyway.

Several months ago, my mother and I
were watching CNN, and a general officer
stated that his unit had located a cache of
weapons. This wouldn’t be a problem, ex-
cept that he pronounced it “kash-ay.”
Needless to say, Mom and I cringed when
we thought of how many people caught it
and began to ridicule the officer corps and
the Army in general because of the im-
proper pronunciation.

Unfortunately, this was only the begin-
ning. I am deployed with a National Guard
division in Iraq and the mispronunciation
is the rule rather than the exception in —
of all places — the division headquarters!
What surprised me the most is the reluc-
tance to simply look up the word to get the
proper pronunciation!

It wouldn’t be so bad if the word was
simply mispronounced — the problem is
that “kash-ay” is a different word altogeth-
er; cachet, meaning a mark of distinction.
The desired word, cache, means a hiding
place — it’s easy to remember: “cache”
rhymes with “stash” and means the same
thing.

I know people are trying to sound
“Euro-trendy” or “cultured,” but it only
makes the speaker sound ignorant and is
quite embarrassing. I am only writing this
letter so that someone with some authority
may see it and make the proper correction
before — God forbid — one of our senior
officers shows up on CNN and paints the
Army leadership as uneducated yokels.

With the level of education the Army re-

quires, it should be easy to properly pro-
nounce this simple, one-syllable word.
After all, it’s used in other contexts all the
time. You wouldn’t buy a computer with
cachet (“kash-ay”) memory now, would
you?

Maj. Brandt Bersani

Forward Operating Base Liberty, Iraq

And Washington smiled

On that Sunday, George Washington
smiled.

He did not smile on any of the Sundays
at Valley Forge, where his troops died by
the hundreds from frostbite, from disease,
from starvation. Nor did he smile at the
many costly battles after Valley Forge,

when American citizen-soldiers paid for a
dream, a dream of freedom, with their
lives.

Washington did not smile when the com-
mon people of America suffered the loss
and destruction of their homes, their busi-
nesses, their lands, by a force that wished
to keep these ordinary citizens in bondage.
There were occasions when American
neighbors attacked neighbors to support
those who wanted to keep America in sub-
jugation. Washington marked all those
Sundays with a profound look of stoicism.

And then, after many setbacks, the war
was won, the freedom gained. The Ameri-
can people, for the first time ever as a na-
tion, freely picked the government. Ameri-
ca became the cradle of freedom. It is re-
ported that on the Sunday following the
election, Washington smiled.

A brave and long-repressed people, far
from America, also had a dream of free-
dom. These people, who the world knows
as Iraqis, have been paying for the dream
of freedom with the destruction of their
homes, their businesses, and with an as-
sault on the common people. Yet, with the
help of common citizens from America,
these brave Iraqis dared to plan the ulti-
mate expression of a free people, the selec-
tion of those who will govern. The people
of Iraq and America share a common
dream. Still, George Washington would
have remained stoic.

On Sunday, Jan. 30, citizens from the
cradle of freedom helped bring the begin-
ning of democracy to the citizens of the
cradle of civilization. The common man tri-
umphed, in Iraq, for the first time ever.

And on that Sunday, George Washing-
ton smiled.

Dave Theis
Wiesbaden, Germany

Chicago Tribune

A
rthur Miller was a storyteller
who wrote of family, morality
and power, the calamity of the
Depression and the yearning to

reach the elusive American dream. He
created theater from the whole cloth of
human experience and human frailty. He
used ideas to entertain and to educate.

Miller’s death last Thursday at 89
brought to a close an era of American the-
atrical history. He was an intellectual who
never forgot his roots in New York, an art-
ist whose tales reached the masses. He
wasn’t America’s Shakespeare, but he pro-
vided Americans with a voice as tough
and chiseled as the young country in
which he lived.

He knew of poverty and wealth. His
family’s fortunes declined during the De-
pression. He drove a truck, worked in a
warehouse and attended the University of
Michigan. His personal fame rose in
post-World War II America, his heyday
on Broadway in the flash and exuberance
of the late 1940s and 1950s, when words

mattered and so did big ideas. He married
and divorced a movie legend, Marilyn
Monroe. He was married for 40 years to
his third wife, photographer Inge Morath,
who died in 2002.

And he kept writing, long after the first
wave of acclaim gave way to the difficult
task of finding fresh angles to age-old
human emotions and stories, long after
Broadway seemed to lose interest in the
drama of everyday experience. He was
simply too good to retire.

His “Finishing the Picture” opened in
Chicago last fall.

His work endures on the printed page
and on the theatrical boards, in thousands
of community theaters and neighborhood
schools, in places where people seek an
American story through the eyes of an
American original who saw hope amid de-
spair.

He wrote of witch trials in “The Cruci-
ble,” the Depression in “The American
Clock” (a play that was inspired by Studs
Terkel’s oral history “Hard Times”), and
revealed himself in “After the Fall.” The

strife between generations was a theme
he examined repeatedly, in tales of fami-
lies torn asunder by self-delusion, in plays
such as “All My Sons” and “Death of a
Salesman.”

He told Terkel, “I don’t care for a the-
ater that is absolutely personal and has no
resonance beyond that.”

Willy Loman was Miller’s most famous
character, “Death of a Salesman” his mas-
terpiece — six weeks to write, a classic to
savor.

In Loman, the playwright found a
flawed man who was “not the finest char-
acter that ever lived. But he’s a human
being, and a terrible thing is happening to
him. So attention must be paid,” Loman’s
wife, Linda, said.

It was a plea for the common man by a
playwright who never lost the ability to
tell a good story well. He found America’s
soul — and story — within America’s fami-
lies. He didn’t condescend toward his
characters, he celebrated them, their ev-
eryday dreams and everyday delusions.
There was death and life in his plays. At-
tention was paid.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

For Miller, character always counted
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY DAVID CLOHESSY

T
hirty minutes after a Massachu-
setts jury found ex-priest Paul
Shanley guilty of molesting a boy,
I got a call from a man who was

also abused by a priest. “I’ve never told
anyone except my wife,” he said. “That ver-
dict gave me the strength to finally tell
someone else.”

To me, that proved that the Shanley ver-
dict was indeed a victory for us all. Any-
thing that makes it even slightly less diffi-
cult for wounded abuse survivors to come
forward is progress.

Because of archaic and rigid statutes of
limitations, very few abusive clergy ever
see the inside of a courtroom. Because of
timid prosecutors and excessive defer-
ence, virtually no complicit church offi-
cials have.

So the mere fact that Shanley faced crim-
inal charges at all was, in itself, at least a
partial victory for the tens of thousands of
clergy molestation victims, many of whom
continue to suffer in shame, silence and
self-blame even now.

The fact that a jury unanimously de-
clared Shanley guilty is even more signifi-
cant. Not too many years ago, it was un-
thinkable that average citizens could con-
vict a cleric of such horrific crimes.

Most clergy molestation victims disclose
their private horror to no one but a spouse,
sibling or dear friend.

Most never pursue criminal or civil
charges. Most just try to muddle along,
cope with their pain, and try to forget

(often using addictions such as booze,
drugs, sex or work). And those who do
speak up most often simply want some ac-
knowledgment that yes, a terrible crime
(usually avoidable, had church authorities
acted sooner) was committed against
them.

It’s rare to get that kind of admission
from a bishop, or even a simple “I’m sorry
for what you endured and for how you’re
still suffering.” So some of us take legal ac-
tion. For many, that can ultimately be very
healing.

This is not to minimize the public safety
benefit of putting Shanley behind bars or
on probation. Despite his age, he must be
considered a threat. The mere passage of
time doesn’t magically cure a compulsive
predator. But to the wounded and often
fragile psyches of people like me, once
trusting but severely violated Catholics,
the Shanley verdict is a ray of hope.

It reminds us that when victims stay si-
lent, nothing changes, but when victims
come forward, sometimes justice is possi-
ble and more pain is prevented.

It reminds us that when it’s time to re-
port our victimization, it’s better to go to
our flawed but time-tested, open, impartial
American justice system, rather to a new,
untested, secretive and biased internal
church process.

On the down side, Shanley’s depravity
has deflected attention away from even
greater depravity: the inexcusable inaction
by church officials who knew about or sus-
pected sex crimes but did nothing to pro-

tect innocent kids and vulnerable adults.
That’s where our attention should be fo-
cused.

Shanley will never be a priest again. But
four or five of the clerics who shielded him
and rebuffed his victims still are. In fact,
they’re now bishops. There will be no real
“victory” for men and women who have

been raped by priests and ignored by bish-
ops until these men — top church officials
— are no longer in positions where they
can put vulnerable parishioners at risk.

David Clohessy of St. Louis is national director of
the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests.
He and his brothers say they were molested by a
mid-Missouri priest in the 1960s and ’70s. He wrote
this for the Duluth (Minn.) News Tribune.

Little comfort in conviction that wasn’t warranted
BY ROBIN WASHINGTON

Duluth (Minn.) News Tribune

W
hen Paul Shanley was escort-
ed out of the Cambridge,
Mass., courtroom Tuesday
after his sentencing for the se-

rial rapes of a Sunday school student in
the 1980s, he was being marched toward
his death. Not that there’s capital punish-
ment in Massachusetts, but the
12-to-15-year prison term the 74-year-old
defrocked priest got is de facto equal to
life.

If he’s lucky. I have zero faith in the cor-
rections system that allowed the prison
murder of fellow molester ex-priest John
Geoghan keeping the even more notori-
ous Shanley alive.

And who’d miss him? After last week’s
verdict, untold others prevented by stat-
ute of limitations from ever telling a court-
room their tales of abuse at the hands of
the charismatic priest shed tears of relief.
For three years I have been indelibly
touched by their horrific stories and can
only grasp at a hint of their pain. But if
Shanley’s conviction is viewed by them as
a victory, it’s a hollow one.

Our legal system hinges on reasonable
doubt, and it abounds in this case. Rather
than in the courtroom, Shanley’s real trial
was held in a hotel ballroom three years
earlier, where a lawyer playing judge,
jury and executioner wowed a throng of
journalists and live TV audience with a
PowerPoint presentation of voluminous
church files to deem the priest as the
devil incarnate.

He was a founder of the North Ameri-
can Man-Boy Love Association, the law-
yer suggested — except the papers actual-
ly showed no evidence of that. His appe-
tite for little boys was so uncontrollable
his “pathology [was] beyond repair,” the

lawyer quoted a pre-eminent psychiatrist
— except the doctor never met Shanley
and was talking about his laziness, not
abuse.

He was the subject of countless com-
plaints by parishioners for statements
about adults having sex with children —
except they were complaining more vocif-
erously about his preaching tolerance for
gays.

Don’t think that dog-and-pony show
had any impact on the jury three years
later? Type “NAMBLA” and “Shanley” in
Google and see what you get.

Shanley indeed did horrible acts, and
his mantra “I never had sex with a child,

I never forced anyone into sex” — is ren-
dered ridiculous with his vague definition
of “child” excluding those between puber-
ty and the age of consent.

Those deeds remained unpunished
when his criminal accuser — who’d al-
ready received $500,000 in a civil case
handled by the ringmaster attorney —
managed to tearfully navigate a sea of rea-
sonable doubt.

That includes whether the accuser
spoke with his lawyer before recovering
his memory of abuse, how an agreement
with the law firm in Boston could be
signed and dated the same day the accus-
er’s memory returned in Colorado, and

why the accuser’s best pal with whom his
memories were intertwined — and whose
sworn statement had morphed from “I re-
pressed the abuse” to “I always remem-
bered it but was afraid” back to “I re-
pressed it” — dropped out of the criminal
case after receiving more than $1.4 mil-
lion in a civil settlement. Yes, victims fre-
quently forget details of long-ago trauma,
but we’re talking about depositions taken
by a blue-chip lawyer three years ago, not
20.

Maybe Shanley did do it. And whether
he did or not, his life or death behind bars
for crimes for which there is a degree of
doubt engenders about as much sympa-
thy as Al Capone’s trip upriver for tax eva-
sion. But for all the pain and lies and be-
trayal victims have endured, those seek-
ing healing will find little solace in a ques-
tionable verdict and another dead
ex-priest.

Robin Washington is editorial-page editor of the
News Tribune and covered the Shanley case for
two years for the Boston Herald.

Shanley verdict gives other victims courage

AP

Defrocked priest Paul Shanley listens to his sentence in Middlesex Superior Court in
Cambridge, Mass., after being convicted of raping and fondling a boy at his Roman
Catholic church during the 1980s. David Clohessy, national director of the Survivors
Network of those Abused by Priests, says that not too many years ago it was unthinkable
that average citizens could convict a cleric of such horrific crimes.

OPINION

I have zero faith in the corrections system that

allowed the prison murder of fellow molester

ex-priest John Geoghan keeping the even more

notorious [Paul] Shanley alive.
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A great gray owl perches on a tree

near Aitkin, Minn. Large numbers

of owls have been reported in

central Minnesota this winter,

moving south from their traditional

range in search of food.

A ‘wrong’ number

MI
DETROIT — The
Motor City produces

the most calls to the Rejec-
tion Hotline, a free tele-
phone service that allows
uninterested objects of affec-
tion to blow off come-ons.

It works like this:
You’re asked for your
telephone number by
someone in whom you
have no interest.

You might sound recep-
tive by saying: “248-262-6861.”

When that number is dialed, this
is what the caller gets: “The per-
son who gave you this number did
not want you to have their real
number. Maybe the idea of going
out with you just seems as appeal-
ing as playing leapfrog with uni-
corns. ... Do your best to forget
about the person who gave you this
number because, trust us, they’ve
already forgotten about you.”

Cher Wardlow, who was given
the number about a year ago,
wasn’t amused. “It was mean,”
said the 30-year-old store manag-
er. “I was kind of insulted. I didn’t
think I was all bad. I thought he
had a lot of nerve.”

New ferry operator

NJ
NEWARK — Ferry service
between New Jersey and

lower Manhattan will continue un-
interrupted under a new operator.
Under an agreement the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jer-
sey is expected to approve next
week, BillyBey Ferry Co. will as-
sume routes operated by New
York Waterway from Hoboken
and Jersey City.

Protecting newborns

AR
LITTLE ROCK — Legisla-
tion inspired by a grand-

mother’s quest to make something
positive out of the drug-induced
death of her infant grandson won a
Senate committee’s endorsement.
The bill would expand the defini-
tion of neglect to include causing a
child to be born with an illegal sub-
stance in his or her system or with
a health problem as a result of the
mother’s use of an illegal sub-
stance.

Gay-marriage ban drive

FL
ORLANDO — A petition
drive aimed at writing a ban

on gay marriage into the state con-
stitution is under way. If the
amendment is to go before the vot-
ers, Florida4Marriage.org must
collect 611,000 valid signatures by
next February. The group has ties
to conservative Christian organiza-
tions.

Humphrey memorial

MN
ST. PAUL — Plans for a
memorial honoring Hu-

bert H. Humphrey are gaining mo-
mentum. The Capitol Area Archi-
tectural and Planning Board is-
sued a call for designers of the
life-size statue of the late senator
and vice president. A design could
be selected by April and construc-
tion could begin next year.

Bible classes allowed

VA
STAUNTON — The Staunt-
on School Board has decid-

ed to allow Bible classes to contin-
ue this year for elementary school
students, despite staunch objec-

tions from a board member who
also is a pastor.

“I think WRE is wrong for our
school children,” said the Rev. Ed-
ward Scott, who serves on the
board. “It belongs in the homes
and in the churches.”

The board voted 5-1 to conduct a
yearlong review of the program to
determine if the needs of both the
students going to the classes and
those who opt out are being met.

Some parents asked the school
board to eliminate or modify the
program, saying the children who
opt out are stigmatized and have lit-
tle to do while waiting for the other
children to return to class.

The Bible classes began in Vir-
ginia in 1929 after a majority of stu-
dents failed a simple Bible test.

Traveling first class

AK
ANCHORAGE — The Alas-
ka Railroad is acquiring

two new, custom-designed railcars
this May for passengers who want
to upgrade to first class. The ser-
vice will be available between An-
chorage and Fairbanks on the De-
nali Star Train.

Requited wartime love

MO
HANNIBAL — It was a
two-day encounter at the

height of World War II, but Rich-
ard Turner never forgot that Iowa
girl. Now, 60 years later, he’s about
to marry her.

Years passed before he decided
to try to find Annette Jessen, but

after renewing their
courtship the pair
plan to wed in Flori-

da.
The two first met in

1945. Turner was a stu-
dent at the University of
Missouri who traveled to
Iowa to visit a girlfriend

who had transferred to col-
lege there.

But upon his arrival, Turner
met Jessen. They quickly be-
came so close she invited him
home to meet her parents. He

reported for military duty a short
time later. Jessen said Turner
“wrote a beautiful poem I kept all
these years.” Beyond that, the two
lost contact.

In 1999, Turner ventured to Dec-
orah, Iowa, while heading to visit a
son on the West Coast. He stopped
at the high school and asked for
help in finding Jessen.

Turner eventually got a surprise
call on July 13, 2003.

“My phone rang, and this voice
said, ‘This is Ann Jessen,’ ” Turner
recalled. “I said, ‘Who?’ She said
‘Annette.’ ”

Alternate route

WI
MADISON — State regula-
tors ordered American

Transmission Co. to provide alter-
native routes for a planned power
line in northern Wisconsin after
the Douglas County board barred
access to some land for the $420
million project. The company said
it would go to court over the issue.

Ants with a sting

HI
HILO — It doesn’t make as
much noise as the coqui

frog, but the little fire ant has in-
vaded the Big Island, stinging fruit
pickers and homeowners alike.

The little fire ant, a native of
South America, has been spread-
ing since it was first discovered in
Hawaiian Paradise Park in 1999,
state agriculture officials said.

The tiny light-brown ant is no
bigger in length than the edge of a
penny, but it can pack a painful
punch — fire ant stings cause im-
mediate dime-sized red welts on
the skin that last at least several
days followed by intense itching.

Colleen Schrandt, who grows
rambutan, mangosteen and durian
on her 15 acres of orchards at Pa-
paikou, said she has trouble keep-
ing workers because of the ants.

One fled screaming, “ ‘I can’t
take it any more,’ ” she said.

Pioneering gorilla dies

IL
CHICAGO — The first goril-
la ever born at Chicago’s Lin-

coln Park Zoo has died at age 35,
elderly for a western lowland goril-
la.

The female Kumba apparently
suffered from kidney failure, zoo
spokeswoman Kelly McGrath said.
Keepers decided to euthanize her
on Saturday.

Kumba’s birth in 1970 marked a
turning point in how gorillas were
handled in U.S. zoos, McGrath
said. Previously, they were typical-
ly kept apart from other gorillas.
Kumba was kept with her mother
and later with other gorillas.

“Kumba marked the beginning
of a realization that gorillas in zoos
living as they do in the wild — in so-
cial groups — was better for them
and better from an education stand-
point [for the public],” McGrath
said.

Firefighters clear debris off a police

officer’s cruiser that crashed into a

building near Union Station in Washington, D.C. Authorities said the offic-

er behind the wheel possibly fainted.

Ruthann Sharpe, first vice

president of the Bank of

Blue Valley, receives a musical Valentine’s Day message in Leawood,

Kan. Trails West Barbershop Chorale members — clockwise from left,

Mike Rowland, Russ Craig, Gary Colburn, Earl Martin and Ernie Hicks —

played musical cupids at 28 locations. Sharpe’s husband sent her the

singing Valentine’s Day wish.

Who you looking at?

Crash landing

Haley Ingram, 8, pushes her

6-year-old sister, Molly, down a hill

in Wichita, Kan. The Ingram family was taking advantage of the unseason-

ably warm weather.

‘Oh, won’t you be mine?’

Prairie wagon
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Sarah Gruver shuts her eyes tightly as Becca Greene-

Cramer sprays her hair at Brattleboro Union High

School in Brattleboro, Vt. The pair were preparing for the school music department’s rehearsal of the play

“Anything Goes.”

Brain-dead inmate freed

CA
SACRAMENTO — An in-
mate who was left brain-

dead after being shot by a prison
guard last month was freed from
custody with an unusual decision
from a state prison board.

Daniel Provencio, 28, remains in
Bakersfield’s Mercy Hospital,
hooked to a ventilator and intrave-
nous tubes. But he no longer is
shackled to the bed, nor guarded
around the clock at a cost of $1,056
a day, as he had been since he was
shot in the head with a supposedly
non-lethal foam projectile during a
prison altercation Jan. 16.

Provencio was released in June
after serving a three-year, eight-
month Ventura County sentence
for drug possession with intent to
sell. But he was reincarcerated
Aug. 23 for violating his parole by
driving under the influence. He
was due for parole consideration
again in June.

Hemingway controversy

ID
BOISE — Residents who
live near writer Ernest Hem-

ingway’s former home in the re-
sort town of Ketchum want to buy
the house and move it to settle a
dispute with its owner, The Nature
Conservancy.

Four couples say plans to turn
the house into a literary memorial
would create tourist traffic, dis-
rupting the neighborhood where
building lots can sell for more than
$4 million each.

They want to purchase 13 acres
that include the house, then return
the building to the conservation
group — provided it be moved to
somewhere else in Ketchum. The
Conservancy’s board of directors
will consider the offer later this
month.

New rules for jail visits

MA
WEST BOYLSTON —
There’s a long list of things

that you can’t do when you’re be-
hind bars, but for inmates at the
Worcester County Jail and House
of Correction, the list is getting a lit-
tle longer.

Sheriff Guy W. Glodis has or-
dered an end to the face-to-face ses-
sions in most sections of the jail,
saying that contact between prison-
ers and visitors are to blame for
most of the drugs and weapons en-
tering the county lockups.

That means an end to the brief
hug that prisoners are allowed to
receive at the end of a visit, as well
as any other direct contact with vis-
itors. Kissing has been banned for
several years.

“There has to be some kind of
disincentive to go to jail,” Glodis
told the Telegram & Gazette of
Worcester. “This shouldn’t be a
place to be coddled, hugged or
given contact. This is a penal facili-
ty in which you lose many rights.
That’s why it’s a jail.”

Hoffa lead a dead end

MI
DETROIT — Blood found
on the floor of a Detroit

home is not that of Jimmy Hoffa,
investigators said, ruling out what
had looked like one of the most
promising recent leads in the disap-
pearance of the Teamsters boss 30
years ago.

Authorities had ripped up floor-
boards last May at a house where
Delaware Teamsters official
Frank Sheeran said he shot Hoffa
to death.

Police in the Detroit suburb of

Bloomfield Township received a re-
port from the FBI crime lab Mon-
day concluding that human blood
from a male was on the floor-
boards but that the blood was not
Hoffa’s.

Oakland County Prosecutor
David Gorcyca said that it was not
known whose blood it was, but that
the DNA would be entered into a
national database.

“It really would be nice to put
some closure on this case,” Gorcy-
ca said.

Hoffa was last seen on July 30,
1975, at a restaurant in Bloomfield
Township. Sheeran died in 2003.

Businesses destroyed

VT
WHITE RIVER JUNC-
TION — A fire destroyed

several businesses in a downtown
building, but there were no imme-
diate reports of injuries.

More than 50 firefighters fought
the flames for at least two hours,
bringing them under control just
after 8 p.m., said the retired Hart-
ford fire chief, John Wood, who
acted as a safety officer for re-
sponding emergency crews.

“When I came down here, there
were flames shooting out the roof,”
said resident John Ashley. “They
were adding water to it pretty
quick.”

The blaze broke out in a bar and
destroyed adjoining businesses.

A Texas-sized gift

TX
HOUSTON — An oil heir-
ess’s gift to a Houston muse-

um could eventually add up to
$450 million.

Caroline Wiess Law, the daugh-
ter of one of Humble Oil Co.’s
founders, made the Museum of
Fine Art, Houston, the prime bene-
ficiary of her estate after her death
in 2003.

When all of Law’s assets are sold
and the legal proceedings con-
clude, possibly by the end of this
year, the museum could net be-
tween $400 million and $450 mil-
lion, said director Peter Marzio.

“In recent history, this would be
one of the biggest — if not the big-
gest — cash gifts to an art muse-
um,” said Mimi Gaudieri, execu-
tive director, Association of Art
Museum Directors in New York.
“This money will help make Hous-
ton one of the most important mu-
seums in terms of programming
and serving the public.”

Law’s giving would rank as No. 1
in non-art donations to museums
on a list compiled by the Center on
Philanthropy at Indiana Universi-
ty, which tracks charitable dona-
tions of $50 million and more.

Nothing to crow about

NY
AUBURN — Hunters killed
more than 1,000 crows in

an annual contest that has drawn
national attention to this upstate
New York community.

Thirty-four teams participated
in the third annual crow shoot, kill-
ing 1,061 birds over two days, said
organizer Tom Lennox.

The winning team shot 186
crows.

Meanwhile, protesters demon-
strated outside City Hall this week-
end to decry the hunt, some carry-
ing placards that said “Stop the
Carnage!”

The city, 20 miles west of Syra-
cuse in the Finger Lakes region,
has been plagued for nearly two de-
cades by a roost of crows that has
grown to nearly 64,000 birds.

Photos and stories from wire reports

Workmen Charles Downing, left, and David Hooks, center,

join homeowner Dana Morris on the roof of his house in Gulf

Breeze, Fla., while installing an old billboard advertising a Kiss concert. Lamar Advertising Co. is donating the

billboard coverings as temporary patches to the damage caused by Hurricane Ivan because the blue plastic tarps

from FEMA are wearing out.

Butch Durgin musters his team of Belgian horses during the Windsor Historical Soci-

ety’s annual sleigh ride at the Windsor Fairgrounds in Maine.

A Kiss will make it better

For the actors, anything goes

Sleigh ride
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BY ANNETTE JOHN-HALL

Knight Ridder Newspapers

H
e’s fought off aliens, drug lords, the
CIA and — ay! — robots. Heck, he
even brought George Foreman
to his knees.

Now, in “Hitch,” his first romantic com-
edy since he burst onto the small screen
as the Fresh Prince, Will Smith finds
himself in the battle of the sexes.

Smith, the quintessential ladies’
man, plays “date doctor” Alex Hitch-
ens, creating situations to help ordi-
nary guys snag the girls of their
dreams.

“No matter what, no matter when,
no matter who, any man has a
chance to sweep any woman off her
feet,” Hitch observes.
“He just needs the
right broom.”

A smooth operator,
funny and debonair,
Smith demonstrates
in “Hitch,” which de-
buted at No. 1 last
week, that he’s just as
proficient at wooing
the sultry Sara (Eva

Mendes) as he is at beating back
three-headed monsters.

Which doesn’t exactly come as a reve-
lation. Even during his days as the

fun-loving, slightly goofy Fresh Prince,
Smith had “leading man” written all over

him. But it has taken Smith, 36, more than a
decade to make his way back to romance.
“I’m much more at home in the romantic

comedy genre,” he says by telephone from Ho-
nolulu, where he was promoting the film.
Smith played the lovable, wayward nephew

from West Philly who brought a grounded sensibili-
ty to his haughty relatives on “The Fresh Prince of

Bel Air” for six years on TV. After the show went off the
air, Smith ruled the box office with blockbusters and
their follow-ups, such as “Bad Boys,” “Men in Black,”
“Independence Day,” “Enemy of the State” and “I,
Robot.” The films made him a superstar, but apart from
his Oscar-nominated turn in 2001’s “Ali” (in which he
decked Charles Shufford, playing Foreman), he was in
danger of being typecast.

And it was by his own design.
“Those kinds of movies were the ones that made me

want to make movies in the first place,” Smith says.

“When I was growing up, ‘Star Wars’ was the first film I
appreciated. Then came ‘Die Hard,’ ‘Lethal Weapon,’
‘48 Hours.’ Now, my tastes have changed. … Today, the
film I can’t stop watching is ‘Casablanca.”’

Part of the reason is professional practicality: “I’m
36. I can’t make those [action] films much past 40.” The
other reason has to do with growing up.

“I have to relinquish childhood tastes,” he says. “The
Cary Grant comedies, movies like ‘Forrest Gump’ or
‘Philadelphia’ — those are more to my adult tastes.”

Smith says he was intrigued by the idea of a “date doc-
tor, someone whose job it is to fix it and let love flow,”
because relationship counseling has been his role in
real life.

“I AM Hitch with all my friends and family,” he says.
Smith wasn’t a ladies’ man back in high school, but says
he was the confidant that girls — and guys, for that mat-
ter — approached to solve their problems of love.

“I study ladies,” he says. “Most of my friends don’t
want to spend their weekends reading
‘The Secret Life of Bees,’ but I like to
see what women are thinking.”

So when producer James Lassiter,
Smith’s childhood pal who runs Over-
brook Entertainment, the actor’s film
production company, began to develop
the idea for “Hitch,” Smith pushed for
a script. He brought in Andy Tennant
(“Sweet Home Alabama”) to direct
and make his alpha-male vision clear.

“Will wanted to make a comedy with romance and
not a romantic comedy,” says Tennant, by phone from
Los Angeles. “A romantic comedy is usually with a
woman protagonist, who is more accessible to emo-
tions. You put a guy in a movie about romance, you’ve
got to make them laugh before they feel anything. We
embarked on a path to make it funny.”

Married seven years, Smith and wife Jada Pinkett
Smith have one of Hollywood’s model marriages. The
couple are parents of Jaden, 6, Willow, 4, and Trey, 12,
Smith’s son from his first marriage. Instead of indulg-
ing in real-life drama over their merged family, the
Smiths created and produced a comedy series for UPN,
“All of Us,” loosely based on their experience.

“Jada and I don’t just love our relationship, we study
it,” Smith says, adding that the key is “blatant honesty.
… Jada knows who I am and I know who I am.”

Which is a good thing, considering his sizzling
on-screen chemistry with the beautiful Mendes (“Train-
ing Day,” “Out of Time”).

“It’s simple. Eva Mendes is fine, a beautiful young ac-
tress. Am I going to try to sleep with her or not? No. If I
answer the question truthfully, we can move along. The
complexity only comes in with a lie.”

Spoken as only a true love doctor can.

Mellencamp announces U.S. tour

John Mellencamp will bring his “Words & Music” to cit-
ies across the United States this spring on his first headlin-
ing tour in three years.

Sixteen stops have been announced
for the first leg of the tour, which
opens in Savannah, Ga., on March 23
and ends April 17 in Louisville, Ky.
The tour is dubbed the “Words &
Music Tour” after Mellencamp’s re-
cently released double CD greatest
hits collection.

“Jack and Diane,” “R.O.C.K. in the
U.S.A.” and “Small Town” are among
the songs Mellencamp will perform.

“Going out and playing is a great
way for me to keep these songs alive;
it’s what I’ve done for my whole pro-
fessional life,” the 53-year-old rocker said Monday in
Bloomington, Ind.

Folk star Donovan, known for hits such as “Sunshine Su-
perman” and “Hurdy Gurdy Man,” will be a special guest.

21st century’s Janis Joplin sought

If Joss Stone isn’t busy, here’s something she could prob-
ably win.

Janis Joplin’s estate has announced “Search for the
Pearl,” a reality TV talent search to find the next Joplin.

The 17-year-old Stone sang “Cry Baby,” then teamed
with Melissa Etheridge’s vocals and driving guitar on
“Piece of My Heart” in a gritty tribute to Joplin during
Sunday’s Grammy Awards show.

According to a statement, vocalists across the country
will audition to re-create the vocal styling of Joplin, who
died in 1970 at age 27. Five finalists will be flown to San
Francisco to perform for a panel of judges. The selected
will then headline a world concert tour, performing with
bands that played with Joplin, including Big Brother &
The Holding Company, the Kozmic Blues Band and Full
Tilt Boogie Band. The tour will culminate in a star-stud-
ded tribute concert in 2006.

No word on what network might air the show.

Locke in love, plans marriage

“American Idol” runner-up Kimberley Locke is a win-
ner when it comes to love.

Locke, who competed in season two of the TV talent con-
test, said she is engaged to marry her high school sweet-
heart, Don Campbell.

Locke had a hit single, “8th World Wonder,” and is work-
ing on a new album, expected by the end of the year.

Mattel puts Lohan in plastic

Lindsay Lohan, the red-haired “Mean Girls” star, is get-
ting the Barbie treat-
ment with a new doll
made in her likeness.
The doll is dressed in
full red-carpet splendor,
wearing a beige dress
and a faux fur-trimmed
coat.

The Mattel doll comes
complete with a direc-
tor’s chair and her very
own velvet rope, the
company announced re-
cently. Part of the toy
maker’s “My Scene”
line, the Lohan doll is
due out in June and will
retail for about $30.

Lohan, 18, also
starred in “Freaky Fri-
day” and recently finished shooting “Herbie: Fully Load-
ed,” an update of the Disney story about a plucky Volk-
swagen Beetle.

Stories and photos from wire services

Lohan doll

ABACA PRESS/KRT

Will Smith, with wife Jada Pinkett Smith, daughter Willow Cam-

ille Reign and son Jaden Christopher Syre, arrive at the “Shark

Tale” premiere in 2004 in New York City. The animated

“Shark Tale” was recently released on DVD, about the same

time Smith’s new movie, “Hitch,” premiered in the States.

Romance is the new action

Mellencamp

I’m 36. I can’t

make those

[action] films

much past 40.

Will Smith

FACES

Will Smith found box office stardom in big-budget
thrillers; now he’s rediscovering comedy in ‘Hitch’

PAGE 18 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Thursday, February 17, 2005



BY PAMELA GAYNOR

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Regis Briski goes to the supermarket
armed with coupons. When he needs
clothes, he shops sales. He buys his cars
used, minimizes other spending and tries
not to take on any debt.

His frugality has a flip side: It has
helped the 54-year-old Glenshaw, Pa., resi-
dent, who works in accounting, sock away
roughly 10 percent of his paycheck in re-
tirement funds since the early 1980s.

Two decades ago, Briski’s thrift was the
norm. The most widely watched govern-
ment barometer — the personal savings
rate — suggests it no longer is. The rate has
steadily dropped from 10.8 percent in 1984
to just a shade above 1 percent last year.

Concern about how much Americans
save and whether their savings will be
enough for retirement underpins the de-
bate on the Social Security changes Presi-
dent Bush promoted in his State of the
Union speech.

Some argue that Americans would save
more if Social Security did not entitle them
to a guaranteed income in retirement. Oth-
ers believe Congress should leave Social
Security alone and create a compulsory
savings program alongside it.

Amid it all, there is a debate over whether
the dramatic drop in the personal savings
rate reflects a free-spending culture in
which U.S. consumers buy big-screen televi-
sions and new sport utility vehicles at the ex-
pense of their futures, or whether Americans
actually are building nest eggs in ways the
government does not accurately measure.

To Susan Sterne, president and chief
economist of Economic Analysis Associ-
ates in Greenwich, Conn., the personal sav-
ings rate “is irrelevant.” Sterne says the
government’s bellwether savings measure
is flawed because it tracks what is left of

Americans’ disposable income each month
rather than calculating what people put in
bank accounts, brokerages and other plac-
es.

Sterne, who keeps an eye on money that
flows every month into mutual funds and
other investments, says, “It’s coming from
somewhere.”

Instead of measuring that activity, the
U.S. Commerce Department computes the
personal savings rate — which is intended

only to track current savings, not previous-
ly invested assets — by tallying monthly
after-tax income from a variety of sources
— mainly wages, dividends, interest, rents
and employer contributions to pensions —
and then subtracting expenditures.

The tally tends to understate income and
overstate expenses, most economists
agree. Perhaps the biggest shortcoming is
that it does not count capital gains from the
sale of stocks or homes as part of dispos-
able income, but it does count capital gains

taxes as expenditures. In addition, it
counts major outlays, such as the purchase
of a car, in a lump sum rather than divid-
ing it into payments, as most people do.

Joseph G. Carson, senior vice president
and economist for Alliance Bernstein, a
New York-based investment research and
management firm, said the steady march
of consumer spending does not mean
Americans are not saving.

U.S. Treasury Department data shows
that Americans have harvested $3.5 tril-
lion in capital gains since 1997 — more
than the combined gains of the preceding
20 years, he said, and total household net
worth has doubled, to roughly $48 trillion
last year, from $24.2 trillion a decade ago.

Using separate statistics, Carson said
the median family’s net worth likely will
top $100,000 when the latest Federal Re-
serve survey is released, up 52 percent, in
constant dollars, from 1995, when it was
$66,000.

As for regular savings, Carson also has
tracked monthly net acquisitions of all fi-
nancial assets (excluding life insurance
and pension reserves) from Federal Re-
serve data and found that they came to an
average of 5 percent of disposable income
last year and have not varied much during
the past 15 years.

“Wealth creation and capital gain in-
come is an increasingly important part of
decisions to spend,” Carson said. “I keep
asking, how much wealth do you need be-
fore you can spend some?”

But some other economists say the plung-
ing personal savings rate suggests that
many Americans are not saving enough
and some are not saving at all.

Zandi called the personal savings rate “a
very good measure of how much we save,
or more to the point, how much we don’t
save,” and he suggested that one reason
the savings rate has fallen sharply is the
surge in borrowing, particularly mortgage
borrowing.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3385
Dollar buys ...................................... €0.7471
British pound ...................................... $1.94
Japanese yen (Feb. 17) .................... 103.00
South Korean won (Feb. 16) ......... 1,001.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................. 0.37695
British pound ................................... $1.8954
Canada (Dollar) .................................. 1.2311
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.39
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 5.8116
Euro ........................................ $1.3017/0.7682
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7988
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 187.36
Iceland (Krona) ................................. 62.175
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.3649
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 104.42
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................. 0.29195
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 6.06
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 60.90
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6374
South Korea (Won) ....................... 1,026.70
Switzerland (Franc) .............................. 1.12
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 38.31
Turkey (New Lira) .............................. 1.3120

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $423.75
Silver ..................................................... $7.25

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ........................................ 3.50
Federal funds market rate ............. 2.5625
3-month bill ............................................ 2.59
30-year bond .......................................... 4.49
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — When it comes
to filing your income tax return,
you have a lot of choices.

In “Taxes 2005 for Dummies,”
authors Eric Tyson, David Silver-
man and Margaret Atkins Munro
offer this advice: First, which
form? The 1040EZ is the simplest.
Use it if your finances are rela-
tively simple. You are eligible if
you meet the following criteria:

� You are single or married (fil-
ing jointly) and are not claiming
any dependents.

� You have income only from
wages, salaries, tips, taxable
scholarships or fellowship grants,
unemployment compensation,
dividends from the Alaska Perma-
nent Fund and qualified state tu-
ition program earnings.

� Your income does not in-
clude more than $1,500 of taxable
interest income from investments
and other financial accounts.

� Your adjusted gross income
is less than $50,000 (after deduct-
ing a maximum of $7,950 if single
or $15,900 if married).

� You are not receiving any ad-
vance earned income credit pay-

ments. To find out if you have,
look at Box 9 on your W-2 form.

� You are not itemizing deduc-
tions or claiming any adjustments
to income of tax credits.

If you can’t file 1040EZ, you
might consider 1040A. You are el-
igible if:

� You have income only from
wages, salaries, tips, taxable
scholarships or fellowship grants,
pensions or annuities, taxable So-
cial Security benefits, withdraw-
als from your IRA, unemploy-
ment compensations, interest and
dividends.

� Your taxable income, after
all allowable deductions, is less
than $50,000.

� You are not itemizing your
deductions.

The most complicated form is
the 1040. Use it if you don’t quali-
fy for the others or if you have de-
ductions that will allow you to
pay less tax via this form. You
must use 1040 if you:

� itemize your deductions;
� claim numerous tax credits;
� own rental property;
� are self-employed; or
� have sold a stock or bond in

the past year.

Is savings rate really as bad as it seems?

Know your tax forms

YOUR MONEY

AP

Christelle Woods places addressed Social Security checks into storage bins in a vault

Friday at the U.S. Treasury’s Financial Management services facility in Philadelphia. Amid

the debate about Social Security reform, is concern about how much Americans save and

whether it will be enough for retirement.

TUESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,791.13 -4.88 -.05 +.08 +1.54
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,589.31 -23.72 -.66 -5.50 +23.07

354.05 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 355.79 +2.91 +.82 +6.22 +31.44
7,273.21 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,280.37 +18.73 +.26 +.42 +8.80
1,494.37 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,502.11 +11.01 +.74 +4.72 +20.79
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,082.91 +6.25 +.30 -4.25 +1.43
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,206.14 +.84 +.07 -.48 +5.27

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 662.77 +.11 +.02 -.08 +10.04
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 635.02 +.26 +.04 -2.54 +8.52

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,886.22 +10.74 +.09 -.71 +6.37

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 69.49 -.30 +6.3
Armor Holdings ... 16 38.21 -2.43 -18.7
Boeing 1.00 23 54.04 -.10 +4.4
Computer Sciences ... 15 47.47 -1.04 -15.8
Engineered Sup Sys .07 22 60.75 -1.00 +2.6
General Dynamics 1.44 17 106.03 -.64 +1.4
General Electric .88 23 36.32 +.09 -.5
Halliburton .50 ... 41.42 -.48 +5.6
Harris Corp. .48 28 65.28 -.07 +5.6
Allied Signal .83 23 39.30 +.16 +11.0
L-3 Communications .50 22 73.57 -.95 +.5
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 59.37 -.32 +6.9
NorthrpG s .92 18 54.25 +.53 -.2
Raytheon .80 41 38.22 +.17 -1.6
Rockwell Intl. .66 23 59.28 -1.04 +19.6
Sequa Corp. ... 34 56.56 +.31 -7.5
Texas Instruments .10 24 25.95 +.09 +5.4
Textron Inc. 1.40 29 74.83 -.12 +1.4
United Technologies 1.76 18 101.30 -.10 -2.0

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 376788 3.41 +.05
SprntFON 272845 23.12 -.19
Pfizer 238959 25.48 +.33
HewlettP 183922 20.77 -.53
QwestCm 167975 3.98 -.17
VerizonCm 160990 36.19 -.12
EMC Cp 155619 13.04 -.09
AmIntGp 143483 71.49 -1.63
ProctG s 137053 52.70 +.55
SBC Com 121814 24.37 +.11

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 296303 120.68 -.09
SemiHTr 224313 33.92 ...
iShJapan 111960 10.70 +.10
SP Fncl 51348 30.52 -.05
iShRs2000 43314 126.49 -.11
DJIA Diam 36830 107.98 -.11
GreyWolf 34363 5.90 -.07
OilSvHT 30074 93.20 -1.24
SP Engy 28769 40.47 +.05
WheatR g 27669 3.36 +.03

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Intel 587585 24.31 +.14
Microsoft 584516 26.01 +.04
Cisco 558930 17.97 +.27
Nasd100Tr 535206 37.87 +.17
AltairNano 461799 4.95 +.55
JDS Uniph 428885 1.97 +.06
MCI Inc n 420094 19.93 -.82
Google n 382580 192.99 +5.59
Oracle 340828 13.31 -.04
ApldMatl 322838 17.13 -.01

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.98 +.05 -.6
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.83 +.29 -2.2
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.85 +.01 -2.2
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.74 +.03 -.3
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.53 +.02 +.7
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.23 ... +.1
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.83 -.06 -1.0
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.57 +.01 -1.2
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.20 +.01 +1.0
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 35.28 +.29 -.3
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.39 +.02 -.5
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.56 -.03 +1.1
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.89 +.01
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.48 +.03 +.4
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.84 ... +.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.84 +.03 -1.5
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.83 -.01 +.4
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 44.30 +.38 +.1
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.67 +.14 -.5
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.51 -.01 -2.5
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.11 +.01 +1.2
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.32 +.01 +.9
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.72 ... +1.2
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.09 +.06 -.8
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 39 29
Bahrain 69 51
Beijing 32 16
Beirut 73 56
Bermuda 65 58
Caracas 86 73
Helsinki 25 14
Hong Kong 74 54
Lisbon 55 41

HI LO
Manila 88 72
Mexico City 76 46
Montreal 33 01
Riyadh 69 53
Rio de Jan 84 71
Seoul 42 28
Sofia 36 19
Sydney 72 67
Tokyo 51 38

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 80 62
Dakar 72 61
Freetown 87 75
Kinshasa 87 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 89 75
Nairobi 80 59
Rabat 59 39
Tripoli 58 40

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 45 39 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 28 14 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 34 17 PCldy
Albuquerque 52 36 Cldy
Allentown,Pa. 35 18 PCldy
Amarillo 42 31 Cldy
Anchorage 34 25 Snow
Asheville 45 24 PCldy
Atlanta 54 32 PCldy
Atlantic City 41 24 PCldy
Austin 54 43 Cldy
Baltimore 43 22 PCldy
Baton Rouge 60 40 PCldy
Billings 42 21 PCldy
Birmingham 54 29 PCldy
Bismarck 26 10 Cldy
Boise 43 26 Clr
Boston 34 22 PCldy
Bridgeport 36 23 PCldy
Brownsville 75 60 Cldy
Buffalo 28 12 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 27 9 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 28 3 Cldy
Casper 42 13 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 57 34 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 39 22 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 54 26 PCldy
Chattanooga 51 28 PCldy
Cheyenne 45 16 Clr
Chicago 26 16 PCldy
Cincinnati 36 18 Snow

Cleveland 28 15 Cldy
Colorado Springs 45 24 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 57 29 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 57 35 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 32 15 Snow
Concord,N.H. 34 14 PCldy
Corpus Christi 65 55 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 52 39 Cldy
Dayton 31 15 Snow
Daytona Beach 72 44 PCldy
Denver 49 24 PCldy
Des Moines 38 15 PCldy
Detroit 26 13 Cldy
Duluth 12 -9 Cldy
El Paso 63 41 Cldy
Elkins 32 14 Cldy
Erie 26 14 Cldy
Eugene 52 30 PCldy
Evansville 44 25 PCldy
Fairbanks 24 1 PCldy
Fargo 15 -1 Clr
Flagstaff 48 28 PCldy
Flint 24 8 Cldy
Fort Smith 53 34 PCldy
Fort Wayne 28 14 PCldy
Fresno 60 52 Rain
Goodland 49 21 PCldy
Grand Junction 50 31 PCldy
Grand Rapids 25 11 Snow
Great Falls 36 7 PCldy
Green Bay 19 1 Clr
Greensboro,N.C. 49 25 PCldy

Harrisburg 39 20 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 36 20 PCldy
Helena 37 11 PCldy
Honolulu 81 67 Clr
Houston 61 45 Cldy
Huntsville 51 28 Clr
Indianapolis 36 18 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 55 35 PCldy
Jacksonville 67 39 PCldy
Juneau 39 28 Rain
Kansas City 46 23 PCldy
Key West 76 64 PCldy
Knoxville 47 25 PCldy
Lake Charles 61 45 Cldy
Lansing 25 10 Cldy
Las Vegas 64 51 PCldy
Lexington 39 18 PCldy
Lincoln 43 20 PCldy
Little Rock 53 33 Cldy
Los Angeles 64 51 Rain
Louisville 40 23 PCldy
Lubbock 44 33 Cldy
Macon 58 32 PCldy
Madison 25 5 Cldy
Medford 59 35 Cldy
Memphis 52 32 PCldy
Miami Beach 80 62 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 45 39 Cldy
Milwaukee 26 11 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 19 4 PCldy
Mobile 61 38 PCldy
Montgomery 57 29 PCldy

Nashville 47 27 PCldy
New Orleans 61 46 PCldy
New York City 39 26 PCldy
Newark 39 24 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 49 28 Clr
North Platte 48 13 Clr
Oklahoma City 50 33 Cldy
Omaha 41 18 PCldy
Orlando 75 46 PCldy
Paducah 48 26 PCldy
Pendleton 44 25 Clr
Peoria 32 17 PCldy
Philadelphia 40 24 PCldy
Phoenix 71 54 PCldy
Pittsburgh 31 15 Cldy
Pocatello 36 10 Clr
Portland,Maine 34 17 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 54 33 Clr
Providence 35 19 PCldy
Pueblo 50 22 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 51 26 PCldy
Rapid City 44 12 PCldy
Reno 46 33 Cldy
Richmond 51 25 PCldy
Roanoke 46 27 PCldy
Rochester 28 12 Cldy
Rockford 26 11 PCldy
Sacramento 59 45 Rain
St Louis 43 25 PCldy
St Thomas 83 74 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 53 29 Clr
Salt Lake City 39 26 Clr

San Angelo 48 40 PCldy
San Antonio 56 47 Rain
San Diego 64 54 Rain
San Francisco 61 50 Rain
San Jose 62 49 Rain
San Juan,P.R. 83 70 PCldy
Santa Fe 48 31 Cldy
St Ste Marie 16 1 Snow
Savannah 60 34 PCldy
Seattle 50 35 Clr
Shreveport 58 39 PCldy
Sioux City 34 17 PCldy
Sioux Falls 29 13 PCldy
South Bend 27 13 PCldy
Spokane 39 20 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 38 20 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 47 29 Clr
Syracuse 31 17 Snow
Tallahassee 65 37 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 73 51 PCldy
Toledo 28 13 PCldy
Topeka 46 24 PCldy
Tucson 69 50 Cldy
Tulsa 52 32 PCldy
Tupelo 52 30 PCldy
Waco 54 41 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 46 24 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 79 58 PCldy
Wichita 50 30 PCldy
Wichita Falls 50 35 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 35 17 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 41 22 PCldy
Yakima 43 20 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
29/18
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•
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•
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Moscow
32/23

St. Petersburg
24/21

Kiev
40/27

Bucharest
46/28

Warsaw
35/25

Oslo
26/17

Berlin
32/24

Frankfurt
32/19

Stuttgart
25/19

Prague
31/20

Budapest
35/21

Copenhagen
27/20

Reykjavik
39/27

Dublin
45/37

Ramstein
29/19

Vienna
33/24

Geneva
31/17

Brussels
39/31

Istanbul
51/40

Athens
55/40

Souda Bay
55/45

Sigonella
51/30

Naples
45/34

Rome
48/30

Belgrade
56/30

Sarajevo
30/20

Tirana
47/31

Pristina
28/23

Tuzla
30/27

Aviano
50/34

Pisa
45/37

Paris
39/29

Nice
50/32

Barcelona
49/35

Madrid
47/28

Morón
57/32

Rota
58/37

Lisbon
55/41

Izmir
55/50

London
46/32

Lakenheath
43/37

Stockholm
28/15

Benelux: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s. Friday lows in
upper 20s to lower 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the 40s. Friday lows
in the 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with snow. Highs in the low
30s. Friday lows in the 20s.

France: In the north, mostly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s. Friday lows in
the upper 20s. In the south, mostly
sunny. Highs in the lower 50s. Friday
lows in the lower 30s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with isolated snowshowers.
Highs in the lower 30s. Friday lows in
the upper teens to mid 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with snowshowers. Highs in
the mid to upper 20s. Friday lows in
the upper teens to lower 20s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with isolated
snowshowers. Highs in the mid 30s.
Friday lows in the lower 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the mid 40s to low 50s. Friday lows in
the mid 30s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the mid 40s to lower
50s. Friday lows in the low to mid 30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 20s. Friday lows in the lower
20s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
snow and rainshowers. Highs in the
mid to upper 20s inland, low 40s on
the coast. Friday lows in teens to low
20s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. In the north,
highs in the upper 40s. Friday lows in
the upper 20s to mid 30s. In the
south, highs in the mid to upper 50s.
Friday lows in the lower 30s to lower
40s.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers along the coast.
Highs in the lower 50s to mid 60s.
Friday lows in the lower 40s to lower
50s, lower 30s inland.

European forecast for 17 February 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Kimberly Hardage

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
64/43

Baghdad
68/47

Kuwait City
71/47

Dhahran
67/53

Dubai
71/55

Zahedan
48/27

Karachi
70/44 Bombay

84/68

New Delhi
72/43

Kandahar
46/26

Kabul
24/16

Islamabad
58/38

Mazar-e-Sharif
30/08

Ashgabat
37/21

Tehran
49/35

Hyderabad
94/67

Tel Aviv
76/53

Cairo
81/59

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghad) 6:45A.M. 6:44A.M.
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:33A.M. 7:31A.M.
Sunset ( Baghad) 5:50P.M. 5:51P.M.
Sunset (Frankfurt) 5:48P.M. 5:50P.M.

Skopje
38/24•

•Stavanger
40/23

Lajes
61/53

New moon
x

First qtr Full moon Last qtr.
x

L

L

L
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Venus and Jupiter affect us with a
heavenly flirtation. What a pleasant
waste of time it is to tease and carry
on with someone charismatic — or
perhaps it’s more productive than
appearances suggest.
There’s value in the confi-
dence boost that comes
with sophisticated social
contact. Playfulness really
is a fine art under the
Gemini moon.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 17). This year
is full of memorable occa-
sions, thrilling twists in your
life’s plot and adventures
just begging you to take
them! So be daring, espe-
cially when unusual opportunities
present themselves in the next three
months. Couples exchange new
promises in June. You’re applauded
for career success in July. Love
signs are Scorpio and Cancer. Your
lucky numbers are: 50, 8, 1, 24 and
35.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Personal ambitions are highlighted;
set at least one goal that is entirely
to satisfy yourself. Get the to-do list
over with — you need a block of
unstructured time to let your mind
surf the collective unconscious.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
There’s a foggy quality to your
experiences now, which gives you a
detached, almost amused air. A line
of Edgar Allan Poe comes to mind:
“All that we see or seem/Is but a
dream within a dream.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’re moving in a highly competi-
tive environment. When others
appear to be resting, they’re merely
waiting to pounce at the first opportu-
nity they see. Be more strategic than
the next guy.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Answers are simple, especially if the
question has to do with your career.
Does your work encompass the
things you actually love doing? If
not, there’s an opportunity to remedy
the situation.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
won’t be the only one to benefit from

your own success. Once you know
that others want you to succeed,
you have a license to go for it with
all your passion. Use all available
channels to promote yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The pressure is off for the time
being. Take the opportunity to enroll

in a spinning class, learn
Pilates or go for a run.
When you get out in a
healthy way, you meet
new, sexy and exciting
friends.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). There’s something
comforting about a familiar
mess. But you have too
much to gain by clearing
the clutter. Make a list of
what to keep and what to
throw out — you don’t
have to do it for real just

yet if it’s too hard.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Idle notions are the initial spark of
luck. Making your mark is a matter
of sheer concentration. Start by
designating more time for planning
and promoting. An artistic goal can
be accomplished if you keep the
faith.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You’ll have to crack down on
personal discipline to win the prize.
Strengthen all that’s going well in
your world. Write things down.
Double-check. Plan thoroughly, and
most of all, don’t be quick to blame!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You’re on the go as usual, and
the less baggage you have to carry,
the better. By working in energetic
spurts, you accomplish much. Take
advantage of downtime in between
by resting up.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Matters related to home and family
may feel unsettled. It’s best not to
think about what you don’t have and
start using what you do. A romantic
relationship is right where it should
be.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Before the weekend starts, you’ll
have set love on a better course. Be
sure to act on your romantic ideas,
or they never become a part of your
life. Shared activities will be the
source of your greatest memories.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Stylish

5 Sternward

8 Skewer

12 Frau’s mate

13 Fresh

14 Mexican money

15 Largest of the

seven

16 Turn right

17 Multitude

18 Dennis the

Menace, e.g.

20 Unrepaired

22 Joke’s first line,

often

26 Squamous

29 Monterrey

monarch

30 “There’s — in

‘team’ ”

31 Actress Skye

32 1-Across, to

Austin Powers

33 Shakespeare

sobriquet

34 Torched

35 Spotted

36 Retail division

37 Ornamental

trinket

40 Huron’s neighbor

41 Lone Ranger’s

steed

45 — Hari

47 Make like a frog

49 Assistant

50 Leading man?

51 Idolater’s emotion

52 Nullify

53 “— and

Circumstance”

54 Longing

55 Saxophone range

Down
1 Burn somewhat

2 “For — jolly 

good ...”

3 Rainbow

4 Fireplace noise

5 — -Saxon

6 Retainer

7 Made slight

adjustments

8 Juan Carlos’ 

kingdom

9 Private

10 Doctrine

11 “— Story”

19 Whatever amount

21 Firmament

23 Dentist’s concern

24 Heart of the 

matter

25 “Bye Bye Birdie”

song

26 Worms make it

27 Invent

28 Civil War battle

site

32 Avail oneself 

profitably

33 Nut-and-honey

pastry

35 Something to do

at 39-Down

36 — -fi

38 Muscle woe

39 Colorado resort

42 String instrument

43 Tend texts

44 Start over

45 Chart

46 Commotion

48 Have bills

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: In 1963,

Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. stood in front of tens
of thousands of Ameri-
cans of all races and
colors and shared his
dream. In honor of Dr.
King, a group of dedicat-
ed Americans is building
the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. National Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C.
This four-acre memorial
will be situated on the
Mall between our national me-
morials for Presidents Jefferson
and Lincoln.

It will stand for Dr. King’s
ideals — peace, equality and
freedom.

The project has raised over
$33 million, thanks to organiza-
tions such as General Motors,
Tommy Hilfiger, The Ford
Fund, Fannie Mae, Aflac, Bell
South, The Marriott Foundation,
AOL-Time Warner, and individu-
als such as hip-hop star Nelly.
We need to raise another $33
million to break ground by the
end of this year.

Dr. King spoke of
“the fierce urgency of
now.” Here at the
foundation, we feel
that urgency as well,
and ask for your help.

Please ask your
readers to visit
www.buildthe-
dream.org and give
whatever they can.
Every donation will
help us make this
dream a reality.

— Harry E. Johnson Sr.,
Wash., D.C.

Dear Harry Johnson: Thank
you for giving us the opportunity
to mention this project to our
readers. Those who are interest-
ed should check your Web site or
write to the Martin Luther King
Jr. National Memorial Project
Foundation Inc., Department
211, Washington, D.C. 20055.

Dear Annie: My daughter is

getting married soon, and I’ve
always dreamed of walking my
little girl down the aisle. Howev-
er, my former wife says she

wants to walk our daughter
down the aisle with me.

I do not want to appear self-
ish, but is this a new trend? My
ex-wife left our family to pursue
another guy when my daughter
was a teenager, and I am not
inclined to accommodate her. Is
there a compromise?

— Heavyhearted in Michigan
Dear Michigan: Perhaps your

ex-wife can walk her halfway
while you walk her the rest of the
way, or your daughter may opt to
walk by herself, but this really is
not your decision. Ask your
daughter what SHE would like,
and then whatever she chooses,
please acquiesce. This day is not
about your dreams, it’s about
hers, and one of them, undoubted-
ly, is that her parents get along

at her wedding.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I have a
22-year-old daughter who insists
on wearing low-rise jeans. I have
seen half her rear end at least
five times, and I’m embarrassed
for her. I have had to tell her
every time. When I do, she acts
mad at me for saying something.
Last October, she squat-
ted down to look in a box
at a yard sale, and the
poor elderly gentleman
who was trying to assist
her had quite a view. It
was awful! I wish I had a
camera so I could take a
picture and blow it up to
an 8-by-10 so she could
see what everyone else is
seeing.

This couldn’t be the
style — to show off so
much skin — is it?
Please, Abby, print this. Maybe
my daughter will see your re-
sponse. She says she doesn’t
care. How can that be?

— Bummed-Out Mother,
Brightwood, Va.

Dear Mother: Your daughter is
a willing slave to fashion. It seems
every generation has its own

erogenous zone on display. Re-
member the lyric, “In olden days,
a glimpse of stocking was looked
on as something shocking. Now
Heaven knows, anything goes!” In
the ’60s it was the thigh. In the
’90s it was exposed navels
adorned with gold rings. Today

the fashion industry
appears to have turned
us into a nation of
“crack addicts.”

The trend will end
only when God grants
us the gift to see our-
selves as others see us
— in other words, “hind-
sight.”

Dear Abby: I have
just had an upsetting
experience. I walked
into my local public

library this morning to find a man
angrily confronting one of the
librarians. I don’t eavesdrop, but
there was no way to miss what he
was saying because he was shout-
ing.

Apparently, when it was his
turn to be helped, he was on his
cell phone and refused to hang

up. She informed him that she
would help the next person in
line, and then help him when he
had finished his conversation.
Part of his problem, according to
him, was that he was so involved
with his cell phone call that he
hadn’t heard what the librarian
said! I don’t see why she and the
other people in line should have
been expected to wait for him to
finish his call, and I certainly
don’t understand why he felt
entitled to intimidate this woman.

Isn’t it time for some rules of
conduct for cell phone use?

— Courtesy, Please,
in Springfield, Mo.

Dear C.P.: It should not be
necessary to have written rules
of conduct for cell phone users.
Common sense and basic good
manners should apply. The li-
brarian was within her rights to
take the next person in line if the
one in front of her was preoccu-
pied.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Fashion creates ‘crack addicts’

Honoring Martin Luther King Jr.

Dear Abby
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AFN TV & Radio
Thursday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Southern Mississippi at Cincinnati (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball: Ne-

braska at Oklahoma (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—NBA: Memphis at Bos-

ton (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel

Cup Gatorade Duel at Daytona.
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—Golf: Nissan Open,

first round (joined in progress).

Friday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Louisville at Marquette.
AFN-Sports and Radio, 2 a.m.—NBA: Cleve-

land at Minnesota.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NFL: Pro Bowl Skills

Competition (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball:

UCLA at California (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—College basketball:

Louisville at Marquette (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:

Duke at Virginia Tech (dld).
AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—Golf: Nissan Open, sec-

ond round.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday
1. Illinois (25-0) did not play. Next: at Penn
State, Wednesday.
2. Kansas (20-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Iowa State, Saturday.
3. Kentucky (19-3) lost to South Carolina
73-61. Next: vs. Mississippi State, Saturday.
4. North Carolina (20-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Virginia, Wednesday.
5. Wake Forest (22-3) beat Miami 68-63.
Next: at No. 7 Duke, Sunday.
6. Boston College (20-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Rutgers, Wednesday.
7. Duke (18-3) did not play. Next: at Virgin-
ia Tech, Thursday.
8. Oklahoma State (19-3) did not play.
Next: vs. Texas Tech, Saturday.
9. Syracuse (22-4) did not play. Next: at No.
6 Boston College, Saturday.
10. Arizona (21-4) did not play. Next: vs. Or-
egon, Thursday.
11. Michigan State (17-4) did not play.
Next: vs. Minnesota, Wednesday.
12. Louisville (21-4) did not play. Next: at
Marquette, Thursday.
13. Gonzaga (19-4) did not play. Next: vs.
San Diego, Thursday.
14. Utah (22-3) did not play. Next: at Air
Force, Saturday.
15. Washington (20-4) did not play. Next:
at Washington State, Saturday.
16. Alabama (19-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Arkansas, Wednesday.
17. Pittsburgh (18-4) did not play. Next: at
No. 25 Villanova, Sunday.
18. Connecticut (16-6) beat Providence
94-89, 2OT. Next: at Rutgers, Saturday.
19. Pacific (20-2) did not play. Next: vs. UC
Santa Barbara, Wednesday.
20. Wisconsin (16-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Michigan, Wednesday.
21. Oklahoma (17-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Nebraska, Wednesday.
22. Maryland (15-7) did not play. Next: at
North Carolina State, Wednesday.
23. Charlotte (17-4) did not play. Next: vs.
DePaul, Wednesday.
24. Cincinnati (18-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Southern Mississippi, Wednesday.
25. Villanova (15-6) beat Bucknell 89-51.
Next: at Seton Hall, Thursday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Adelphi 55, St. Thomas Aquinas 37
Albright 83, Moravian 65
Brockport 99, Utica Tech 86
Buffalo 77, Kent St. 66
C.W. Post 79, Molloy 71
Clark U. 73, Becker 48
Coast Guard 78, Wheaton, Mass. 75, OT
Colby 97, Maine Maritime 68
Colby-Sawyer 78, New England Coll. 52
Connecticut 94, Providence 89, 2OT
Cortland St. 74, Potsdam 60
Curry 88, Anna Maria 66
Daniel Webster 74, S. Vermont 72
DeSales 74, Delaware Valley 54
E. Nazarene 91, Nichols 87, OT
Endicott 70, Wentworth Tech 50
FDU-Florham 58, Drew 56
Framingham St. 72, Fitchburg St. 55
Fredonia St. 76, Buffalo St. 72
Gordon 61, New England 50
Hobart 94, Hamilton 84, OT
Holy Family 85, Wilmington, Del. 65
Juniata 70, Susquehanna 54
Keene St. 78, E. Connecticut 73
La Salle 73, Rhode Island 63
Lasell 67, Newbury 57
Lebanon Valley 79, Widener 53
Lycoming 68, Wilkes 67, OT
Manhattanville 78, Mount St. Vincent 67
Mass.-Dartmouth 85, Mass.-Boston 77
Massachusetts 78, Florida St. 68
Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 66, CCNY 49
Mountain St. 110, Allen 61
N.J. City 72, John Jay 43
N.J. Tech 62, Caldwell 55
New Haven 69, Concordia, N.Y. 48
Norwich 92, Suffolk 55
Nyack 62, Felician 58
Oneonta 75, New Paltz 71
Oswego St. 56, Plattsburgh 54
Penn St.-Altoona 71, Hood 55
RPI 61, Vassar 58
Rhode Island Coll. 70, W. Connecticut 69
Roger Williams 63, Salve Regina 59
S. Maine 88, Plymouth St. 87
St. Francis, NY 89, Sacred Heart 83
St. Peter’s 80, Siena 76

St. Vincent 89, Geneva 76
Trinity, Conn. 85, Hunter 58
Villanova 89, Bucknell 51
Worcester St. 80, Bridgewater, Mass. 77

SOUTH
Austin Peay 73, Jacksonville St. 65
Bluefield 65, King, Tenn. 54
Brescia 68, Asbury 44
Bridgewater, Va. 77, Randolph-Macon 72, OT
Bryan 81, Milligan 77
Emory & Henry 88, Roanoke 86
Guilford 89, Washington & Lee 71
Hampden-Sydney 67, Lynchburg 55
Morehouse 67, Fort Valley St. 52
Murray St. 80, Tenn.-Martin 56
South Carolina 73, Kentucky 61
Va. Wesleyan 85, E. Mennonite 62
Virginia Union 100, Shaw 76
Wake Forest 68, Miami 63

MIDWEST
Adrian 76, Kalamazoo 72
Cent. Michigan 84, W. Michigan 74
Concordia, Neb. 61, Nebraska Wesleyan 59
Grace 96, St. Francis, Ind. 91
Huntington 80, Bethel, Ind. 77
Indiana St. 74, SW Missouri St. 72, OT
Iowa St. 57, Kansas St. 42
Martin Luther 70, Bethany Lutheran 59
Miami (Ohio) 59, Marshall 51
Mount Vernon Nazarene 94, Malone 82
Northwestern, Minn. 64, Crown 59
Notre Dame Coll. 89, Roberts Wesleyan 87
Ohio St. 57, Indiana 44
SW Baptist 52, Missouri-Rolla 48
Shawnee St. 75, Rio Grande 60
Taylor 75, Spring Arbor 57
Tiffin 84, Cedarville 80
Walsh 84, Ohio Dominican 58
Wilberforce 85, Urbana 73

FAR WEST
Colorado Mines 86, Colorado Christian 75
Mesa, Colo. 77, Western St., Colo. 61
NW Christian 67, Pacific, Ore. 60
Utah Valley St. 71, Grand Canyon 49

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Tuesday

1. LSU (23-1) did not play. Next: vs. Ken-
tucky, Thursday.
2. Ohio State (24-2) did not play. Next: vs.

No. 14 Minnesota, Thursday.
3. Duke (23-2) did not play. Next: vs. Clem-

son, Thursday.
4. Stanford (22-2) did not play. Next: at

Southern California, Friday.
5. Notre Dame (23-3) beat No. 25 Boston

College 54-47. Next: at No. 10 Rutgers, Satur-
day.
6. Tennessee (19-4) did not play. Next: vs.

South Carolina, Thursday.
7. Baylor (19-3) did not play. Next: vs. Mis-

souri, Wednesday.
8. North Carolina (20-3) did not play. Next:

at Wake Forest, Wednesday.
9. Michigan State (22-3) did not play. Next:

at Iowa, Thursday.
10. Rutgers (18-5) did not play. Next: at Syr-

acuse, Wednesday.
11. Connecticut (16-6) did not play. Next:

at Georgetown, Wednesday.
12. DePaul (21-3) did not play. Next: at

Saint Louis, Friday.
13. Texas (15-7) did not play. Next: at No.

18 Kansas State, Wednesday.
14. Minnesota (19-5) did not play. Next: at

No. 2 Ohio State, Thursday.
15. Texas Tech (17-5) did not play. Next: at

Kansas, Wednesday.
16. Georgia (20-6) did not play. Next: at Mis-

sissippi, Sunday.
17. Temple (20-3) did not play. Next: at St.

Bonaventure, Thursday.
18. Kansas State (17-5) did not play. Next:

vs. No. 13 Texas, Wednesday.
19. Iowa State (18-4) did not play. Next: vs.

Oklahoma State, Wednesday.
20. Maryland (17-6) did not play. Next: at

Miami, Thursday.
21. North Carolina State (18-5) did not

play. Next: vs. Florida State, Thursday.
22. Vanderbilt (17-6) did not play. Next: vs.

Arkansas, Thursday.
23. Wisconsin-Green Bay (21-2) did not

play. Next: vs. Cleveland State, Thursday.
24. Penn State (16-8) did not play. Next: vs.

Wisconsin, Thursday.
25. Boston College (16-7) lost to No. 5

Notre Dame 54-47. Next: vs. Seton Hall, Satur-
day.

Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Allegheny 78, Hiram 52
Anna Maria 75, Curry 67
Babson 66, MIT 33
Brockport 72, Utica Tech 40
C.W. Post 87, Molloy 61
Chestnut Hill 58, Lincoln, Pa. 44
Coast Guard 59, Worcester Tech 48
Colby-Sawyer 65, New England Coll. 50
Cortland St. 86, Potsdam 53
DeSales 61, Delaware Valley 55
Dominican, N.Y. 101, Georgian Court 95, OT
Drew 61, FDU-Florham 52
Endicott 53, Wentworth Tech 46
Felician 55, Nyack 54
Fitchburg St. 59, Framingham St. 30
Fredonia St. 69, Buffalo St. 52

Geneva 63, St. Vincent 51
Gordon 65, New England 57
Holy Family 88, Wilmington, Del. 60
Keene St. 64, E. Connecticut 61
Lycoming 62, Wilkes 57
Maine 71, Northeastern 45
Mass.-Dartmouth 81, Mass.-Boston 41
Moravian 60, Albright 39
Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 84, Manhattanville 42
N.J. Tech 77, Caldwell 56
New Haven 66, Concordia, N.Y. 64
Notre Dame 54, Boston College 47
Oneonta 61, New Paltz 56
Oswego St. 55, Plattsburgh 38
Point Park 82, Carlow 73
RPI 69, Vassar 48
Rhode Island Coll. 71, W. Connecticut 61
Roger Williams 48, Salve Regina 45
S. Maine 82, Plymouth St. 53
Scranton 58, Kings, Pa. 53
Stevens Tech 52, Kings Point 33
Susquehanna 74, Juniata 73
Thomas, Maine 68, Colby 61
W. New England 76, Rivier 29
Westfield St. 60, Albertus Magnus 51
Wheaton, Mass. 73, Wellesley 66
Widener 85, Lebanon Valley 76
William Smith 67, Hamilton 53
Worcester St. 75, Bridgewater, Mass. 73
York, N.Y. 82, New Rochelle 55

SOUTH
Bethel, Tenn. 78, Spalding 69
Bryan 82, Milligan 60
Charleston Southern 54, Winthrop 42
High Point 61, Coastal Carolina 52
Kentucky Christian 60, Indiana-Southeast 57
North Greenville 74, Benedict 63
Palm Beach Atl. 57, Southeastern, Fla. 44
Radford 79, N.C.-Asheville 69
St. Augustine’s 69, Johnson C. Smith 59
Stetson 67, Jacksonville 62, OT
Tenn.-Martin 75, Murray St. 70
UNC-Greensboro 90, Davidson 87, 2OT

MIDWEST
Bowling Green 72, Cent. Michigan 58
Concordia, Ill. 87, Benedictine,Ill. 79
Concordia, Wis. 58, Milwaukee Eng. 37
Edgewood 52, Wis. Lutheran 46
Eureka 50, Aurora 49, OT
Ill.-Springfield 81, Harris-Stowe 56
Illinois Weslyn 79, North Central 67
Lakeland 84, Alverno 59
Malone 67, Mount Vernon Nazarene 57
Marian, Wis. 69, Marantha Baptist 38
Martin Luther 84, Bethany Lutheran 52
McKendree 86, Hannibal-LaGrange 80
Millikin 80, Augustana,Ill. 60
Missouri Baptist 61, William Woods 58
Northwestern, Minn. 69, Crown 59
Notre Dame Coll. 74, Roberts Wesleyan 70
Ohio 70, Akron 56
Ohio Dominican 79, Walsh 69
Rio Grande 81, Shawnee St. 79
Rockford 75, Clarke 64
SW Baptist 62, Missouri-Rolla 47
St. Xavier 88, Illinois Tech 79
Wheaton, Ill. 62, Carthage 40
Wis.-Oshkosh 64, Wis.-Eau Claire 54
Wis.-Platteville 52, Wis.-Whitewater 50
Wis.-River Falls 75, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 68
Wis.-Stout 94, Wis.-LaCrosse 65

SOUTHWEST
Abilene Christian 75, Angelo St. 66
East Central 77, SE Oklahoma 52
Texas A&M-C.C. 69, Texas-Pan Amer. 47

FAR WEST
Colorado Mines 61, Colorado Christian 55
Mesa, Colo. 70, Western St., Colo. 52
Pacific, Ore. 66, NW Christian 48

College hockey
Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Assumption 7, S. New Hampshire 3
Curry 6, Suffolk 1
Holy Cross 5, Connecticut 0
Johnson & Wales, R.I. 6, Framingham St. 2
W. New England 7, Castleton St. 5

College baseball
Tuesday’s scores

SOUTH
Alcorn St. 9-21, Tougaloo 2-2
Auburn 6, Mercer 5
Barry 8, Fla. Gulf Coast 0
Belhaven 18, MVSU 8
Belmont 9, Tennessee Tech 0
Campbell 8, Coastal Carolina 4
Columbus St. 15, Auburn-Montgomery 5
Davidson 6, Wake Forest 3
Elon at High Point, ppd., field conditions
Evansville 10, Lipscomb 0
Florida 17, Florida A&M 2
Florida Southern 9, Rollins 4
Gardner-Webb 11, Furman 8
Jacksonville 8, Georgia Southern 0
Liberty 7, Old Dominion 6
LSU 9, Louisiana-Monroe 6
Mississippi 10 Arkansas St. 0
Northwestern St. 6, Louisiana College 5
Samford 5, Georgia St. 3
South Florida 3, Bethune-Cookman 1

Southern Wesleyan 7, Anderson, S.C. 6
Trevecca Nazarene 10, Brescia 0
Tulane 3, McNeese St. 0
VMI at Longwood, ppd., rain
William & Mary 12, Norfolk St. 2
Winthrop 8, Charlotte 1

SOUTHWEST
Angelo St. 17, Sul Ross St. 0
Dallas Baptist 10, Oklahoma St. 2
E. Texas Baptist 15, SW Assemblies of God 9
Rice 7, Houston 6, 10 innings
Southwestern, Texas 5, Texas Lutheran 4
Texas 10, Texas San-Antonio 0
Texas A&M 2, Sam Houston St. 1
Texas-Arlington 9, Baylor 6
Texas A&M-C.C. 11-12, Prairie View 0-4
Texas State 5, Texas-Pan American 0
Texas Tech 7, TCU 4

FAR WEST
Arizona 7, Arizona St. 6, 14 innings
Cal St.-Fullerton 10, Loyola Marymount 2
Nevada at St. Mary’s, Cal., ppd., rain
Oregon St. 6, Portland 4
Sacramento St. at Santa Clara, ppd., rain
San Diego St. 15, CS Northridge 6
San Jose St. at California, ppd., rain
Southern Cal 7, San Diego 5
UC Davis at San Francisco, ppd., rain
UC Santa Barbara 14, Westmont 2

Tennis
ABN AMRO
Wednesday

At Ahoy’ Stadium
Rotterdam, Netherlands

Purse: $1 million (Intl. Gold)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First round

Stanislas Wrawinka, Switzerland, def. Se-
bastien Grosjean, France, 7-6 (5), 6-2.
Joachim Johansson (5), Sweden, def.

Yeu-tzuoo Wang, Taiwan, 6-2, 6-7 (2), 6-3.
Ivan Ljubicic, Croatia, def. Dominik Hrbaty

(7), Slovakia, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2.
Second Round

Paradorn Srichaphan, Thailand, def. Guill-
ermo Coria (2), Argentina, 2-6, 7-6 (2), 6-3.

Tuesday
Singles

First Round
Michael Llodra, France, def. Peter Wes-
sels, Netherlands, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-2.
Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, def.
David Nalbandian (4), Argentina, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1.
Olivier Rochus, Belgium, def. Feliciano
Lopez (8), Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Tim Henman (3), Britain, def. Nicolas Kief-
er, Germany, 7-5, 6-4.
Mario Ancic, Croatia, def. Taylor Dent, Unit-
ed States, 7-6 (5), 7-5.

Copa Colsanitas
Tuesday

At Club Campestre el Rancho
Bogota, Colombia

Purse: $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Flavia Pennetta (2), Italy, def. Frederica
Piedade, Portugal, 6-2, 6-1.
Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spain, def. Laura
Pous Tio, Spain, 6-4, 6-1.
Maria Fernanda Alves, Brazil, def. Tatiana
Perebiynis (7), Ukraine, 6-4, 7-6 (7).
Zsofia Gubacsi, Hungary, def. Vilmarie Cas-
tellvi, Puerto Rico, 6-4, 7-5.
Fabiola Zuluaga (1), Colombia, def.
Marie-Eve Pelletier, Canada, 6-1, 6-1.
Barbora Strycova (5), Czech Republic, def.
Vanina Garcia Sokol, Argentina, 7-6 (5), 6-1.
Eva Birnerova, Czech Republic, def. Maria
Emilia Salerni, Argentina, 6-2, 6-4.
Catalina Castano, Colombia, def. Aleksan-
dra Wozniak, Canada, 7-6 (4), 6-3.

Diamond Games
Wednesday

At Sportspaleis Antwerpen
Antwerp, Belgium

Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor
Second round

Patty Schnyder (7), Switzerland, def. Cam-
ille Pin, France, 6-3, 4-6, 6-1.
Venus Williams (3), United States, def. Vir-
ginie Razzano, France, 6-3, 6-0.

Tuesday
Singles

First Round
Anna Chakvetadze, Russia, def. Karolina
Sprem, Croatia, 7-5, 6-3.
Camille Pin, France, def. Marta Marrero,
Spain, 6-1, 6-2.
Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, def.
Nathalie Dechy (6), France, 7-6 (7), 6-4.
Katarina Srebotnik, Slovakia, def. Maria
Elena Camerin, Italy, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4.
Nadia Petrova (5), Russia, def. Anabel Me-
dina Garrigues, Spain, 6-4, 6-1.
Kim Clijsters, Belgium, def. Jelena Kostan-
ic, Croatia, 6-2, 6-3.
Virginie Razzano, France, def. Ana Ivanov-
ic, Serbia-Montenegro, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.

Mary Pierce, France, def. Iveta Benesova,
Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-1.

Brasil Open
Tuesday

At Costa do Sauipe
Salvador, Brazil

Purse: $380,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Peter Luczak, Australia, def. Fernando
Gonzalez (2), Chile, 3-6, 6-3, 7-5.
Alex Corretja, Spain, def. David Ferrer (5),

Spain, 6-0, 5-7, retired.
Alberto Martin, Spain, def. Filippo Volandri

(4), Italy, 7-5, 1-0, retired.
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. Juan

Monaco, Argentina, 6-1, 6-3.
Edgardo Massa, Argentina, def. Flavio

Saretta, Brazil, 6-3, 6-1.
Andre Sa, Brazil, def. Julio Silva, Brazil, 6-2,

6-4.
Ricardo Mello, Brazil, def. Albert Mon-

tanes, Spain, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.
Mariano Zabaleta (7), Argentina, def. Mari-

ano Puerta, Argentina, 6-4, 6-2.
Martin Vassallo Arguello, Argentina, def.

Felix Mantilla, Spain, 7-6 (1), 4-6, 6-3.
Alex Calatrava, Spain, def. Juan Antonio

Marin, Costa Rica, 6-3, 6-4.
Rafael Nadal (6), Spain, def. Jose Acasuso,

Argentina, 7-6 (1), 6-3.

Morgan Keegan
Championships

Tuesday
At The Racquet Club of Memphis

Memphis, Tenn.
Purse: Men, $690,000 (Intl.);
Women, $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Men

First Round
Xavier Malisse (5), Belgium, def. Philipp

Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-3, 6-3.
Irakli Labadze, Georgia, def. Jonas Bjork-

man, Sweden, 6-4, 7-6 (1).
Jan-Michael Gambill, United States, def.

Jiri Novak (4), Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-0.
Arnaud Clement, France, def. Davide San-

guinetti, Italy, 7-6 (1), 1-6, 6-1.
Vince Spadea (3), United States, def. Tho-

mas Enqvist, Sweden, 7-5, 6-2.
Robby Ginepri, United States, def. Zach

Dailey, United States, 6-2, 6-0.
Andy Roddick (1), United States, def. Lee

Hyung-taik, South Korea, 6-3, 6-4.
Women
First Round

Michaella Krajicek, Netherlands, def. Kelly
McCain, United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Meghann Shaughnessy (3), United States,

def. Laura Granville, United States, 6-3, 6-4.
Vera Zvonareva (1), Russia, def. Michaela

Pastikova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-1.
Cho Yoon-jeong, South Korea, def. Antonel-

la Serra Zanetti, Italy, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2.
Yuka Yoshida, Japan, def. Katerina Bohmo-

va, Czech Republic, 6-2, 5-7, 6-4.
Second Round

Jamea Jackson, United States, def. Sesil
Karatantcheva, Bulgaria, 6-3, 6-4.

Deals
Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BOSTON RED SOX—Acquired INF Alejandro
Machado from theWashington Nationals for
a player to be named or cash consider-
ations. Agreed to terms with RHP Denny To-
mori on a minor league contract.
TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms

with LHP Mark Hendrickson on a one-year
contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA—Fined Sacramento G Cuttino Mobley
$10,000 for verbal abuse of a game official
and failing to leave the court in a timely man-
ner during a Feb. 11 game.
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Activated F

Andris Biedrins from the injured list.
Women’s National Basketball Association
WNBA—Named Donna Orender president.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Signed OL Phil
Bogle, DB James Boyd, LB Jamal Brooks, OL
Lewis Dawson, WR C.J. Jones, RB Sultan Mc-
Cullough, FB Corey McIntyre and OL Greg
Randall.
GREEN BAY PAKCERS—Named Joe Baker

assistant defensive coach.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Announced the res-

ignation of Ray Compton, senior vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Named Rich Olson

quarterbacks coach.
SOCCER

U.S. Soccer Federation
USSF—Announced the resignation of April

Heinrichs, women’s national team coach, ef-
fective after 2005.

FIFA
FIFA—Suspended Macau from internation-

al soccer until further notice, because of po-
litical interference by authorities.

COLLEGE
WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE—Sus-

pended Nevada F Jermaine Washington and
Texas-El Paso F Omar Thomas one game for
their actions during a Feb. 12 game.
AIR FORCE—Named Pete Hurt offensive

line coach.
DELAWARE—Named Isaac Collins second-

ary coach.
JAMESMADISON—Named Kurt Johnson as-

sistant athletic director for compliance and
Karen Mercer director of business opera-
tions.
NORTH CAROLINA—Named Tommy Thig-

pen linebackers coach and Dave Brock wide
receivers coach.
OREGON—Dismissed men’s basketball F
Ian Crosswhite for an undisclosed violation
of athletic department policy.
UC SAN DIEGO—Announced the resigna-
tion of Duncan McFarland, women’s volley-
ball coach.

SCOREBOARD

TANK MCNAMARA
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BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Not even the
first day of pitchers and catchers
could supplant the talk of steroids
and syringes in baseball.

Steroids were the No. 1 topic
Tuesday, when the new Washing-
ton Nationals, the New York Yan-
kees and the Cincinnati Reds
opened camp.

“It doesn’t go away, unfortu-
nately,” Yankees manager Joe
Torre said.

Seven more teams were to re-
port to spring
training
Wednesday,
and workouts
begin Thurs-
day — 45 days
before the

World Series champion Boston
Red Sox and Yankees play the
major league opener April 3. The
Minnesota Twins will be the last
team to report, on Sunday.

Ken Griffey Jr. ran for the
Reds’ medical staff in Sarasota,
showing how far he has recov-
ered from surgery on his torn
right hamstring. Pedro Martinez,
an early arrival at the New York
Mets’ camp, worked out in Port
St. Lucie. And Trot Nixon kept up
the Yankees-Red Sox sniping, say-
ing of Alex Rodriguez: “He can’t
stand up to [Derek] Jeter in my
book or Bernie Williams or
[Jorge] Posada.”

The Nationals had the most
complicated journey to spring
training. After 36 seasons as the
Montreal Expos, the team mor-
phed into Washington’s first
major league team since the ex-
pansion Senators became the
Texas Rangers after the 1971 sea-
son.

Owned by Major League Base-
ball since early 2002, the team
was uncertain of its fate for three
seasons before the move to the na-
tion’s capital was finalized in De-
cember.

“It’s been a long journey,”
catcher Brian Schneider said.

“We’ve wanted this for a while,
and it’s here now. We’re ready for
it, that’s for sure.”

As camps opened, there was a
new steroid report. The New
York Daily News said Tuesday
that an FBI agent in Ann Arbor,
Mich., told baseball security head

Kevin Hallinan about 10 years
ago that Jose Canseco and other
players were using illegal anabol-
ic steroids.

“I alerted Major League Base-
ball back in the time when we had
a case, that Canseco was a heavy
user and that they should be
aware of it,” Special Agent Greg
Stejskal was quoted as saying. “I
spoke to the people in their securi-
ty office, Hallinan was one of the
people I spoke to.”

Calls to Stejskal’s office in Ann
Arbor and to FBI headquarters in
Washington were referred to the
Detroit FBI office, where spokes-
woman Agent Dawn Clenney said
Stejskal and the agency would
have nothing to say.

“I don’t think I was off-base
with anything I said,” Stejskal
told the Daily News in Wednes-
day’s editions.

Hallinan was traveling and
didn’t return telephone calls seek-
ing comment. He told the News
he never was contacted then
about steroid use.

“I can’t understand why Kevin
reacted so vehemently, and I’m
sorry that Kevin put himself in
that position to be so angry,” Ste-
jskal said.

“I have absolute confidence in
his integrity,” Sandy Alderson, ex-
ecutive vice president for base-
ball operations in the commission-
er’s office, said of Hallinan. “We
are looking into the situation de-
scribed by the agent to see if we
can figure out what exactly took
place. There may have been some-
one else he talked to. There are a
number of possibilities. We want
to see if there is some reasonable
view of his explanation and
Kevin’s.”

Canseco’s autobiography, pub-
lished this week, accused the Yan-
kees’ Jason Giambi and others of
using steroids.

“He’s my biggest question
mark this spring,” Torre said.
“We have to see what kind of play-
er he is.”

Still, baseball’s new drug-test-
ing agreement — calling for

harsher penalties and more fre-
quent testing — remains in the
drafting phase. Baseball manage-
ment expects the new rules to be
in place by the mandatory report-
ing date, March 1.

“I know that we were well on
our way to having serious steroid
testing, drug testing, and we still
are and we didn’t need a book to
come out and tell us that we need-
ed to do something,” Nixon said.

Baltimore shortstop Miguel Te-
jada, among the players accused
by Canseco, denied that he used
steroids.

“Any inference made by Jose
Canseco that I used steroids is
complete false,” Tejada said in a
statement. “I barely knew Jose
during his career, so it is ridicu-
lous for him to suggest we ever
had discussions regarding their
use.”

Gary Sheffield, who said last
October he unwittingly used sub-
stances that contained steroids
told the Daily News and New
York Post at Yankees camp he

never admitted to using steroids.

“When people sit here and say I
didn’t know I took steroids — I
didn’t take steroids,” he told the
News for Wednesday’s editions.

“The bottom line is I put rub-
bing cream on my leg, and if
somebody says that’s steroids,
that’s a bunch of hogwash.

“People are going to put a spin
on whatever they’re going to put a
spin on. ... I’m not like Jason Gi-
ambi, I’m not going to sit here
and cry about things being unfair
or attacks are unfair.”

Sheffield said Giambi will prob-
ably face some abuse from fans
during the season.

“He has to go through it,” Shef-
field said of his teammate.

“He’s the reason he’s going
through it, but that’s part of it. I
don’t think anybody will give you
pats on the back.”

At Boston’s camp in Fort
Myers, Nixon wasted little time in
adding some boil under base-
ball’s most heated rivalry, joining
Curt Schilling in criticizing Rod-
riguez.

“He’s done some great things
on the field. He’s one of the best
baseball players in the game and
probably will be when it’s all said
and done,” Nixon said. “But when
people ask me about the Yankees,
I tell them about Jeter and Bernie
Williams and Posada. I don’t tell
them about Rodriguez.”

Rodriguez’s spokesman, Steve
Fortunato, said he couldn’t reach
A-Rod for comment.

As for Griffey, the Reds will
have a better idea of his strength
and flexibility after he has a physi-
cal Wednesday. The 35-year-old
center fielder tore the hamstring
from the bone while making a slid-
ing play in the outfield last Au-
gust. Doctors reattached his ham-
string using three screws.

Across the state, Martinez
showed up at camp last week —
10 days early — and was back at
the Mets’ complex Tuesday, play-
ing long toss on a minor league
field before spending hours in the
weight room.

“What really caught my atten-
tion the most is how hard they
work — so early,” Martinez said.
“I know I’m going to get a full
workout here. No nursing here.”

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Council
members voted Tuesday to ap-
peal a judge’s refusal to grant a
preliminary injunction to the city
in its attempt to block the Angels
from adding Los Angeles to their
name.

The team, formerly the Ana-
heim Angels, is now called the
Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim.

“We recognize that most pretri-
al appeals are not successful, but
... this decision merits further re-
view and the city must pursue
every available legal means to ob-
tain the benefits that were prom-
ised the people of Anaheim under

the contract in 1996,” Mayor Curt
Pringle said in a statement.

Superior Court Judge Peter
Polos last month also denied a re-
quest for a temporary restraining
order after the city sued the An-
gels, claiming the name switch
would violate the team’s lease of
the stadium. The judge, however,
said that the contract requires
only that Anaheim be included in
the name.

“We regret that Arte Moreno
and the Anaheim Angels’ manage-

ment have forced us to pursue
this lawsuit and continue to im-
plore him to reconsider this mis-
guided marketing effort,” Pringle
said.

A phone call to Angels spokes-
man Tim Mead seeking comment
was not immediately returned.

The team has maintained that
the new name would attract more
fans, advertisers and broadcast
contracts by emphasizing its con-
nection to the nation’s sec-
ond-largest media market.

Mariners pitching prospect
Blackley out for season

SEATTLE — Seattle Mariners
pitching prospect Travis Blackley

will miss the entire season after
having surgery last week to re-
pair two tears in the labrum of his
throwing shoulder.

Blackley was 1-3 with a 10.04
ERA last season before he was
sent down to Triple-A Tacoma.
The left-hander finished the sea-
son on the disabled list.

Doctors wanted Blackley to
rest and rehabilitate the shoulder
over the winter but his pain never
went away. During an exam last
week, renowned shoulder special-
ist Dr. Lewis Yocum determined
surgery was needed.

The 22-year-old Blackley was
17-3 in 2003 at Double-A San An-
tonio, and 8-6 with a 3.83 ERA
last season for Tacoma.

Red Sox add reliever, infielder

FORT MYERS, Fla. — The Bos-
ton Red Sox signed right-handed
reliever Denney Tomori, a
14-year veteran of baseball in
Japan, and acquired infielder Ale-
jandro Machado from the Wash-
ington Nationals on Tuesday.

Tomori, 37, agreed to a
one-year minor-league contract
with an invitation to the
major-league team’s spring train-
ing camp. In 360 games with
three Japanese teams, he is 18-28
with 30 saves and a 3.96 ERA.

Machado, a 22-year-old switch
hitter, was acquired for a player
to be named or cash consider-
ations.

Anaheim appeals injunction denial in Angels name change

Questions about steroids hover as first camps open

AP

Author and former major leaguer Jose Canseco talks with radio hosts Rob Dibble and Kevin Kennedy about

his book “Juiced: Wild Times, Rampant ’Roids, Smash Hits & How Baseball Got Big” on Tuesday during the

debut of XM Satellite Radio’s MLB Home Plate channel in Los Angeles.

Spring
training
roundup
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BY MIKE FITZPATRICK

The Associated Press

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Sit-
ting atop a temporary locker in a
minor league clubhouse was
Pedro Martinez’s bag.

A Boston Red Sox bag.
“Just needed to bring my

stuff,” a smiling Martinez ex-
plained Tuesday. “I have my
Mets bag.”

He has a plan, too: to be in peak
condition for his first season in
New York.

That means the entire season,
30-plus starts, from frigid April
through the hot summer and per-
haps into the playoffs.

So the three-time Cy Young
Award winner plunged into a rig-
orous workout regimen long be-
fore spring training, which offi-
cially begins Friday with the first
scheduled practice for pitchers,
catchers and players coming off
injuries.

He showed up at camp last
week — 10 days early — and was
back at the Mets’ complex Tues-
day, playing long toss on a minor
league field before spending
hours in the weight room.

Already he’s thrilled with New
York’s strength and conditioning
program.

“What really caught my atten-
tion the most is how hard they
work — so early,” Martinez said.
“I know I’m going to get a full
workout here. No nursing here.”

With a slight build at 5-foot-11,
170 pounds, the 33-year-old Mar-
tinez says his routine consists of
little heavy lifting but lots of reps,
designed to build arm strength
and endurance.

He likes to throw every day
and have three side sessions off a
mound per week.

And this winter, he took only 21

days off after the season — usual-
ly he gives himself a month be-
fore getting back to work.

No doubt about it, Martinez is
determined to make a good im-
pression with the Mets after leav-
ing Boston for a $53 million,
four-year contract. He’s not going
over National League scouting re-
ports just yet, but is trying to de-
velop a rapport with pitching
coach Rick Peterson.

“I’m already settled,” Martinez
said. “It doesn’t take much. It just
takes a few practices.”

Blessed with a baffling assort-
ment of pitches — pinpoint fast-
ball, knee-buckling curve and de-
ceptive changeup — Martinez
knows even the most talented
pitchers must work harder as
they age if they expect to keep
winning.

He also knows he’s going to
command all kinds of attention in
the Big Apple, even during the
normally quiet days before
spring training opens.

“I’m never used to fame. I’m
never used to being an icon. But
I’m here to deal with it,” Martin-
ez said. “I’m here to be watched,
to be honest. It’s part of the pack-
age and I understand.”

For that, the Mets can surely
forgive a Red Sox bag or two.

BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

FORT MYERS, Fla. — The
championship banners have ar-
rived, the pitcher who won all
three clinching games in the post-
season finally left and the Boston
Red Sox face a season that will be
far different than any since 1919.

For the first time in 86 years,
the Red Sox begin spring training
as World Series winners — a sta-
tus proclaimed by the banners
hanging from lampposts outside
of City of Palms Park. And they’ll
do it without Derek Lowe.

The Red Sox allowed the Fort
Myers resident to train at the sta-
dium. He threw his last pitches
there Tuesday and planned to
drive Wednesday to Vero Beach,
home of the Los Angeles Dodgers
— who signed him as a free agent.

He’ll be just a spectator when
the Red Sox open their season
April 3 against the Yankees in
New York.

“I’m going to be sitting in San
Francisco watching them play on
TV,” Lowe said. “Now I’m a fan
watching these guys play. Now
you’ve got to watch [Curt] Schill-
ing and [Randy] Johnson, open-
ing night, Yankees-Red Sox, and
not be part of it ...”

It won’t be the same, just like
the rest of the new season.

Pedro Martinez left for the
New York Mets and David Wells,
Matt Clement and Wade Miller ar-
rived to fill out the revamped rota-
tion.

Edgar Renteria, who grounded
into the last out of Boston’s
four-game World Series sweep
against St. Louis, is the Red Sox
new shortstop.

Right fielder Trot Nixon hopes
the Red Sox’s desire will be the
same even after they won their
championship with the greatest
postseason comeback in baseball
history.

“I’d be real disappointed if
guys came in thinking” they
could slack off, Nixon said. “Once
January came around you, should
realize that, hey, this is my profes-
sion. This is what I love to do. I
don’t want to play and then retire
after winning a championship.”

Even Lowe, who was disap-
pointed with the way his seven
full seasons with the Red Sox
ended without a solid offer from
the club, wished them well.

“You root for the guys,” he
said. “You hope they stay healthy.
You hope they have a good year.
You hope they get to the World Se-
ries. There’s no bitterness toward
the players because these guys
are great guys.

“It wasn’t their decision why
[I’m] not here, so why wish bad
things upon them?”

Manager Terry Francona said
Tuesday “I was really proud of
him” in the postseason and Lowe
thanked the Red Sox for letting
him work out in their stadium.

Their pitchers and catchers are
due to report Thursday. The en-
tire team is due in Monday, with
the first full-squad workout next
Tuesday.

Lowe figured his days were
numbered back in July when the
Red Sox shopped him around be-
fore the trading deadline. When
he was left out of the playoff rota-
tion, he had more incentive to fin-
ish his Boston career on a high
note.

“In any profession, when some-
body tells you can’t do something,
it motivates you to go out there
and prove that you can,” Lowe
said.

That’s something he shares
with his former teammates.

The Red Sox won the World Se-
ries, but baseball magazines have
picked them to finish second in
the AL East behind the Yankees
for the eighth straight season. On
paper, their rotation seems weak-
er than New York’s.

Nixon was the only returning
player from last year’s champion-
ship team at the ballpark on Tues-
day. Pitchers Miller and Matt
Mantei, both acquired in the off-
season, also have been working
out. Miller is coming back from
an injury-plagued season.

The heightened emphasis on
steroids is another addition to
spring training. Nixon is Boston’s
player representative and said
the attention won’t last long on
Jose Canseco’s book released this
week in which he alleges steroid
use by certain players.

“I don’t care about Jose’s
book,” he said. “It’s another black
eye for baseball a little bit, but I
think it’s just a black eye before
spring training and the minute
the boys start showing up for
camp, it’s going to be long gone
and not talked about anymore.”

Instead, Boston’s focus will be
on trying to win consecutive
championships.

“I’m a greedy person. I want as
many as I possibly can get,”
Nixon said. “I want to be one of
those guys also that has an oppor-
tunity to take a picture and have
four or five rings on my finger
with this team.”

AP

Pitcher Derek Lowe, who won all three playoff clinchers in the Boston Red Sox’s run to the World Series title
last season, signed with the Los Angeles Dodgers as a free agent during the offseason.

Changing Sox
Series champs have new look for spring

Mets’ Martinez hopes
workouts will pay off

AP

Pedro Martinez shortened his

offseason break this year.
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BY JACOB JORDAN

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Tarence Kinsey had such a
good time during South Carolina’s 73-61 upset of No.
3 Kentucky on Tuesday night he wanted a do-over.

“I wish we could play it again. I had fun tonight,”
said Kinsey, who scored 17 points.

Carlos Powell added 12 in the second half to lead
the Gamecocks to the rare victory over the Wildcats.

“It’s the biggest win in my career,” said Powell, a
senior who is hoping to lead the Gamecocks to their
second straight NCAA tournament.

It was the first home win for the Gamecocks (14-8,
6-5 Southeastern Conference) over the Wildcats
(19-3, 10-1) since 1997, and it was just South Caroli-
na’s sixth victory in 41 meetings against Kentucky,
which never looked in synch.

Fans poured onto the court after the victory, argu-
ably South Carolina’s best in coach Dave Odom’s ten-
ure, and Kinsey stood on press row, slapping
high-fives with celebrating students.

He was later apologetic, saying he couldn’t find
his way to the locker room — but it was obvious he
was overcome with excitement.

“They were going to run over me,” he said with a
smile.

The Wildcats, who had won 19 straight games
against SEC opponents, had a season-high 21 turn-
overs, and Chuck Hayes was held to just one point.
Kelenna Azubuike led Kentucky with 16 points —
five in the second half.

“You’ve got to make some shots. We had open
threes,” Kentucky coach Tubby Smith said.

The Wildcats shot just 26.1 percent (6-for-23)
from behind the arc. They also struggled from the
free-throw line, making 65.5 percent.

“It’s frustrating,” Azubuike said. “We can’t get
down on ourselves.”

The near capacity crowd finally had something to
cheer about after the Gamecocks’ disappointing
74-71 home loss to Auburn on Saturday. South Caro-
lina added a high-profile win as it attempts to build
its NCAA tournament résumé. The Gamecocks
were 0-4 against ranked opponents coming into
Tuesday’s matchup, but they still have a game
against No. 18 Alabama on Saturday.

“I don’t really know how that works,” Tisby said
of making the tournament. But “we just got tired of
losing close games.”

The Gamecocks lost games to Kansas and Pitts-
burgh earlier this season, both by four points.

South Carolina built a 58-45 lead with 4:16 left
after an 8-0 run and the Wildcats never seriously
threatened again. The run featured a three-point
play and dunk from Powell, the Gamecocks’ leading
scorer who had been held to just two points in the
first half.

But South Carolina pounded the ball inside to Pow-
ell, and Kentucky had no answer. Powell also credit-
ed the Gamecocks’ mix of defenses.

The Gamecocks built a 12-point lead on some key
long-range shooting by Kinsey, who was averaging
9.5 points a game. His fourth three of the game
brought the crowd to its feet midway through the
second half. Kinsey finished with five threes, a ca-
reer-high.

On the next trip down, he missed a three, but Anto-
ine Tisby followed with a dunk to cap a 13-2 run
with 13:28 left in the first half.

It was Tisby’s best game of the season. He had
played just 8 minutes in the past five games, and

didn’t even make the trip to South Carolina’s Jan. 29
game at Florida.

Odom told him Sunday it was time for him to get
into the rotation, and he provided an energetic spark
and 13 points off the bench.

“I don’t know how many more chances you’re
going to get, but I’m going to give you one Tuesday
night,” Odom recalled telling the junior.

Kentucky couldn’t make any key shots to get a run
going in the second half, and could have been hung
over from a sluggish nine-point win against Georgia
over the weekend, after which Smith told his team
he was ashamed of them.

“Coach Odom had his team ready to play. They
pretty much outworked us in most areas and really
controlled the tempo of the game,” Smith said.
“They just seemed like they wanted it more than we
did.”

Kentucky cut the lead to six with 10 minutes to go,
but Rocky Trice’s layup with 8:15 to go gave the
Gamecocks a 48-38 lead.

Kentucky had 11 turnovers in the first half, which
is just shy of the Wildcats’ 12.9 average per game.
They shot just 40 percent (8-for-20) from the field.

Smith tried to find a spark by benching his start-
ers, which he did against Georgia last Saturday, but
he didn’t get the boost the Wildcats needed. Azu-
buike had 11 points in the first half, but Hayes was
held to just a free throw.

The Gamecocks weren’t much better, even
though they led 25-23 at halftime. South Carolina
shot 36.7 percent (11-for-30) from the field, includ-
ing 2-for-10 on three-pointers.

The Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Wake
Forest’s potent offense misfired
Tuesday night, so the Demon Dea-
cons relied on defense for a
change.

By holding Miami to 33 percent
shooting in the second half, No. 5
Wake Forest won 68-63 to retain
its lead in the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference.

“We’re used to running, scor-
ing in the 80s and the 90s,” guard
Chris Paul said. “Tonight we did
just enough to win. I think it real-
ly shows how far along our team
is.”

The Demon Deacons enjoyed
their biggest lead at 61-53 with
4½ minutes left. Miami rallied
and had one shot to tie, but Antho-
ny Harris’ 22-footer fell short
with 5 seconds to go.

Wake Forest (22-3, 10-2)
earned its sixth straight win, a
streak that includes two victories
over Miami (15-8, 6-6).

The Demon Deacons reached
10 conference victories for only
the second time in the past eight
seasons. The latest win came
even though Wake Forest had its
lowest point total since Decem-
ber, 18 points shy of its average of
86 per game.

“Usually we can score,” coach
Skip Prosser said. “Tonight when
we didn’t, our defense carried the
day. It’s nice to talk about a game
we won because of how we guard-
ed.”

The Hurricanes shot 47 per-
cent in the first half but finished
at 39, shooting 12-for-36 in the sec-
ond half. They finished 3-for-18
from three-point range after mak-
ing 13 three-pointers in a loss at
Wake Forest last month.

“We knew they were really
good three-point shooters,”
Demon Deacons center Eric Will-
iams said. “We tried to take the
three away from them. We just de-
cided that if they wanted to drive,
drive, because we weren’t going
to give away any threes.”

Williams and Paul each scored
13 points for the Demon Deacons,
and Justin Gray added 11.

“They didn’t have a great night
shooting the ball, but found a way
to win,” Miami coach Frank
Haith said. “That shows they’re a
top-notch team. They’re experi-
enced, and they come at you in
waves — they’re a deep ballclub.”

Guillermo Diaz led the Hurri-
canes with 20 points. Harris
added 14 but was limited to 23
minutes because of cramps. Rob-
ert Hite totaled six, 12 below his
average.

Taron Downey hit a three-point-
er to put Wake Forest ahead to
stay, 47-44 midway through the

second half. Gray’s three-pointer
made it 59-53, and Trent Strick-
land then scored to put the
Demon Deacons up by eight
points for the first time.

Hite intercepted a pass and
made the ensuing layup to cut the
margin to 63-59, and Diaz hit two
free throws to make it 63-61 with
1:32 to go.

Paul sliced through the lane for
a layup, and Diaz scored again for
Miami to make it 65-63 with 20
seconds to go. Strickland made
one of two free throws, but Harris
missed over Jamaal Levy from be-
yond the top of the key.

“I saw that it was going straight
to the goal, and I thought it might
go in,” Levy said. “But it came up
short.”

Gray sank two free throws with
3 seconds remaining to clinch the
victory.

“We’re playing right now like
we have a lot to lose,” Williams
said. “We didn’t come out
squeaky clean, but we found a
way to win. I think that’s our men-
tality right now: We’re fighting
for something, and we’re just
going to keep fighting.”

No. 18 Connecticut 94, Provi-
dence 89 (2OT): Charlie Villan-
ueva had 22 points and 10 re-
bounds to lead the visiting Hus-
kies (16-6, 8-3 Big East), who
scored the first seven points of
the second overtime. Marcus Will-
iams had 15 points and 13 assists
and Josh Boone had 11 points and
10 rebounds for UConn, which
was coming off a loss to then-No.
2 North Carolina.

The Huskies were again with-
out leading scorer Rashad Ander-
son, who’s hospitalized as he re-
covers from an infection in his
leg.

Ryan Gomes, a first-team
All-America last season as a jun-
ior, scored a career-high 37
points — including all of the Fri-
ars’ 11 in the second overtime —
to go over the 2,000-point mile-
stone in his career. Providence
(11-14, 1-10) was coming off its
only conference win of the sea-
son.

No. 25 Villanova 89, Bucknell
51: Allan Ray scored 23 points to
lead the Wildcats (15-6) to their
biggest win of the season just
three days after they were hand-
ed their worst loss by No. 9 Syra-
cuse.

Chris McNaughton had 17
points for the visiting Bisons
(17-8), who beat then-No. 10 Pitts-
burgh and Saint Joseph’s this sea-
son.

S. Carolina celebrates
rare win over Kentucky

AP

South Carolina’s Tarence Kinsey celebrates after
hitting a three-pointer during the second half against
Kentucky. Kinsey had 17 points in the upset.

Wake gets defensive
in victory over Miami
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BY JOHN LEICESTER

The Associated Press

PARIS — Lance Armstrong
will be back in the saddle in this
year’s Tour de France, chasing
title No. 7.

The Tour’s only six-time win-
ner finally put an end to questions
about his plans for 2005, announc-
ing Wednesday on his Discovery
Channel team’s Web site that
he’ll try to extend his record
streak of victories in cycling’s
most prestigious event.

“I am grateful for the opportuni-
ty that Discovery Communica-
tions has given the team and look
forward to achieving my goal of a
seventh Tour de France,” Arm-
strong said, according to the
team’s site.

Until Wednesday, the Texan
had left open the possibility that
he wouldn’t compete in this
year’s Tour. As recently as last
month, Armstrong said: “I’ll defi-
nitely be in France this summer.
It just might not be on the bike.”

He has said he’s ready to pur-
sue other challenges in racing
and wants to try to win other big
races. Still, he has dedicated most
of his cycling life to the Tour, leav-
ing little room for such Classic

races as the Spanish Vuelta, the
Paris-Roubaix or Fleche Wallone,
which he won in 1996 shortly be-
fore being diagnosed with testicu-
lar cancer.

His sixth Tour crown last year
elevated Armstrong above four
five-time champions: Jacques An-
quetil, Eddy Merckx, Bernard
Hinault and Miguel Indurain.

The team Web site said Arm-
strong will start his 2005 season
with the Paris-Nice stage race in
March. He will then compete in
the Tour of Flanders on April 3,
before returning to the United
States to defend his title in the
Tour de Georgia later that month.

Armstrong told the Web site
that he and Johan Bruyneel, his
friend and team manager, “will
evaluate my fitness later this
spring and possibly add some
races to the calendar.”

“I am excited to get back on the
bike and start racing,” Armstrong
said, “although my condition is
far from perfect.”

Other racers probably won’t
give much weight to that last bit.

After all, while the Texan will
be nearly 34 when the Tour be-
gins July 2 — too old, some might
think, to win the three-week cy-
cling marathon yet again — there

were plenty of doubters last year,
too. And yet Armstrong managed
to defeat younger competitors
with arguably his most dominant
Tour de France performance
ever.

“It’s good that he is there. The
best should be at the Tour,” said
Jan Ullrich, the 1997 Tour cham-
pion and five-time runner-up who
is one of Armstrong’s biggest ri-
vals.

Andreas Kloden, last year’s run-
ner-up, said: “I always said he
would ride. I am glad he’s there.”

Only time will tell whether
Armstrong can get as fired up
about winning a seventh Tour as
he did to clinch record No. 6. But
he already has said that if he did
come back, he would aim for noth-
ing but victory. He says he loves
the classic race too much to treat
it with anything less than the re-
spect it deserves.

And Armstrong showed last
year that in the saddle, he can
shut out all manner of distrac-
tions — from a court battle over a
book that implied he used drugs
to all the attention focused on his
girlfriend, singer Sheryl Crow —
to focus on winning.

This year’s Tour de France
route passes through Germany

and features 21 stages over 2,222
miles from July 2-24.

The mountaintop finishes are
less intense and the time trials
shorter this year. Both are disci-
plines in which Armstrong ex-
celled in the past, so the changes
might mean he will have fewer op-
portunities to take huge chunks of
time from his rivals.

But some initially thought that

the 2004 route also might trip up
the champion. Instead, it was to
his liking.

Armstrong’s winning margin
over Kloden — 6 minutes, 19 sec-
onds — was not his biggest. But
his five solo stage wins and a
team time trial victory with his
squad made it arguably Arm-
strong’s best Tour.

Can seven wins top that?

The Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — The Buffalo
Bills on Wednesday said they will release
Drew Bledsoe, cutting loose a quarterback un-
willing to give up his starting job despite sag-
ging numbers.

The Bills will waive the 12-year veteran on
Feb. 22, the first day NFL teams are allowed
to officially release players, head coach Mike
Mularkey said.

“Our starting quarterback next year will be
J.P. Losman,” Mularkey said. “We had a good
year last year. It was not a super year. You’re
constantly trying to grow. With that comes
change. It was a tough decision just out of re-
spect for Drew and J.P.”

Reached on his cell phone in Oregon on
Wednesday morning, Bledsoe said he would
make a statement during a conference call
later in the day.

The Bills will hand the offense to quarter-
back Losman, Buffalo’s second of two

first-round draft picks last
year. Selected 22nd overall
out of Tulane, Losman made
four mop-up appearances
after missing the first half of
last season with a broken leg.

Bledsoe, acquired in a trade with New En-
gland after the 2001 season, maintained he
could hold onto the No. 1 job despite declining
stats and a 23-25 record in 48 consecutive
starts — the third-best streak in team history.

Bledsoe reportedly informed the team he’d
rather be released than become a backup.

Bengals put franchise tag on RB Johnson

CINCINNATI — The Bengals used their
franchise tag Tuesday on running back Rudi
Johnson, who set a Cincinnati rushing record
last season.

By using the tag on Johnson, the Bengals
can keep him for $6.3 million next season.

Johnson’s agent, Peter Schaffer, didn’t re-
turn a phone message seeking comment. Dur-

ing negotiations, Schaffer indicated that
Johnson might sit out the season rather than
play under the franchise tag.

Saints to make Howard franchise player

NEW ORLEANS — The New Orleans
Saints are expected to designate defensive
end Darren Howard as their franchise player
for the second straight season.

The move would require the Saints to pay
Howard a $7.8 million base salary in 2005 — a
20 percent increase from 2004. The club has
until Feb. 22 to make an official designation.

Under terms of the franchise designation,
Howard may negotiate with other teams, but
the Saints can match any offer he receives.

Arbiter’s ruling upheld in Williams case

MIAMI — An arbitration ruling that or-
dered Ricky Williams to repay the Miami Dol-
phins $8.6 million was upheld Tuesday by a
federal judge, who rejected arguments that
the award disregarded Florida law.

Six-time champ commits
to race in Tour de France

AP

Lance Armstrong, who has won more titles in the Tour de France than

anyone, was uncertain for several months about entering this year’s race.

Bills will cut Bledsoe, start Losman

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Full text of the
statement by NHL Commissioner
Gary Bettman announcing the can-
cellation of the 2004-05 season:
“Every professional sports league owes
its very existence to its fans. Everyone as-
sociated with the National Hockey League
owes our fans an apology for being unable
to accomplish what is necessary for our
game and our fans. We are truly sorry.

“Five months ago, I stated that the Na-
tional Hockey League could not function
without an economic system that will
bring our league into the 21st century. I
said that our 30 clubs were united in their
dedication to an economic system under
which the teams and players, sharing com-
mon objectives and a commitment to our
fans’ satisfaction, would work together as
partners.

“The time since then has been devoted
to the pursuit of that goal. Today, I can tell
you that our determination remains every
bit as strong as it was in September to se-
cure the partnership required to protect
and ensure the future of the league . . . for
the benefit of the clubs, the players, and
our devoted fans.

“When I stood before you in September, I
said NHL teams would not play again until
our economic problems had been solved.
As I stand before you today, it is my sad
duty to announce that because that solu-
tion has not yet been attained, it no longer
is practical to conduct even an abbreviat-
ed season. Accordingly, I have no choice
but to announce the formal cancellation of
play for 2004-05.

“We profoundly regret the suffering this
has caused our fans, our business partners
and the thousands of people who depend
on our industry for their livelihoods. We
will continue to explore and pursue all
available options in order to achieve a suc-

cessful resolution to this dispute and to
get the best game in the world back where
it belongs — on the ice, in front of the best
fans in the world.
“As I also said in September, what we
must do now is not about the present or
the short-term needs of this season. Rath-
er, it is about the future of our league and
30 teams.
“The National Hockey League was
formed in 1917, and it has played a season
through to a championship in every year
but 1919.
“Through the decades and the genera-
tions we have faced a variety of crises and
challenges — some of which seemed cata-
strophic at the time. The league perse-
vered through all those adversities and the
league will persevere through this one, as
well — to emerge with a framework for the
future, one that is fair to everyone —
where our players are fairly paid, receiving
what we can afford — no more, no less.
“This is a sad, regrettable day that all of
us wish could have been avoided.”

Bettman: ‘This is a sad, regrettable day’
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The Associated Press

CHICAGO — April Heinrichs
is resigning as the United States
women’s soccer coach, six
months after leading the team to
an Olympic gold medal.

The U.S. Soccer Federation
said Tuesday that Heinrichs will
remain as a consultant until the
end of this year.

No replacement was immedi-
ately chosen. Assistant coaches
Greg Ryan and Phil Wheddon
will direct the team in the inter-
im.

“There were a number of goals
when I first stepped into this posi-
tion five years ago,” Heinrichs
said in a statement released by
the federation. “No one is a nation-
al team coach forever and for me
personally, this is the right time
to step away.”

Heinrichs had a record of
87-17-20 capped by the gold
medal last summer in the Athens
Olympics. Her 124 games
coached is a record.

She also was the head coach for
the USA’s third-place finish in
the 2003 Women’s World Cup and
its second-place finish in the 2000
Olympics.

Heinrichs said the timing was
right for a change.

“For the program moving for-
ward, there is enough time for a
new coach to prepare for the next
Women’s World Cup and Olym-
pics,” she said.

The new coach is expected to
build the program around young-
er players. Many of the stars of
the team that won the World Cup
in 1999, led by Mia Hamm, have
either retired from international
play or are close to retirement.

Neuheisel disputes claim that
he was warned about lying

KENT, Wash. — Rick Neu-
heisel firmly disputed trial testi-
mony by his University of Wash-
ington boss, who told jurors two
weeks ago the football coach was
warned in early 2003 that his lies
couldn’t be tolerated.

Neuheisel also insisted Tues-
day, during his third full day on
the stand in his King County Supe-
rior Court lawsuit against Wash-
ington and the NCAA, that
then-athletic director Barbara
Hedges knew he had spoken with
the San Francisco 49ers in Febru-
ary 2003 about the team’s head
coaching job.

“In my mind, she knew,” Neu-
heisel said.

He explained that he indicated
“in code” to Hedges that he had
interviewed for the job by saying,
one day after the interview: “Bar-
bara, all you need to know is that
I was in San Francisco playing
golf.”

Neuheisel contends Washing-
ton administrators wrongfully
fired him in June 2003 under pres-
sure from the NCAA.

He spent the entire day Tues-
day under cross-examination by
university lawyer Lou Peterson.

Jurors also listened to two
radio show interviews, one from
Feb. 10, 2003, in which Neuheisel
denied interviewing for the 49ers’
job, and another from Feb. 13, in
which he admitted he had lied
and apologized.

School officials maintain Neu-
heisel was told after the 49ers’ in-
cident that more lies wouldn’t be
tolerated. They said he was fired
for gambling on NCAA basketball
and for initially lying about the
gambling when questioned by
NCAA investigators. He told the
truth to the investigators later the
same day.

Neuheisel is asking jurors to de-
cide who they’re going to believe.
As the trial’s first witness, Hedg-
es said Neuheisel was clearly ad-
vised he was facing a serious
issue after the 49ers’ episode and
she couldn’t tolerate additional
lies.

Yet during his turn on the
stand, Neuheisel insisted other-
wise.

“I had not lied to Barbara. She
knew” about the 49ers’ interview,
he said.

Neuheisel also flatly rejected
Peterson’s suggestion that he was
advised in mid-February 2003 by

then-university president Lee
Huntsman that administrators
would hold him to a high ethical
standard.

“He didn’t call me. ... I think I
would have remembered a phone
call with someone of Lee Hunts-
man’s stature,” Neuheisel testi-
fied. “I’m very comfortable tell-
ing you it did not happen.”

The coach also disputed Hedg-
es’ testimony that he was told a
written warning about his lies
would be placed in his personnel
file. Such a memo, Hedges testi-
fied, wouldn’t have to be made
public and would help Neuheisel
avoid more embarrassment.

“Barbara Hedges never told
me about a letter of reprimand.
Not one time. Ever,” Neuheisel
said.

Hedges retired in January
2004.

Sorenstam files for divorce

Annika Sorenstam, the No. 1
player in women’s golf and one of
the most famous female athletes
in the world, has filed for divorce
from David Esch, her husband of
eight years.

“I want to confirm that I have
filed for divorce,” Sorenstam said
in a statement released to The As-
sociated Press on Tuesday.

“We are working toward an am-
icable resolution and we appreci-
ate the media’s respect for our pri-
vacy. I wish David nothing but
the best for the future.”

Golfweek magazine reported
the divorce was filed Feb. 4 in Cir-
cuit Court of Orange County, not
far from where Sorenstam and
Esch live in the gated community
of Lake Nona. The suit has been
sealed, and no other details were
available.

Sorenstam had hinted at early
retirement in recent years, say-
ing she might want to start a fami-
ly.

But rumors that the marriage
was rocky began last year when
Esch, highly visible throughout
Sorenstam’s career, stopped trav-
eling as frequently. Esch began to
work in real estate near their sum-
mer home in Incline Village, Nev.
They have been separated the
last two months.

He was last seen at the Sam-
sung World Championship in
Palm Desert, Calif., in October,
when Sorenstam shot 67 in the
final round to win.

Four-time Olympic swimming
champion Popov retiring

MOSCOW — Four-time Olym-
pic champion Alexander Popov is
retiring.

The 33-year-old Popov reached
the decision last month while at a
short-course World Cup meet in
Moscow, the ITAR-Tass news
agency reported Wednesday.

He won the 50 and 100 meters
at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics
and 1996 Atlanta Olympics, the
first repeat 100 champion since
Johnny Weissmuller in 1924-28.

Heinrichs resigns as coach of U.S. women’s soccer
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BY MARK HEISLER

Los Angeles Times

ORLANDO, Fla. — Childhood,
it was nice while it lasted.

Dwight Howard was 18 years
old, 6-foot-8¼ and still growing,
240 pounds and already living in
the weight room, when the Orlan-
do Magic made him the first pick
in last spring’s NBA Draft and he
dazzled everyone at his first news
conference.

“Please, Dwight, don’t lose that
winning smile,” went a headline
in an Orlando newspaper the next
day.

And he didn’t, for the first five
weeks of his rookie season, any-
way.

On Dec. 8,
Howard’s 19th
birthday, he was
averaging a dou-
ble-double, 10.9
points, 10.4 re-
bounds. That was
a higher scoring
average than
Kevin Garnett
had his rookie
year and the high-
est rookie re-
bound average
ever.

The next night,
after getting
three shots and
missing them all
in a loss to the
Miami Heat,
Howard said he
was “kind of
upset” he wasn’t
getting the ball.

“We talked to
him,” Orlando
General Manager
John Weisbrod
said. “I sort of
like that, actual-
ly, because it was him being hun-
gry to get to the next level and be
better as a player immediately.

“You know, he came in in the
beginning of the season and was
very happy to be here and I’ll re-
bound and block shots. And as he
got more and more comfortable,
he started sort of feeling his oats a
little bit. . . .

“I take the fact that he was hun-
gry to get the ball and sort of
stand up to his teammates about
being involved in the offense and
not just cleaning up the garbage
on the offensive glass as a good in-
dicator of his hunger to make the
next step.”

A lot has changed in the nine
years since Garnett jumped from
high school to the pros and start-
ed a movement.

Then it was considered daring.
A year later when Kobe Bryant
became the first perimeter player
to try, it was considered foolhar-
dy. Now it’s a way of life, with a
record eight high school players
going in the last draft’s first
round — five in the lottery.

Howard was a good student
whose parents both worked at the
Atlanta high school he attended,
but now even elite players with
his background don’t consider col-
lege.

Only three colleges bothered to
recruit Howard in his senior
year.

North Carolina’s Roy Williams

was the only one from outside
Georgia, showing Howard a brief-
case containing 26 NCAA and con-
ference title rings won by players
he coached. The two he didn’t
have on him, he explained, were
Michael Jordan’s.

Not that that made it more diffi-
cult for Howard.

“I’ve been wanting to go to the
NBA out of high school since I
was young, 2 years old,” he said.

Meanwhile, NBA general man-
agers, who used to wince at the
thought of scouting high school
games, see most of their peers at
some now.

In 1996, Indiana President Don-
nie Walsh was publicly skeptical
of Bryant’s ability to make the

jump.
In 1998, Walsh

drafted Al Har-
rington out of
Elizabeth (N.J.)
St. Patrick’s
High. And in
1999, he traded
Antonio Davis,
one of his main-
stays, for
Jonathan Bender
of Picayune
(Miss.) Memorial
High.

“That’s where
the league is,”
Walsh said, “and
there’s a good
side and a down-
side to that.

“The young
players are not at
the level of
Michael Jordan,
Magic Johnson,
Larry Bird right
now. Tal-
ent-wise, they
are. And to be
honest, I think

there’s probably 25 of them in the
league that are at that talent level.
The future of the league is just
awesome but it’s going to take
time for these kids to have their
day. . . .

“I think you just have to under-
stand, these kids aren’t aware of
the profession yet so there’s going
to be mistakes, and I wouldn’t get
all twisted up about it.”

Despite the controversial na-
ture of the issue, it doesn’t hap-
pen just in basketball, but across
the board.

Only the NFL bars high school
players. Since the origin of its
draft in the 1960s, baseball has
drafted players out of high school,
as has the NHL. Freddy Adu
joined Major League Soccer at 14.
The new sensation in tennis is
15-year-old Donald Young, whom
Nike just signed to an endorse-
ment contract.

From the NBA’s perspective,
it’s no longer a question of wheth-
er it’s good or bad. Everyone has
to learn to deal with it.

Aside from the McDonald’s
Classic replacing the NCAA tour-
nament as the marquee event on
the pre-draft circuit, it means
some teams will get great steals,
such as the Los Angeles Lakers
trading for the No. 13 pick that be-
came Bryant.

There will also be great disap-
pointments, such as Kwame
Brown, the top pick in 2001, who

is still a Wizards reserve.
And there will be great an-

guish, such as what the Bulls ex-
perienced with Tyson Chandler
and Eddy Curry, the Nos. 2 and 4
picks in 2001, who took so long to
develop. The team was listening
to offers for Curry until both
young players suddenly began
putting it together this season.

For the Magic, faced with a
choice between University of Con-
necticut junior Emeka Okafor
and Howard, it was a classic di-
lemma.

Weisbrod had the advantage of
a hockey background (he played
for the New York Rangers and
worked for the New Jersey Devils
before moving into arena adminis-
tration and crossing over to the
basketball side), and had dealt
with high school prospects.

However, he also had a team at
a low ebb.

On one hand, he could take
Okafor to get immediate help and
cheer up the local franchise play-
er, Tracy McGrady, who was no-
ticeably unhappy and a year from
free agency.

On the other hand, after
McGrady expressed disinterest,
they could go another way: Trade
McGrady and make the choice on
its own merits.

“It wasn’t a difficult perception
of who we thought would be the
better player three or four years
down the road,” Weisbrod said.
“We just thought the upside in
Dwight was so tremendous.

“What made it difficult was
that obviously we were making
this selection at a time when our
team was awful, when we were
coming off a 21-win season and
being the worst team in the NBA.
If ever there’s a situation that
screams for a need for immediate
help, that was it. . . .

“We stepped back and decided
to reach our ultimate goal, which
is obviously winning a champion-
ship, we were going to need a lot
of other pieces and the difference
between the two players’ readi-
ness in their first year was not a
smart reason to go for the short-
er-term fix.”

With Okafor averaging 15
points and 11 rebounds in Char-
lotte, the decision is still debated
in Orlando, but that’s what the
new era is all about.

Waiting and seeing

Howard is as straight as arrows
come, a born-again Christian who
attended Southwest Atlanta Chris-
tian Academy, where they didn’t
call the dance at the end of the

year a “prom” because that sound-
ed too secular.

He’s hard-working, poised,
soft-spoken and nice as can be —
so nice that he gave Weisbrod
pause.

“Probably the one thing that
stands out when you talk to him is
he’s such a nice kid and he’s such
a good kid, you wonder about him
having the killer instinct and the
real competitive desire to take
guys on,” Weisbrod said.

“But he’s really done a good job
in dealing with that, not that in his
mind it was anything he had to
deal with. Even though he’s not a
sort of loud, aggressive-type per-
son, he takes a lot of pride in his
performance, sort of like a Tim
Duncan in terms of his tempera-
ment.

“He’s a quiet kid and very pro-
fessional and doesn’t come off as
necessarily the type of guy that
wants to cut your heart out, but
he does.”

It was a good sign when
Howard came back from summer
ball, in which he had done well,
said he had been pushed around
too much and threw himself into
weightlifting.

Since the draft, the team says
he has grown nearly an inch, to
6-9, and is up to 262 pounds.

It was an extremely good sign
when he waded in and began re-
bounding like a grown man in
camp. He was in the starting line-
up on opening night and never
looked back.

It’s not a game anymore, and
it’s not just a job, either. It’s a life-
style. Aside from games, practic-
es and trips, Howard is surround-
ed by a support system.

A 24-year-old cousin lives with
him and hangs out with him on
the road. A chef hired by the team
comes in to cook so Howard gets
the 5,200 calories a day a growing
young power forward needs. The
Magic conditioning coach and the
team’s big-man assistant coach,
Clifford Ray, are in constant con-
tact.

“Everything I expected in the
NBA, that’s what it is,“ Howard
said. “It’s a grind. It’s a lot of hard
work that you’ve got to put in. Ev-
erything that I expected is here.
...

“It’s fun. It’s also a lot of work,
but it’s fun. It’s something that I
asked for. I have faith that God
won’t put me in positions to mess
me up or make me fail. It’s some-
thing that I earned and something
I want to keep working at.”

Of course, this is just the begin-
ning.

Last spring, Howard, his father
and an Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion reporter who spent 10
months observing Dwight’s meta-
morphosis visited the set of
TNT’s NBA studio show.

Magic Johnson gave Dwight ad-
vice, and Charles Barkley was
Charles Barkley.

Pointing to a young woman,
Barkley said, “Now this is what
you can’t mess with. They’ll be
after you, and don’t think it’s be-
cause you’re good-looking. It’s
who you are.”

“You tell him, Charles,”
Dwight’s father said.

Magic’s Howard growing into a star

AP

Magic rookie forward Dwight Howard, right, falls just short of averaging

a double-double. The No. 1 overall pick has shown he is ready for the

rigors of the NBA despite coming straight from high school.

I take the fact

that he was

hungry to get

the ball and sort

of stand up to

his teammates

about being

involved in the

offense and not

just cleaning up

the garbage on

the offensive

glass as a good

indicator of his

hunger to make

the next step.

John Weisbrod
Magic GM
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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 26 26 .500 —
Philadelphia 26 26 .500 —
New Jersey 22 30 .423 4
Toronto 21 31 .404 5
New York 20 32 .385 6

Southeast Division
Miami 39 14 .736 —
Washington 30 22 .577 8½
Orlando 28 24 .538 10½
Charlotte 10 39 .204 27
Atlanta 10 40 .200 27½

Central Division
Detroit 31 19 .620 —
Cleveland 29 20 .592 1½
Chicago 25 23 .521 5
Indiana 24 26 .480 7
Milwaukee 20 29 .408 10½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 40 12 .769 —
Dallas 34 16 .680 5
Houston 32 21 .604 8½
Memphis 30 22 .577 10
New Orleans 11 41 .212 29

Northwest Division
Seattle 35 14 .714 —
Minnesota 26 27 .491 11
Denver 24 28 .462 12½
Portland 21 29 .420 14½
Utah 17 35 .327 19½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 41 12 .774 —
Sacramento 33 19 .635 7½
L.A. Lakers 26 24 .520 13½
L.A. Clippers 23 29 .442 17½
Golden State 14 38 .269 26½

Tuesday’s games
Orlando 99, L.A. Clippers 94
Denver 100, Atlanta 96
Minnesota 82, New Jersey 71
Chicago 107, Sacramento 102
Houston 123, Washington 93
L.A. Lakers 102, Utah 95
Dallas 114, Golden State 107

Wednesday’s games
Memphis at Boston
Atlanta at Cleveland
Chicago at Toronto
Detroit at Philadelphia
Denver at Charlotte
Portland at Indiana
Milwaukee at New York
L.A. Clippers at Miami
Sacramento at New Jersey
Golden State at Seattle
San Antonio at New Orleans

Thursday’s games

Cleveland at Minnesota
Dallas at Phoenix

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Saturday’s games
No games scheduled

Sunday’s game
All-Star Game at Denver

Tuesday
Timberwolves 82, Nets 71

NEW JERSEY — V.Carter 11-26 5-6 32, Col-
lins 0-5 1-2 1, Krstic 0-8 3-4 3, Vaughn 1-4 0-0
2, Kidd 4-14 0-0 11, Mercer 9-14 0-0 18, Best
1-5 0-0 3, Smith 0-5 1-2 1, Campbell 0-0 0-0 0,
B.Thomas 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 26-84 10-14 71.

MINNESOTA — Sprewell 2-8 5-6 9, Garnett
5-16 7-8 17, Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Hassell 2-5 1-2
5, Hudson 2-6 2-2 8, Szczerbiak 7-17 0-3 14,
Olowokandi 7-11 3-3 17, A.Carter 1-5 0-0 2,
Hoiberg 3-4 0-0 8, Griffin 1-4 0-0 2, J.Thomas
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-76 18-24 82.

New Jersey 21 17 12 21—71
Minnesota 14 26 24 18—82
Three-Point Goals—New Jersey 9-25

(V.Carter 5-9, Kidd 3-9, Best 1-2, Mercer 0-2,
B.Thomas 0-3), Minnesota 4-15 (Hoiberg 2-2,
Hudson 2-4, Garnett 0-1, A.Carter 0-1,
Sprewell 0-2, Griffin 0-2, Szczerbiak 0-3).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New Jersey
51 (Krstic 12), Minnesota 63 (Olowokandi
12). Assists—New Jersey 22 (Kidd 14), Minne-
sota 23 (Hoiberg 7). Total Fouls—New Jersey
17, Minnesota 21. Technicals—New Jersey
Defensive Three Second, New Jersey coach
Frank, Minnesota Defensive Three Second.
A—16,299 (19,006).

Magic 99, Clippers 94
L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 7-17 3-4 20,

Brand 7-12 7-11 21, Kaman 6-9 2-4 14, Ross
2-5 5-6 9, Brunson 1-5 0-0 2, Livingston 3-9 1-2
7, Maggette 3-10 6-8 12, Chalmers 0-3 0-0 0,
Moore 0-3 0-0 0, Rebraca 4-8 1-2 9. Totals
33-81 25-37 94.

ORLANDO — Hill 12-16 15-16 39, Howard 4-7
1-2 9, Cato 3-9 2-2 8, Christie 4-9 0-0 8, Francis
7-12 2-3 16, Battie 2-3 0-0 4, Turkoglu 4-12 1-2
10, Garrity 0-4 0-0 0, Nelson 0-1 0-0 0, Hunter
0-2 1-2 1, Stevenson 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 38-77
22-27 99.

L.A. Clippers 28 25 18 23—94
Orlando 33 21 22 23—99
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 3-8 (Sim-

mons 3-3, Brunson 0-2, Chalmers 0-3), Orlan-
do 1-7 (Turkoglu 1-4, Christie 0-1, Garrity
0-2). Fouled Out—Cato, Howard. Rebound-
s—L.A. Clippers 51 (Brand, Maggette 10), Or-
lando 53 (Howard 9). Assists—L.A. Clippers
17 (Simmons, Livingston 5), Orlando 19 (Fran-
cis 7). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 21, Orlando
31. Technicals—Orlando Defensive Three
Second, Cato. A—12,577 (17,248).

Mavericks 114, Warriors 107
DALLAS — Nowitzki 10-17 15-18 35, Howard

6-14 1-2 13, Dampier 3-5 0-2 6, Finley 11-18 0-0
24, Terry 6-11 0-0 13, D.Armstrong 2-4 0-0 4,
Dev.Harris 6-10 1-2 15, Bradley 0-0 0-0 0, Hend-
erson 1-1 0-0 2, Booth 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 46-82
17-24 114.

GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 8-13 0-0 18, Ri-
chardson 11-18 1-3 26, Foyle 3-5 0-2 6, Fisher
3-11 3-4 10, Claxton 8-19 6-6 23, Davis 1-4 2-4
4, Najera 5-7 0-0 10, Pietrus 4-10 0-0 10,
Cheaney 0-2 0-0 0, Cabarkapa 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 43-89 12-19 107.

Dallas 34 33 19 28—114
Golden State 29 24 35 19—107
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 5-13 (Finley 2-3,

Dev.Harris 2-5, Terry 1-2, Nowitzki 0-1,
Howard 0-2), Golden State 9-21 (Richardson
3-7, Dunleavy 2-3, Pietrus 2-5, Claxton 1-2,
Fisher 1-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Dallas 53 (Nowitzki 11), Golden State 43
(Dunleavy 7). Assists—Dallas 26 (Nowitzki,
D.Armstrong 5), Golden State 25 (Claxton 9).
Total Fouls—Dallas 17, Golden State 20.
A—15,254. (19,596).

Nuggets 100, Hawks 96
DENVER — Anthony 10-18 2-6 22, Martin

5-13 6-7 16, Camby 7-18 3-3 17, Boykins 3-11
6-6 12, And.Miller 2-8 1-2 5, Buckner 0-0 0-0 0,
Elson 4-4 1-2 9, D.Johnson 6-10 1-2 16, White
0-0 0-0 0, Pope 0-0 0-0 0, Russell 1-1 1-2 3. To-
tals 38-83 21-30 100.

ATLANTA — J.Smith 4-12 7-8 15, Walker
10-24 2-4 22, Ekezie 4-6 5-6 13, Diaw 2-4 1-2 5,
Childress 4-10 4-4 12, Delk 7-10 4-6 19, Collier
1-3 1-2 4, Ivey 3-6 0-0 6, D.Smith 0-1 0-0 0. To-
tals 35-76 24-32 96.

Denver 22 25 25 28—100
Atlanta 28 31 20 17— 96
Three-Point Goals—Denver 3-11 (D.Johnson

3-5, Anthony 0-3, Boykins 0-3), Atlanta 2-10
(Collier 1-1, Delk 1-3, D.Smith 0-1, Walker 0-5).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 56
(Martin 11), Atlanta 47 (Walker 12). As-
sists—Denver 22 (Boykins 6), Atlanta 21
(D.Smith, Walker 4). Total Fouls—Denver 24,
Atlanta 24. Technicals—Denver Defensive
Three Second, Martin. A—19,043 (19,445).

Bulls 107, Kings 102
SACRAMENTO — Webber 7-21 1-1 15, Bar-

nes 0-1 0-2 0, Miller 8-14 7-9 23, Mobley 5-13
8-9 20, Bibby 7-18 5-7 21, Songaila 4-7 2-2 10,
Evans 2-7 0-0 4, Martin 1-1 0-0 2, House 2-3
0-0 5, Ostertag 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 37-87 23-30
102.

CHICAGO — Deng 5-12 5-6 15, Harrington
5-9 5-6 15, Curry 8-12 9-15 25, Hinrich 4-12 2-2
11, Duhon 2-3 0-0 5, Gordon 8-15 8-9 24, Reiner
0-0 0-0 0, Nocioni 2-2 6-10 10, Piatkowski 0-0
0-0 0, Griffin 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 35-66 35-48 107.

Sacramento 20 24 31 27—102
Chicago 25 28 21 33—107
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 5-15 (Mob-

ley 2-3, Bibby 2-7, House 1-1, Webber 0-2,
Evans 0-2), Chicago 2-9 (Duhon 1-2, Hinrich
1-5, Gordon 0-1, Deng 0-1). Fouled Out—Web-
ber. Rebounds—Sacramento 44 (Webber,
Miller 9), Chicago 57 (Curry 12). Assists—Sac-
ramento 25 (Bibby, Miller 7), Chicago 24 (Hin-
rich 12). Total Fouls—Sacramento 31, Chica-
go 27. Technicals—Barnes, Chicago Defen-
sive Three Second 2, Hinrich. A—21,789
(21,711).

Rockets 123, Wizards 93
WASHINGTON — Jamison 9-17 4-5 23, Jef-

fries 1-2 0-0 2, Haywood 7-12 2-2 16, Arenas
3-14 3-3 11, Hayes 9-17 2-2 21, Thomas 2-7 2-4
6, Blake 2-6 2-2 8, Ruffin 1-2 0-1 2, Dixon 1-4
2-2 4, Profit 0-2 0-0 0, Ramos 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
35-84 17-21 93.

HOUSTON — McGrady 14-22 3-3 34, Howard
7-13 4-4 18, Yao 11-14 1-1 23, Sura 2-6 0-0 6,
Wesley 8-14 0-0 18, Strickland 0-2 0-0 0, Mu-
tombo 2-3 0-1 4, Barry 2-3 0-0 6, Padgett 4-5
2-2 13, Barrett 0-1 1-2 1, Bowen 0-1 0-0 0. To-
tals 50-84 11-13 123.

Washington 30 19 28 16— 93
Houston 35 27 29 32—123
Three-Point Goals—Washington 6-22

(Blake 2-5, Arenas 2-8, Hayes 1-4, Jamison
1-5), Houston 12-24 (Padgett 3-3, McGrady
3-9, Barry 2-2, Sura 2-3, Wesley 2-6, Barrett
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Wash-
ington 40 (Jamison 7), Houston 49 (Sura 10).
Assists—Washington 22 (Arenas 9), Houston
33 (McGrady 9). Total Fouls—Washington 15,
Houston 18. A—12,703 (17,982).

Lakers 102, Jazz 95
UTAH — Harpring 7-16 4-4 18, Collins 1-4

2-2 4, Humphries 0-3 0-0 0, Bell 5-12 6-7 16,
Lopez 1-1 4-4 7, Okur 9-15 2-2 20, Borchardt
1-3 0-0 2, Giricek 4-9 1-2 9, Snyder 1-5 2-2 5,
Eisley 5-11 3-3 14. Totals 34-79 24-26 95.

L.A. LAKERS — Medvedenko 2-9 3-4 7, But-
ler 9-13 4-4 23, Mihm 1-3 4-6 6, Bryant 12-19
15-19 40, Atkins 8-18 3-4 24, Grant 0-3 0-0 0,
Cook 0-2 0-0 0, Jones 1-3 0-0 2, Walton 0-3 0-0
0, Brown 0-0 0-0 0, Vujacic 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
33-73 29-37 102.

Utah 20 28 26 21— 95
L.A. Lakers 18 26 27 31—102
Three-Point Goals—Utah 3-6 (Lopez 1-1,

Snyder 1-1, Eisley 1-2, Bell 0-1, Okur 0-1), L.A.
Lakers 7-25 (Atkins 5-13, Bryant 1-3, Butler
1-3, Cook 0-2, Walton 0-2, Jones 0-2). Fouled
Out—Grant. Rebounds—Utah 44 (Okur 8),
L.A. Lakers 51 (Medvedenko 9). Assists—U-
tah 23 (Eisley 9), L.A. Lakers 20 (Bryant 8).
Total Fouls—Utah 28, L.A. Lakers 27. Techni-
cals—Bell, Bryant, Grant. A—18,480 (18,997).

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Allen Iver-
son says he wants to play the rest
of his career with the Philadel-
phia 76ers.

“I want to be right here,” Iver-
son said after Tuesday’s practice.
“If I could have a wish, I would

wish it’s the
last time I
have to say
that. I would
wish people
would know
this is where I

want to be.”
Iverson was responding to a

story in Tuesday’s edition of The
Philadelphia Inquirer that said
his agent met with Sixers Presi-
dent Billy King last week to ex-
press the star guard’s unhappi-
ness over the direction of the
team and that he wanted to be
traded if there weren’t roster up-
grades.

King did meet with Iverson’s
agent, Leon Rose, but insisted
Tuesday he does not have an un-
happy All-Star on his team.

“He never asked to be traded,
and he does not want to be trad-
ed,” King said.

Iverson, a three-time scoring
champion who was voted to the
All-Star team for the sixth time, is
enjoying perhaps the best season
of his nine-year career. He
scored a career-high 60 points
against Orlando on Saturday and
followed that up with 38 points
against New York on Monday,
boosting his league-leading scor-
ing average to 29.9.

He’s carried a young team to a
26-26 record and a share of first
place with Boston in the Atlantic
Division.

“I don’t want to be a distraction
on this team,” Iverson said. “If
there are any distractions on this
team, I don’t want Allen Iverson’s
name involved in it, period.”

Kings’ Mobley fined $10,000
NEW YORK — Sacramento

guard Cuttino Mobley was fined
$10,000 by the NBA on Tuesday
for his protest after referees did
not call goaltending on his
last-minute shot during a loss to
Dallas.

Mobley had to be restrained
from going after the officials by
teammate Brad Miller on Friday
night.

Stu Jackson, the league’s senior
vice president for basketball oper-
ations, said the fine was for abuse
of the officials and failure to
promptly leave the court.

The shot, which would have
given Sacramento a three-point
lead, was blocked by Dallas’
Erick Dampier and was followed
by Jason Terry’s three-point play
that gave the Mavericks the
115-113 victory at Sacramento.
Replays showed Mobley’s shot
clearly hit the backboard, which
under NBA rules is goaltending.

During the ensuing timeout,
the Kings played the replay of
Dampier’s block seven times, and
owners Gavin and Joe Maloof
pointed pleadingly at the video
board. Mavericks owner Mark
Cuban, who has had his share of
fines for replaying controversial
calls too many times in Dallas,
merely smirked.

The Associated Press

Kevin McHale already has had
an impact on the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves: They’re listening to
their coach for once.

The Timberwolves went from
an NBA power to an also-ran this
year under Flip Saunders, who
was fired on Saturday. McHale,
the team’s vice president of bas-
ketball operations and a Hall of
Fame player when he was with
the Boston Celtics, took over.

In his second game as coach
Tuesday night, McHale led the
Wolves to an 82-71 victory over

the New Jer-
sey Nets.

“If you can
keep banging
the boards, hit-
ting, fighting
and scratch-

ing, stuff will fall your way eventu-
ally,” said McHale, whose style
as a forward was to do exactly
that.

Michael Olowokandi had 17
points and 12 rebounds in one of
his better games since joining
Minnesota before last season.
Kevin Garnett, who shot 0-for-5
from the floor in the first half,
scored 17 points and raved about
the positive energy McHale has
injected.

“He’s like a breath of fresh air
right now,” Garnett said. “He’s
given everybody from A to Z con-
fidence.”

Added Olowokandi: “Now, if
you don’t score or if you don’t
play that much, everybody’s still
upbeat. McHale does a very, very
good job of that.”

Wally Szczerbiak added 14
points and eight rebounds for the
Wolves, winning for just the sec-
ond time in 10 games while set-

ting season bests in points al-
lowed and opponents’ field-goal
percentage (31.0).

Vince Carter had 25 of his 32
points in the first half for the Nets,
who got a season-high 18 points
from Ron Mercer — but little
from anyone else after halftime.

The Timberwolves’ various
problems have included rebound-
ing, effort and shot selection, but
they boxed out consistently,
played hard and moved the ball
well against the Nets. Olowokandi
sparked a 31-8 spurt that bridged
the first and second periods.

Lakers 102, Jazz 95: Kobe
Bryant scored 40 points in his sec-
ond game back from an ankle inju-

ry — his first at home since he
sprained his ankle more than a
month ago.

“I needed to get a game under
my belt to get my legs back, get
my rhythm back,” Bryant said.
“And it’s back.”

Chucky Atkins added 24 points,
including a three-pointer that
gave the Lakers a 96-95 lead with
54 seconds remaining, part of
L.A.’s 12-2 run to end the game.

Magic 99, Clippers 94: At Or-
lando, Grant Hill scored a sea-
son-high 39 points, but it was two
clutch jump shots by Steve Fran-
cis in the final minute that closed
out the slumping Clippers.

Francis finished with 16 points

and seven assists for Orlando,
which won for the third time in
four games.

The Clippers, who have lost six
straight, got 21 points and 10 re-
bounds from Elton Brand.

Nuggets 100, Hawks 96: Car-
melo Anthony’s jump shot with
nine-tenths of a second to play
won it, the Nuggets’ first win in At-
lanta since 1988.

Anthony led Denver with 22
points.

Antoine Walker led the Hawks
with 22 points and 12 rebounds.

Mavericks 114, Warriors
107: Dirk Nowitzki had 35 points
and 11 rebounds, Michael Finley
scored 24 points and Dallas re-
mained unbeaten on its road trip.

Devin Harris scored 15 points
for the Mavericks, who beat Gold-
en State for the 22nd time in their
past 24 meetings. But Dallas need-
ed a 12-2 surge midway through
the fourth quarter to avoid a loss
after impressive wins at Sacra-
mento and Seattle.

Bulls 107, Kings 102: At Chi-
cago, rookie Ben Gordon scored
11 of his 24 points in the fourth
quarter, and the Bulls ended an
11-game losing streak to Sacra-
mento dating to Feb. 28, 1998.

Brad Miller had 23 points for
the Kings, who lost for only the
third time in 18 games against
Eastern Conference teams.

Rockets 123, Wizards 93:
Tracy McGrady scored 34 points
and Yao Ming 23, leading the
Rockets to their eighth straight
win, Houston’s longest streak
since March 1999 and the best ac-
tive run in the league.

Antawn Jamison had 23 points
for the Wizards, losers of five
straight road games.

NBA scoreboard

Iverson: I

want to be

with Sixers

Olowokandi helps McHale get first win

AP

Timberwolves center Michael Olowokandi pulls down one of his 12

rebounds in front of Nets center Nenad Krstic during the first quarter.
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BY IRA PODELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL can-
celed what little was left of the
season Wednesday after a series
of last-minute offers were reject-
ed on the final day of negotia-
tions.

A lockout over a salary cap shut
down the game before it started
in October. Now the NHL, al-
ready low on the popularity scale
in the United States, becomes the
first major pro sports league in
North America to lose an entire
season to a labor dispute.

“As I stand before you today, it
is my sad duty to announce … it
no longer is practical to conduct
even an abbreviated season,”
Commissioner Gary Bettman
said. “Accordingly, I have no
choice but to announce the for-
mal cancellation of play for
2004-05.

“This is a sad, regrettable day
that all of us wish could have
been avoided.”

Bettman said the sides would
continue working to get an agree-
ment.

“We’re planning to have hock-
ey next season,” he said.

The union scheduled a news
conference later Wednesday in
Toronto.

“The scary part now for hockey
is do the fans come back? We’re
not baseball, we’re not the nation-
al pastime,” Nashville Predators
forward Jim McKenzie said.

The league and players’ union
traded a flurry of proposals and
letters Tuesday night, but could
never agree on a cap. The players
proposed $49 million per team;
the owners said $42.5 million.

“We weren’t as close as people
were speculating,” Bettman said.

This will be the first time the
Stanley Cup isn’t awarded since
1919 when a flu epidemic forced

the finals to be called off. There

was a lockout in 1994-95 that

ended in time for teams to play 48

games, still more than half the

regular season.

“We profoundly regret the suf-

fering this has caused our fans,

our business partners and the

thousands of people who depend

on our industry for their liveli-

hoods,” Bettman said.

“If you want to know how I feel,

I’ll summarize it in one word —
terrible.”

Before Monday, the idea of a
salary cap was a
deal-breaker for
the players’ associa-
tion, but the union
gave in and said it
would accept one
when the NHL
dropped its insis-
tence that there be
a link between reve-
nues and player
costs.

That still wasn’t
enough to end the
lockout that started
on Sept. 16 and ulti-
mately wipes out
the 1,230-game
schedule and the
playoffs.

Responding to the union’s last

offer on Tuesday, Bettman said in

his second letter of the day to

NHLPA executive director Bob

Goodenow, “If every team spent
to the $49 million … total player
compensation would exceed what
we spent last season. We cannot

afford your propos-
al.”

Goodenow dis-
puted Bettman’s
claim in a letter,
taking a hard-line
stance and reply-
ing, “You will re-
ceive nothing fur-
ther from us.”

“Clubs are
spending signifi-
cantly less than
your team payroll
limit number of
$42.5 million,”
Goodenow said in
his second letter.
“I am at a loss to
understand how

you suggest your offer earlier

today represents a $75 million dol-

lar increase when it only impacts

the spending of nine teams!”

SPORTSSPORTS

Armstrong’s
quest for a
7th straight
Tour de France
title is a go
this summer

Page 28

AP

Chicago Blackhawks forward

Matthew Barnaby was dismayed

about why the players’ union

accepted a salary cap five months

into the lockout. “Something like

that you think might have been

able to get done in the summer,”

Barnaby said Tuesday.

Sox open unique camp; steroids
still MLB’s hot topic Pages 25, 26

AP

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, who represents the owners, said

during his news conference on Wednesday that he found it difficult to

negotiate with a group that was unaware of the league’s economics.

No. 3 Kentucky falls at South Carolina; Wake edges Miami Page 27

Top draft pick
Howard
making

the jump from
preps to pros

a success

Page 30

With owners, players $6.5 M apart on cap ceiling, sides can’t make a deal

AP

Buffalo Sabres defenseman Jay

McKee, the team’s representative

on the players’ union, said Tues-

day he was not consulted and that

NHLPA chief Bob Goodenow did

not inform him of the union’s

changed position on a salary cap.

Ice capades end in lost season

� Text of Bettman’s statement
canceling the season, Page 28

Olowokandi’s contributions

help McHale get his first victory

as Minnesota’s coach, Page 31

The scary part

now for hockey

is do the fans

come back?

We’re not

baseball,

we’re not

the national

pastime.

Jim McKenzie

Nashville Predators forward
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